
 1

 

VIRGINIA 
LIBERTY

Volume 4 Issue 4         SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1999 
                
                

CAMPAIGNS WIND UP 
 
 

 

GAGNONS MAKE 
FAIRFAX TV 

APPEARANCES  
 

SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DIRECTOR 

 
Johna Good Gagnon, LP candidate for Northern Virginia 
Soil & Water Conservation Director (NVSWCD), was 
asked to give a TV interview to explain what the 
NVSWCD is and what it does.  In addition to explaining 
this, she referred viewers to her web site 
(www.FreeFairfax.com) where they can find more 
information.  The TV host commented on her 
volunteerism with the "2000 Trees by 2000" project for 
each of the districts.  The project  which will result in at 
least 20,000 new trees being planted in the county by 
the year 2000. 
 
Gagnon is running ads in community newsletters and 
hopes to run newspaper ads the week before election.  
She has excellent name recognition through 10 years of 
county environmental and land use service and through 
her training business.  She is expected to win one of the 
three director positions. 
 

Johna Gagnon prepares to respond to questions from a 
TV host during her NVSWCD campaign. 

 
Credit card contributions can be made on-line through 
her web page: www.FreeFairfax.com 
 
To help Johna become the first Libertarian elected in 
Fairfax County, contributions can be sent to: 
 
The Committee to Elect Johna Good Gagnon 
Suite # 1776 
7011-A Manchester Blvd. 
Franconia, VA  22310 
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FAIRFAX COUNTY BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS 

CHAIRMAN 
 
Paul E. Gagnon, Libertarian candidate for Chairman of 
the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax County Virginia, has 
completed his first TV interview.  He explained his plans 
for transportation, public school overcrowding, and a real 
estate tax reduction for the average homeowner.  He 
has dozens of debates and appearances scheduled for 
September and October.  In addition, he began running 
newspaper ads and wants to run last minute TV ads.  
His name recognition and 10 years of community service 
position him to, at least, come in second place in the 4 
person race which will result in more publicity for the 
Libertarian Party.  If you want to help continue his media 
advertisements, please send your most generous 
contribution to: 
 
The Committee to Elect Paul E. Gagnon 
Suite # 1776 
7011-A Manchester Blvd. 
Franconia, VA 22310 
Credit Card contributions can be made on-line through 
his web page: www.FreeFairfax.com 
 

Paul Gagnon meets with voters at one of his many 
campaign appearances 

 
 

MYERS FOR STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 33 

OPENS WEB SITE 
By Jason Willency 

 
SOUTH RIDING, VA-Garry Myers, Libertarian candidate 
for state Senate in District 33 (Loudoun and Western 
Fairfax County), has launched his web site.  The site can 
be found at www.lpva.com/myers/ 

On the site, Garry unveils his views on Constitutional 
government, firearms ownership, the state income tax, 
and educational reform.  Keeping with his belief that 
Virginians should be allowed to direct their own lives 
without interference from the state (as long as they 
respect their neighbors' right to do the same), Myers has 
proposed to repeal the state income tax.  He plans to 
push for a school voucher system that would enable 
parents to choose the best educational setting for their 
children.  He will introduce competition into K-12 
education, thereby making educators more accountable 
to parents. 
 
In addition to Myers' positions on issues of concern to 
local residents, the site provides links to local media, 
government and advocacy group sites.  There are also 
links to the Libertarian Party, which is the third largest 
political party in America today. The party has 
experienced tremendous growth recently as America 
becomes a more diverse, information-based society in 
which individual freedom and free markets are critical to 
the free movement of people and information.  
 
The webmaster is Chris O'Donnell of Leesburg, who 
also built and maintains the Libertarian Party of Virginia 
web site.  The campaign has volunteers from every 
corner of the district already on board, from Herndon in 
Fairfax County to Sterling, South Riding and Leesburg in 
Loudoun County; and unprecedented financial support 
from local Libertarians.  The Myers campaign is poised 
to mount a stiff challenge to incumbent Sen. William C. 
Mims, a Republican.  The Democratic Party did not field 
a candidate.   
 
 

McBRIDE CAMPAIGN 
IN THE SWING 

FOR PWC SUPERVISOR 
By Philip Hodson 

 
Robert McBride has been very successful in generating 
news coverage for his campaign for chairman of the 
Prince William County Board of Supervisors. As usual, 
the incumbent parties have given the Libertarians an 
issue. This time it happens to be property rights. A 
motorcycle rights group has been formed in the county in 
response to an attempt by the supervisors to restrict the 
rights of people to ride on their OWN property. Robert 
has been very active with this group, helping to advance 
their cause, and demonstrating to them that the 
Libertarians not only respect their rights, but also will 
help to fight for them. 
 
Robert will be appearing in head-to-head debates with 
the Republicrat candidates during the next two months.  
 

See CAMPAIGNS, Page 7 



Visit us on the Web: http://www.lpva.com 
 

3

LOCAL AFFILIATES REPORT ACTIVITIES 
 
 

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA 
VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS 

WASHINGTON & TAZEWELL 
By Mike Porter 

 
The Libertarian Party of Washington County met at Farm 
Success in Abingdon on Wednesday, August 11th.  Our 
last meeting was well attended and very successful.  We 
decided to have an information booth in September at 
the Washington County fair/ burley tobacco festival.  A 
member volunteered to pay the booth fees for us.  A few 
of us have volunteered to run the booth.  If you would 
like to help let me know at our upcoming meeting or call 
me at 540-628-2656. [Mr. Porter can be reached at  
mikethelibertarian@yahoo.com – Ed.] 
 
We are pleased to report that the Tazewell County 
Libertarians are also building energy and growing.  A few 
Washington County Libertarians attended a meeting in 
Richlands that included Libertarian State Chairman Gary 
Reams and Libertarian candidate for Virginia House of 
Delegates Tim Belton.  It was exciting to hear what’s 
happening across the state and the experiences of a 
political candidate.  Gary also provided technical 
assistance to the new southwest Virginia groups and 
commended our work.  (Adam Light, Libertarian Party of 
Southwest Virginia contact, can be reached at 
ajlight@naxs.net – Ed.) 
 
 

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY 
By Philip Hodson 

 
With our regular meeting place closed, the Prince 
William LP now meets for lunch at Chesapeake Bay 
Seafood in the Bull Run Plaza in Manassas.  Bull Run 
Plaza is located about one mile south of I-66 on Route 
234 at the corner of Sudley Road and Sudley Manor 
Drive.  If arriving via I-66 take the business exit, not 
Route 234 bypass. 
 
We will meet at noon on the second Saturday of each 
month.  I hope to see you there. 
 

Crabs - Crabs - Crabs 
 
The Prince William County LP will hold its annual Crab 
Feast at Admiral's Inn in Manassas on Sunday 10 
October.  This is the biggest Libertarian social event of 
the year.  It's your chance to get together with other 
Libertarians to crab about the government and talk  

 
 
strategy with party leaders.  While you're at it, eat some 
crabs, too.  In fact, eat all the crabs you want.  Don't like 
crabs?  No problem.  LP member Pat O’Donnell owns 
Admiral’s Inn, and Pat believes in choice.  Just indicate a 
special meal on your reservation. 
 
Adults: $20 (in advance / one child under six free per 
adult) 
Children under twelve: $12 
At the door: $25 
Date: Sunday 10 October 
Time: 3:00 - 6:00 PM 
Place: Admiral's Inn, 8630 Mathis Avenue in Manassas 
(ph 368-3600) 
 
For additional information call Bill Yeniscavich at (703) 
878-2912 or send a message to LPCrabs@aol.com. 
 
Please respond by 1 October so that we can order 
enough crabs. 
Send your reservations and checks to: 
Libertarian Party of Prince William County 
8033 Sudley Road, PMB 1776 
Manassas VA 20109 
 
 

PENINSULA 
HAMPTON & NEWPORT NEWS 

By "Dagny Taggart" 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Peninsula Libertarian 
Club will be held on Thursday, September 23, 1999 from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Hampton Public Library, 
Meeting Room B, 4207 Victoria Boulevard, Hampton, 
Virginia.  After the business meeting, a social meeting 
will be held at nearby Second Street Restaurant and 
Tavern. 
 
The schedule of meeting dates through 1999 is: October 
28, November 23, and December 16 
 
For more information, please call (757) 838-3470. Or 
email "Dagny Taggart", galtline@juno.com 
 
 

FARLANDRIA 
By Dana Johansen 

 
Farlandria Libertarians (and anyone else who wants!) 
meet for a Social Hour at the Crystal City Marriott 
Lounge Wednesdays between about 5:30 and 7:00ish. 
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CONVENTION DRAWS LIBERTARIANS  
 

 
Delegates to the State Convention watch the proceedings before voting on party business. 

 

 
'96 LP Veep Jo Jorgensen (r)  socializing with husband Marlon (ctr) and  

Steve (l), a longtime LP member during a break 
 

 

LYNCHBURG 
By George Autry 

 
Last Saturday August 28, a group of Libertarians from 
Lynchburg, Forest, and Moneta gathered in my home for 
an informal get-acquainted gathering.  The 12 local 
LPVA members and supporters were joined by James 
Lark, LPVA vice-chair and Gary Westmoreland, 
chairman of the Jefferson Area Libertarians, who were 
kind enough to travel from Charlottesville for the 
occasion. 
 
Another special guest was Darrell Laurant, columnist for 
the Lynchburg News and Advance.  Mr. Laurant had 
earlier published a column expressing the opinion that 

the two dominant parties have become indistinguishable 
by striving to be all things to all people, and that the 
country could benefit from other alternatives in the 
political arena.  After attending our gathering, he 
published a column in the 9/1/99 issue, entitled 
"Libertarians: A Mixed Bag". 
 
My purpose in organizing this meeting was to gauge 
interest in the formation of a regional Libertarian 
organization, and the result could not have been more 
encouraging.  Just about everyone in attendance 
expressed support for this goal, and accordingly, I have 
accepted the task of establishing regular meetings.  
Another Lynchburg LPVA member has also offered to 
establish a web site for the group. 
 
George Autry gmautry@netscape.net, 804-237-1822  
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ACROSS VIRGINIA To ATLEE-ELMONT 
 

 
Among the delegates seen here are LPVA Communications Chairman Greg  

Cunningham (left foregrd) and LPVA Vice Chairman James Lark (right foregrd). 
 

 
At the banquet, talk show host Gary Nolan described his life as a Libertarian on the radio. 

 
 

9th CONGRESSIONAL DIST. 
JEFFERSON AREA 
CHARLOTTESVILLE 

By James W. Lark, III 
 

J.A.L. members continued to monitor the efforts of some 
members of the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors 
who want to limit the property rights of landowners with 
respect to “big box” development. There is an ongoing 
campaign by many in Albemarle County to “fight sprawl” 
by limiting property rights to retard development of such 
stores in the county.  The J.A.L. monitoring effort follows 
a very successful effort by members Jim Lark, Gerhard 

Schoenthal, and Gary Westmoreland at the Board of 
Supervisors meeting on July 14.  (This effort generated  
TV and newspaper coverage of the J.A.L., and informed 
more members of the community about Libertarian views 
on the rights of property owners.) 
 
On the morning of September 18, the J.A.L. will hold its 
eighth (and final) “Adopt a Highway” cleanup of a section 
of Rt. 20 in Albemarle County.  That afternoon, the J.A.L. 
will hold a combined business meeting and party at the 
home of members Greg and Lori Cunningham.  
 
I am organizing a 9th congressional district convention 
next year.  While no details have been finalized, it 
appears likely that the convention will be held in 
Wytheville next February or March. 
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BALLOT ACCESS NEWS 
By Shelley Tamres 

 
Summer's over and it's time to get back to work.  We 
have two major efforts to get underway simultaneously: 
legislative reforms plus candidate petition drives. 
 
LEGISLATURE 
 
The LPVA will be sponsoring a push once again to pass 
election law reforms in the 2000 Virginia General 
Assembly.  We will be concentrating our efforts on 
creating a party petition process.  Currently, the only way 
for a new party to become "recognized" in Virginia (so 
that individual candidates of that party do not need to 
petition for ballot access) is to win 10% of the vote in a 
statewide election. 
 
The House of Delegates passed our Party Petition Bill in 
1999, but the State Senate Privileges & Elections (P&E) 
Committee failed to take any action and killed the bill.  
As a result, I am seeking members of last year's Senate 
P&E Committee to agree to sponsor an identical bill this 
year.  (I don't want to waste efforts getting a bill through 
the House only to have it trounced again by the Senate, 
so I figure the Senate is the key.) 
 
LPVA Members who would like to help are needed in 
these Senate districts: William Bolling, S04; J. Randy 
Forbes, S14; Emmett W. Hanger, Jr., S24; Charles R. 
Hawkins, S19; Richard J. Holland, S15; Janet D. Howell, 
S32; Benjamin J. Lambert, III, S09; Stephen H. Martin, 
S11; Madison E. Marye, S39; Kevin G. Miller (Chair), 
S26; Thomas K. Norment, Jr., S03; Edward L. Schrock, 
S07; Stanley C. Walker, S06; Mary Margaret Whipple, 
S31.  We need to contact each of these Senators and 
persuade one or more of them to introduce and sponsor 
the bill, as well as persuading ALL of them to vote to 
support it. You will be furnished with all the information 
you need to help with this crucial lobbying effort. 
 
I also plan to contact civic organizations to ask them to 
write the Legislature in support of a party petition 
process.  If you know of any civic organizations in the 
State, please pass their names (and if possible, 
addresses, phone numbers, contacts) along to me. 
 
I am seeking volunteers to help with any of the following: 
write civic organizations; attend meetings of civic 
organizations to explain the party petition bill; phone 
LPVA members to organize lobbying during the General 
Assembly Session this winter.  Please contact me if you 
can help. 
 
PETITIONING 
 
We're planning a major petition drive to get two 
statewide candidates on the ballot for the November 

2000 General Election.  We need 10,000 valid 
signatures for a U.S. Senate candidate plus 10,000 more 
for the presidential ticket.  We cannot begin collecting 
signatures until Jan. 1. 
 
The various local affiliates across the state will form the 
"backbone" of this petition drive for several reasons. 
1) 10,000 (valid) sigs are a LOT of sigs to collect…it 
requires a statewide effort to get a statewide candidate 
on the ballot. 
2)  Petitions for statewide candidates include a 
"distribution requirement": a minimum of 400 sigs must 
come from each of the 11 congressional districts. 
3)  We want to accomplish this drive as a volunteer drive 
since we get the highest quality signatures that way…but 
we know that volunteers have only minimal time to 
devote, so we need to involve as many of you as 
possible to share the load. 
 
If you are not already actively involved in a local affiliate, 
please consider "joining" yours (you're already a 
member…just show up and help DO stuff!).  If one does 
not exist in your area, please consider creating one. 
There are undoubtedly other LP members like you just 
waiting to be contacted.  Training and support will be 
provided. 
 
I am seeking volunteers to help with the following: be a 
Petitioning Coordinator for your area…schedule places 
and people to petition (need at least 1 per Local 
Affiliate); become a Notary Public so you can notarize 
petitions for the volunteers in your area (requires a small 
amount of paperwork and fees and a trip to your County 
seat…need at least 1 per Local Affiliate).  Please contact 
me if you can help. 
 
PARTY TIME!!! 
 
A great idea has been suggested to get the statewide 
petition drives off to a roaring start.  We're asking every 
LPVA member and supporter to PLAN A PETITION-
SIGNING PARTY this winter.  Invite all your relatives, 
neighbors, friends, and coworkers to come to your home 
for treats/snacks in exchange for signing our statewide 
candidate petitions (and possibly some for 
Congressional candidates as well).  Soon we will mail 
the petitions out to the membership along with 
instructions for completing them.  Plan a New Year's Eve 
Party and get everyone to begin signing at one minute 
after midnight!  Or plan a President's Day Party on Feb. 
21!  Or a Super Bowl Party!  Or just plan a party on 
whatever date is convenient from Jan. to March (once it 
warms up, we'll be concentrating on petitioning at stores, 
fairs, etc.).   I'll let you know next newsletter whether we 
will get the petitions out December or January.  
 
Contact Shelly Tamres at: 108 Willow Place, Sterling, 
VA 20164.  ph. 703-450-0218; or ShelleyTam@aol.com. 
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CAMPUS ACTIVITY 
 
Those interested in joining existing groups at George 
Mason University, James Madison University, Mary 
Washington College, Radford University, University of 
Virginia, and Washington and Lee University, or forming 
new campus groups should contact Dr. James Lark: 
liberty@virginia.edu; Box 514, Newcomb Hall Station, 
Charlottesville, VA 22904; or phone: 804-982-5016 
 

FREDERICKSBURG 
By John Mitton 

 
Fredericksburg Area Libertarians are starting a regular 
monthly meeting at the Central Rappahannock Regional 
Library, Corner of Caroline and Lewis Streets in 
Downtown Fredericksburg.  The meetings will be in the 
cable TV studio.  The meetings will be from 7:00-9:00 
p.m. and will be held on: October 14, November 11, and 
December 9.  All meetings will focus on promoting action 
oriented Libertarian projects in the local area. 
 

NEW RIVER 
BLACKSBURG-

CHRISTIANSBURG-RADFORD 
By Todd Pukanecz 

 
The New River Libertarians (NRL) operated an 
extremely successful discovery booth at the Steppin' Out 
street festival in Blacksburg on August 6 and 7.  Of the 
nearly 250 people who took The World's Smallest 
Political Quiz, over 90 scored in or adjacent to the 
Libertarian quadrant of the Nolan Chart.  NRL gathered 
2 dozen names and addresses of potential members 
and distributed membership applications to new and 
renewing LP members. 
 
Our social hour the following Tuesday was our best yet 
as we tripled our usual attendance.  This was due in part 
to the successful outreach effort the previous weekend.  
It was also due to the draw of our guest speaker, Dr. 
James Lark of the Jefferson Area Libertarians.  Dr. 
Lark's speech, "The Libertarian Party: The Moderate 
Alternative", was entertaining, informative, and very well 
received.  Dr. Lark was gracious enough to field 
questions for nearly an hour afterwards. 
 
The New River Libertarians, based in Blacksburg-
Christiansburg-Montgomery County, hold a social hour 
on the second Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m., at 
Bogen’s restaurant in Blacksburg. 
 
 
Enough is Enough -- Vote Libertarian! 

800-ELECT-US 
 

CAMPAIGNS (from Page 2) 
 
The first debate will be before the Board of Realtors on 
23 September, followed by an appearance before the 
American Association of University Women. 
 
In addition to advancing the cause of liberty, Robert's 
other passion is jazz. He sings for Uptown Vocal Jazz 
Quartet (www.UptownVJQ.com), which has just released 
a new CD. Reporters love the human-interest angle, and 
Robert has been taking advantage of the singing 
candidate theme to get press and to help promote 
Libertarian ideas. You can meet Robert at one of the 
debates or hear him sing at the Jazz Street Grill near 
Potomac Mills Mall on 25 September or at the Ice House 
in Herndon in October.  
 
 

Tim Belton 
Virginia House of Delegates, 

65th District 
 
The campaign has been receiving a great deal of 
attention lately from several of the local papers (mostly 
in Powhatan County.)  There have been several articles 
in response to the constant stream of news releases we 
send them, most of them being quite positive.  I have 
also scheduled several paid advertisements for 
September for greater public awareness.  I have also 
started putting up poll signs along the major roads, and 
that has generated a great deal of attention for the 
campaign. Radio ads are still on hold for now in lieu of 
the need for more money, but I hope to run several of 
them before the election assuming the money is there to 
allow it.  All in all the campaign is coming along quite 
well and I expect a good showing on Election Day. 
 
Make any checks payable to: 
Tim Belton For Delegate 
10308 Kingstree Ct. 
Richmond, VA 23236  
 

New PAC in Town 
By Dana Johansen 

 
There is a new Political Action Committee in town, and 
it’s out to help LIBERTARIAN candidates. 
 
The Citizens' Rights Political Action Committee, 
(CRPAC) (pronounced serpac) has just successfully 
conducted its first mass fundraiser, and hopes to do 
another before the campaign season is over.  The PAC, 
which is registered to fund state and local races here in 
Virginia appears destined to become a reliable vehicle 
on the road to a more libertarian future.  
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LIBERTARIAN PARTY 
PO Box 28263 
Richmond, VA 23228-0263
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                

KEY STATE CONTACTS 
 
Chair: 
Gary Reams freeamerica@erols.com 
7221 Ridgeway Dr, Manassas VA 20112-3606 
Ph: 703-791-4855 
 
Vice Chair + 9th CD + Campus Groups 
James W. Lark, III 
jwl3s@virginia.edu 
PO Box 274, Free Union VA 22940-0274 
Ph: 804-973-5958 
 
Treasurer: 
Scott Elston selston@erols.com 
2800 Aspinwald Dr, Richmond VA  23233-1608 
Ph: 804-360-5283 
 
Secretary: 
Mat Thexton 
PO Box 15161, Arlington VA 22215-0161 
Ph: 703-536-5030 
 
Membership: 
Marc Montoni ambassador@bigfoot.com 
PO Box 28263, Richmond VA  23228-0263 
Ph: 703-715-6230 
 
Ballot Access: 
Shelley Tamres shelleytam@aol.com 
108 Willow Pl, Sterling VA  20164 
Ph: 703-450-0218 
 
 
 
 

Affiliate Parties: 
Dana Johansen vetodj@cais.com 
2601 Wagon Dr, Alexandria VA 22303-2613    
Ph: 703-960-9120 
 
Development + Farlandria (Falls 
Church/Arlington/Alexandria): 
Stephanie Yanik skyu2@concentric.net 
3092 S Glebe Rd, Arlington, VA 22206 
Ph: 703-683-1825 
 
Communications Director 
Greg Cunningham,  
Liberty@libertywon.com 
317 Larkspur Rd, Ruckersville, VA 22968 
Ph: 804-985-8982 
Fax: 804-985-9779 
 
Webmaster: Chris O'Donnell 
chrisodo@earthlink.net 
 
NATCOM Region 5: 
Jim Turney Jim@Look.net 
PO Box 467 
Lorton VA  22199-0467 
Ph: 703-339-3971 
 
NATCOM at Large: 
James W. Lark, III 
jwl3s@virginia.edu 
PO Box 274, Free Union VA 22940-0274 
Ph: 804-973-5958 
 
 

LIBERTARIAN PARTY STATE HEADQUARTERS 
PO Box 28263, Richmond VA  23228-0263.  
LPVA voicemail: 703-615-6230.  Email 
ambassador@bigfoot.com. To request an 
information packet, call 800-619-1776.  
 
LP NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
2600 Virginia Ave NW  Ste B100, Washington DC  
20037 
 

VIRGINIA LIBERTY 
 

Virginia Liberty is published six times 
per year by the Libertarian Party of 
Virginia.  Opinions, articles, and 
advertisements do not necessarily 
represent official Libertarian Party 
positions unless so indicated. 
Send news, letters, photos, or art to: 
Stew Engel, 303½ Caroline St., Fred-
ericksburg, VA 22401-6011; or email 
stew@fls.infi.net 
 
For advertising rates contact: 
Marc Montoni, PO Box 28263, Rich-
mond VA  23228-0263.  Ph: 703-715-
6230; or email: 
ambassador@bigfoot.com 
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