
The Libertarian Party: 20 Years of Histoty 
The Libertarian Party is the third largest politi

cal party in the United States. Millions of Americans 
have voted for Libertarian Party candidates in past 
elections throughout the country, despite the fact 

economy and the abundance and prosperity it brings; 
a dedication to civil liberties and personal free
dom that marks this country above all others; and·a 
foreign policy of non-intervention, peace, and 

that many state governments place every imagin
able roadblock in our path in order to keep our 
candidates off the ballot and deprive voters of a 

free trade as prescribed by America's founders. 
. What began with a small group of activists 

in Colorado has, in 20 short years, become 
America's third largest political party. We are 

proud of our heritage and the progress we have 
made in these last 20 years. 

real choice. 
Libertarians believe the answer to America's 

political problems is the same commitment to free
dom that earned America its greatness: a free-market And the best is yet to come! 

1971: 
Libertarian Party is founded pee. 11, in 

the home of David Nolan. Disillusioned Re
publicans, Democrats, and political newcom
ers hope to create an alternative to the old 
parties. 

1972: 
First national convention held in June in 

Denver, CO. John Hospers, a philosophy 
professor at the University of Southern Cali
fornia, is nominated as presidential candi
date. 

LP vice presidential candidate Tonie 
Nathan becomes the first woman in U.S. 
history to receive an electoral vote. 

1975: 
National convention in New York Citr

Roger MacBride is nominated as the LP s 
presiden_tial candidate, David Bergland as 
his runmng mate. 

1976: 
MacBride achieves ballot status in 32 

states, and receives over 170,000 votes. 

1978: 
Ed Clark receives 5 percent of the vote in 

. his race for governor of California. 
Dick Randolph of Alaska becomes the 

first elected Libertarian state legislator. 

1979: 
Presidential nominating convention held 

in Los Angeles. Ed Clark and David Koch 
named as presidential and vice presidential 
candidates. 

Permanent ballot status achieved in Cali
fornia as more than 80,000 voters register 
Libertarian. 

1980: 
Ed Clark appears on the ballot in all 50 

states, the Distnct of Columbia, and Guam, 
and receives almost one million votes. His 
campaign runs extensive national television 
ads and offers many Americans their first 

look at what the LP has to offer. Many in the 
media reco~ the LP for the first time as a 
serious political force. 

. Dick Randolph is re-elected to Alaska 
. state legislature. 

Ken Fanning, also running as a Libertar
ian, is elected to Alaska legislature. 

1982: 
Louisiana congressional candidate James 

Agnew receives 23 percent of the vote. 
Alaska gubernatorial candidate Dick 

Randolph receives 15 percent of the vote. 
Arizona gubernatorial candidate Sam 

• Steiger receives 5 percent of the vote. 

1983: 
David Bergland is nominated in New 

York City as the LP' s presidential candidate. 
Jim Lewis is his runnmg mate. 

1984: 
On the ballot in 39 sta,tes, David Bergland 

and Jim Lewis come in third in the race for 
president for the first time in the LP' s history. 

Bergland publishes libertarianism in One 
Lesson, a campaign book that eventually 
sells over 75,000 copies, and is still used by 
the LP today as an introductory text. 

Andre Marrou becomes the third Liber
tarian elected to the Alaska legislature. . 

Libertarians are elected to 11 more local 
offices around the country. 

1986: 
More than 200 candidates across the 

United States receive 2.9 million votes. 
Ray Cullen, candidate for treasurer in 

California, gets 570,000 votes, largest vote • 
total ever for a third party candidate in Cali
fornia. 

1987: 
Doug Anderson is elected elections com

missioner in Denver. 
Libertarians are elected to every seat on 

the city council in Big Water, Utah. 
Former U.S. Congressman Ron Paul re

signs from the Republican Party and joins the 

LP. 
Seattle convention nominates Ron Paul 

for president and Andre Marrou for vice 
president. 

1988: 
Ron Paul, on the ballot in 46 states and 

the District of Columbia, comes in third, 
receiving more than 430,000 votes nation
wide-almost twice the total of any other 
"third" party. 

1990: 
Approximately two million people vote 

for LP candidates. 
Election Day is "Double Digit Day," as 

numerous LP candidates for U.S. Congress 
and state house draw percentage numbers in 
teens, twenties, and thirties. 

New Mexico state legislature candidate 
Illa Mae Bolton gets 31 percent of the vote. 

California congressional candidate Joe 
Shea receives 27 percent of the vote. 

A 5 · percent vote for New Hampshire 
gubernatorial candidate Miriam Luce quali
fies LP of New Hampshire as an official party 
with ballot status. 

More than 440,000 Texans vote for Court 
of Criminal Appeals candidate Carol Caul. 

More Libertarian candidates win elec
tion in local races-city council, school board, 
etc .. 

1991: 
New Hampshire state legislators Calvin 

Warburton and Finlay Rothhaus resign from 
the Re_publican Party and join the LP. 

Chicago nominating convention names 
Andre Marrou and Nancy Lord as presiden
tiaVvice presidential ticket 

1992: 
In New Hampshire's presidential primary 

election Andre Marrou beats incumbent Presi
dent George Bush in Dixville Notch, the 
town whose voters always vote first in the 
nation. Marrou receives 11 votes to Bush's 
nine. LP presidential ticket apJ;>earS on all 50 
state ballots. Over7 50 Libertanans seek elec
tive office across the country. 
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PREAMBLE 

Libertarians believe that each of us should be 
allowed to plan bis or her own future. We believe that 
individuals have the right to deal with their own 
problems. This can be done individually or by work
ing with others in a peaceful and honest way. We 
reject the initiation of force by anyone, including 
government. 

Today our government uses force, or the threat of 
force, to achieve most of its goals. Repeated failures 
by our government have shown us that this is not a 
practical approach. As Libertarians, we also believe 
that this use of force is immoral. 

Libertarians seek a world in which voluntary 
cooperation replaces force in human relationships. 
We recognize that such a world cannot be achieved 
overnight. We have identified several important is
sues which are topics currently in the political spot
light. In each case, we believe there are substantial 
changes that could be made to move toward our 
goal-replacing aggression and force with peace and 
cooperation. 

Toward that end, we offer the following Program. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

Millions of Americans who are willing and able 
to work are unemployed. Republicans and Democrats 
argue over band-aids like extending unemployment 
benefits and creating make-work government jobs. 
Meanwhile, they ignore the major cause of unemploy
ment their own policies. When government officials 
inflate the supply of money, when they give special 
privileges to banks, and when they try to plan the 
economy, they cause cycles of boom and bust
cycles that misdirect investors, destroy healthy com
panies, and put workers out of work. 

Some politicians propose that the government 
should guarantee a job to every American. Other 
politicians believe a national industrial policy will put 
people to work. The Soviet Unioo tried these policies 
for decades. The result was national bankruptcy and 
widespread poverty. Why should we make the same 
mistakes that the Soviets made? 

The only cure for unemployment is areal job. The 
only effective way to create real jobs is to have a strong 
economy. 

The Democrats and Republicans have destroyed 
jobs by: 

• taking money consumers and businesses would 
otherwise use to purchase goods and services, 

• taking money individuals and companies would 
otherwise use for investment, 

• subsidizing foreign governments, foreign busi
nesses. and foreign citizens, 

• financing their massive budget deficit with 
borrowed money that otherwise could be used for 
business expansion and job creation, 

• smothering workers, business people, and in
vestors with endless regulations and bloated bureau
cracy, and 

• restricting commerce and trade. 
Each year, our government takes over $200 bil

lion in taxes from American consumers and busi-
• nesses to subsidiz.e foreign governments, foreign com
panies, and foreign citizens. The U.S. provides for
eign countries free defense, direct military aid, direct 
economic aid, guaranteed loans, and other subsidies 

too numerous to list. Our government is sending your 
bard earned dollars to many of our fiercest competi
tors. This puts businesses here at a competitive disad
vantage. 

The U.S. corporate income tax discourages the 
flow of capital into America to open and expand 
businesses and create new jobs. Companies that pay 
lower taxes can produce goods and services at a lower 
cost and be more competitive in world markets. Com
panies that pay higher taxes have to pass those extra 
costs on to someone-usually their customers. This 
raises prices for American consmners and helps price 
American goods out of foreign markets. The result is 
lost jobs at home. 

More jobs are lost because of useless regulations 
and bureaucratic mandates. Large companies must 
devote resources to comply with each new regulation 
instead of becoming more competitive, expanding, 
and creating new jobs. Small businesses, which gen
erate the vast majority of new jobs, frequently cannot 
afford to comply. They go out of business and unem
ployment rises. 

The free flow of goods and services is a major 
source of employment in a market economy. Any
thing which restricts trade, either within a country or 
between countries, contributes to unemployment. 
Democrats and Republicans may talk about eliminat
ing subsidies, trade barriers, and tariffs, but they 
haven't done it. The current U.S. policy of subsidizing 
agriculture, limiting imports, and erecting countless 
other barriers to trade is the exact opposite of the free 
trade position that our government claims to support. 

To enable Americans to find jobs, we must do 
everything in our power to give workers, and the 
companies they work for, the ability to compete in 
world markets. The Libertarian Party supports five 
major initiatives to achieve this goal: 

• Phase out all direct and indirect subsidies to 
foreign nations, foreign companies, and foreign citi
zens. 

• Eliminate the double taxation of corporate prof
its. 

• Eliminate regulations and mandates that make 
companies less competitive and cost jobs. • 

• Unilaterally end all domestic subsidy programs, 
trade barriers, and tariffs. 

• End government economic meddling that re
sults in depressions and recessions that destroy jobs. 

EDUCATION 

Public schools are supposed to provide a good 
education for our children. More often than not, they 
don't. Each year public schools graduate more and 
more students who are unable to read, write, or do 
basic arithmetic. Our children's talents are wasted 
because we continue to trust politicians to do this 
important job. Politicians have bad decades to fix 
these problems, and they haven't been able to do so. 

In recent years, government involvement in edu
cation has grown rapidly. At the same time, the quality 
of the education offered to most public school students 
has gone down. We are finding, as with so many other 
government efforts, that throwing more money or 
more regulations at this problem does not fix it. The 
best way to end the crisis in education is to deal with 
the main cause-government involvement. 

The politicians who run the public schools have 
created new regulations and mandated new programs. 
These are imposed on local schools. We have more 
bureaucracy and less inn(?vation. We have more red 
tape and less creativity. More resomces are soent on 

these matters. The cost of education goes up. 1be 
quality of education goes down. 

Many public schools have become dangerous 
places for our children. The news is filled with reports 
of drug use, rapes, assaults, and murders in our schools. 
It's difficult to expect a child to learn in a place where 
the child does not feel safe. Yet most families have no 
choice but to send their children to the local public 
school, no matter bow dangerous. 

It's no surprise that poor children suffer the most 
under the current system. Wealthy parents can afford 
to send their children to better or safer schools. Poor 
parents have no choice. Their children generally end 
up in the schools with the worst problems. These 
children end up at a public school, which is obligated 
to accept every local student, even those who are not 
interested in learning or who have a reputation for 
being disruptive or dangerous. The current system 
. traps poor children in poor schools. This is just one 
reason that many parents have given up hope that their 
children will escape µie poverty they have known. 

To solve a crisis, you must recognize and elimi
nate its cause. The crisis in education is no different 
The most important step is to end government control 
of education. We must move toward a system where 
parents have good, safe, affordable choices for edu
cating their children. 

To transfer control of education from bureaucrats 
to parents and teachers and encourage alternatives to 
the public school monopoly, the Libertarian Party 
would: 

• Support a true market in education-one in 
which parents and students would not be stuck with a 
bad local school, because they could choose another. 

• Implement measures such as tax credits so that 
parents will have the financial ability to choose among 
schools. 

• Provide financial incentives for businesses to 
help fund schools and for individuals to support stu
dents other than their own children. 

• Eliminate the U.S. Department of Education, 
which spends billions on education and educates no 
one. The growth of this agency and its numerous 
regulations is a major reason for runaway costs in 
American schools. 

POLITICAL 
CORRUPTION 

Americans of all backgrounds are sick and tired 
of the growing problem of political corruption and 
abuse. Every day more and more examples of the 
abuse of power by elected and appointed officials bit 
the newsstands. These problems are epidemic in both 
the Democratic and the Republican parties. 

The House Bank-set up with bipartisan sup
port-was supposed to be a convenient way for busy 
congressmen to cash their paychecks. What it turned 
out to be was a scam for many congressmen-a way 
to write bad checks often totalling more than a 
congressman's pay. If you or I did this at our local 
bank, we would be subject to criminal prosecution and 
fines in most states. Why should congressmen allow 
themselves to do something wrong? Should we be 
surprised that a group of people who cannot balance 
their own checkbooks cannot balance our national 
budget? 

. Both parties in Congress have voted to give 
themselves dozens of special privileges-everything 

continued on next page 
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from free airport parking to health clubs to cheap 
haircuts to passing laws that do not apply to them. 
How different is this from the way that kings, queens, 
and dictators make demands of their citizens while 
they do what they please? 

Both the Democrats and the Republicans vote to 
use our tax dollars to pay for their election campaigns 
and their conventions. Tens of millions of taxpayer 
dollars are used for this every four years. They use our 
money for their purposes so that they don't have to 
use their own. Isn't it time that members of Congress 
pay their own bills instead of making us pay them? 

Then, to make it harder to challenge their power, 
both parties have cooperated in enacting laws in 
almost every state that make it very difficult and 
extremely expensive for any other candidate to get on 
the ballot. Even billionaire Ross Perot has commented 
that the law in most states makes it difficult to get on 
the election ballot. If the business of Congress were 
anything other than politics, people would be calling 
for Congress and its members to be subject to anti
trust laws to prevent their monopol}'. from being 
abused ever again. Congress bas done a good job to 
make sure that the laws they write to rule over others 
don't apply to Congress or its members! 

And to add insult to injury, Congress has had no 
problem finding the time or spending· the money to 
give themselves a big, fat raise. Wouldn't you love it 
if you only bad to vote "yes" to get a huge raise 
whenever you wanted one! If nothing else, doesn't 
this make it clear that members of Congress see 
themselves as a special, privileged class? 

Libertarians believe that elected officials should 
not bide behind special privileges that exempt them 
from the rules they impgse on the people who elect 
them. Libertarians believe that elected officials do not 
deserve and should not have any rights or privileges 
that are different from those of any other citizen. We 
support: 

• Elimination of special rights and privileges for 
elected or appointed government officials. 

• Revision of any law or regulation that exempts 
the governmentor its officials from compliance. 

• Ending government funding of any political 
party or candidate. 

• Revision of state and federal laws to enable all 
candidates for elective office to be included on elec
tion ballots. 

HEALTHCARE 
AND HEALTH COSTS 

During childhood, most of us learned that if a 
little bit of something is bad, a lot is usually worse. 
Regrettably, most Republican and Democratic politi
cians haven't learned this simple lesson. Congress has 
535 members who have submitted over 600 proposals 
for some form of socialized medicine (known as 
"national health care") or national health insurance. 
They are tripping over each other to solve a problem 
that they helped cause! 

The most common reason given for further gov
ernment involvement in health care is the rapidly 
growing cost of these services. While medical costs 
certainly have risen rapidly, it is necessary to under
stand the reasons for the cost increases before propos
ing any solution. Among these reasons are: 

• Advancement of new technologies, many of 
which are expensive to develop and to provide to • 
patients. 

• Expansion of federal and state _regulation of 
medical services, which has led to skyrocketing <X>Sts; 

Examples of such regulations include certificates of 
need, hospital licensure, and Medicaid reimburse
ment policies. 

• Growth of fraud in federal and state programs. 
• State-mandated insurance benefits, which drive 

up the cost of insurance by forcing employers to 
provide unwanted and unneeded frills. 

• Food and Drug Administration drug approval 
procedures, which cost consmners about $200million 
for each new drug while failing to assure drug safety. 

• The government-sponsored licensing monopoly 
that requires physician services when others (e.g. 
midwives, nurses, optometrists, and pharmacists) could 
perform as well and at a much lower cost to the patient 

• Tax policy that encourages employers, rather 
than their employees, to make health care choices. 
This discourages individuals from acting as informed 
consumers of health insurance or health care. 

All but one of these factors involve an action 
taken by the government which results in increased 
prices for health care. 

It is clear that national health care or national 
health insurance will not address any of the sources of 
price increases: 

• If we want to have new technology available, 
someone has to pay the price tQ develop and provide 
it. Passing a law cannot reduce these costs. It can only 
affect who pays for them. The Pentagon has taught us 
that the government is a horrible purchasing agent! 

• Adding new government programs will not 
address the cost increases which have resulted from 
prior government programs. If anything, it is another 
step in the wrong direction, and it is certain to increase 
costs. 

• If the government cannot control Medicare and 
Medicaid fraud today, it is foolish to think that it could 
cope with the same issues more effectively under a 
nationwide program covering everyone. 

• State mandates will not be eliminated when the 
governmentcontrolsbealthcare.Federalcontrolmeans 
that all health services will be provided subject to 
federal regulations-and mandates. 

• National health care will in no way eliminate the 
current regulations and requirements for introduction 
of a new drug. 

A little bit of government involvement in the 
health care industry brought increased problems. 
Greater involvement brought about the current mess. 
Expanding the role of government involvement fur
ther is clearly the path to disaster. We believe that a 
government-operated health care system would have 
the efficiency of the Post Office, the cost-effective
ness of the Pentagon, and the com~ion of the 
Internal Revenue Service. If you doubt this, then we 
suggest you look north to Canada where the Canadian 
national health program bas people dying while they 
wait for rationed health services! 

The Libertarian Party advocates reversing direc
tion and getting the government completely out of the 
health care business. 

VIOLENCE, CRIME, 
AND DRUGS 

As violent crime increases, each of us grows 
co~cerned. We should feel safe and secure, but our 
government has failed to protect us. 

Violent crime continues to increase in this coun
try. We must devote more resources to finding and 
prosecuting people who commit violent crimes such 
_ as mmder, rape, assault. and arson. Unfortunately, we 

cannot, because so many resources go to a battle we 
cannot win-the "war on drugs." 

Drug dealers, not drug users, commit most vio
lent ~es associated with drugs. The "war on drugs" 
drives up drug prices, which attracts more people to 
the drug trade. When potential profit increases, drug 
dealers resort to greater extremes, including violence. 
They fight each other and law enforcement officials to 
defend their very profitable turf. Occasionally they 
kill innocent bystanders in the crossfire. Those few 
crimes committed by drug users also are a result of 
artificially high drug prices. Desperate drug addicts 
commit more and more robberies to keep up with the 
increasing cost of their habits. 

We know from past experience bow to solve this 
problem. During Prohibition, when alcohol was 
banned, violence increased from turf wars between 
bootleggers. When Prohibition ended, so did the vio
lence related to bootlegging. The per capita murder 
rate decreased for nine consecutive years after the end 
of-Prohibition. • 

Do we hear about alcohol distributors having a 
shootout on the street today? Of course not! Why? 
Because there is no reason to commit violent crimes 
when operating a legal business. While those addicted 
to alcohol certainly suffer, at least they don't have to 
steal to support their habit. People addicted to alcohol 
don't rob houses because they can obtain enough 
money through other means, be it a job or panhan
dling. 

Earlier this century, drugs were legal in the United 
States. If the importation, sale, and use of drugs were 
legal again, open competition would eliminate the 
extreme profitability of drug dealing. The violence of 
drug dealing would cease because dealers would no 
longer have the economic incentive to commit violent 
crimes. We can expect the end of drug prohibition to 
lead to the same decrease in violent crime we experi
enced after the end of alcohol Prohibition. 

Illegal drugs are no different than the legal drugs 
called alcohol and tobacco. Some illegal drugs may be 
harmful to the mind or body, just like alcohol and 
tobacco. Some are addictive, just like alcohol and 
tobacco. If these drugs werem.ae legal, as they once 
were, the government would not be encouraging their 
use, just as the government does not encourage alco
hol or tobacco use, even though they are legal. 

Over 500,000 Americans die each year as a result 
of using alcohol, tobacco, and other legal and illegal 
drugs. Alcohol and tobacco combined account for 
almost 95 percent of the total. Another 4 percent come 
from overdoses of legal drugs. Even though millions 
of Americans use illegal drugs every year (over 26 
million in 1990 according to the government), these 
drugs are responsible for only about 1 percent of these 
deaths. If banning drugs to protect people from them
selves makes sense, it makes more sense to ban 

alcohol and tobacco. Yet there is no call for such a ban, 
because Prohibition has already failed, as would a ban 
on tobacco. When will the government learn that all 
attempts at prohibition will fail in a free society? 

The Libertarian Party recognizes that if people in 
a free society want a product-be it whiskey, ciga
rettes, Valium(R), marijuana, or cocaine-they will 
find a way to get it, whether or not it is legal.We do not 
endorse drug use. We do not encourage drug use. We 
do, however, support relegalization of all drugs. We 
realize that government action in a free country cannot 
stop drug use. Legalization will eliminate drug-re
lated violent crime and will, therefore, help reduce our 
crime problem. 

The Libertarian Party also recognizes that re
sources devoted to the "war on drugs" could better be 
used to fight other crimes such as murder, rape, theft, 
and fraud. As long as billions of dollars are spent on a 
battle we cannot win, we will have inadequate re
sources to fight these other battles that we must win. 

Copies of the Libertarian Pany Program are 
available from the LP national headquarters, 1528 
Pennsylvania Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20003. 
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Introductory Politics 
Fmderic Bastiat, The Law(*) 
David Bergland, Libertarianism in One Lesson(*); 

America's Ubertarian Heritage(*) 
Maurice Cranston, What Are Human Rights?(*) 
Garet Garrett, The People's Pottage (*) 
F.A. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom(*) 
Rose Wilder lane, The Discovery of Freedom(*) 
H. L. Mencken, A Mencken Chrestomathy(*) 
P. J. O'Rour1<e, A Parfiament of Whores(*) 
C. Northcote Parldnson, The Law and the Profits(*) 
Isabel B. Paterson, God of the Machine (*) 
Ayn Rand, Capitalism: The Unknown Ideal(*) 
Leonard Read, Anything That's Peaceful(*) 
Robert Ringer, Restoring the American Dream (*) 
Murray Rothbard, For a New Liberty(*) 

Classics of Political Thought 
Before the 20th Century 
Lord Acton, Essays on Freedom & Power 
Benjamin Constant, The Uberty of the Ancients Compared 

with that of the Modems 
Auberon .Herbert, The Right & Wrong of Compulsion by the 

State 
Wilhelm von Humboldt, The Umits of State Action 
Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence(*) 
John Locke, Two Treatises of Government 
John Stuart Mill, On Uberty(*) 
John Milton, Areopagitica 
Tom Paine, The Rights of Man 
Herbert Spencer, Social Statics; Man vs. the State(*) 
Lysander Spooner, No Treason 
Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience(*) 

20th-Century Classics 
of Political Thought 
Isaiah Bertin, Four Essays on Uberty 
James M. Buchanan & Gordon Tullock, The Calculus of 

Consent 
F. A. Hayek, The Constitution of Liberty 
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Economics of Liberty(*) 
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Privatization 
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History of Economic Thought 
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Scholastic Economics 
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Ludwig von Mises, Socialism • 
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Foundation for World Peace (*) 
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Affairs 
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Bernard Bailyn, The ldeoiogical Origins of the American 
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Arthur A. Ekrich Jr., The Decline of American Liberalism(*) 
Paul Fussell, Wartime 
Robert Higgs, Crisis & Leviathan 
Murray N. Rothbard, Conceived in Liberty 
Thomas Sowell, Ethnic America 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 
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and People 
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Thomas Gale Moore, Privatization Now or Else: The 

Impending Failure of Democracy and Freedom in Central 
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Social Policy 
Walter Block, Defending the Undefendable (*) 
Clint Bolick, Urifinished Business: A Civil Rights Str'ategy 

tor America's Third Century, Changing Course: Civil 
Rights at the Crossroads 

Henry Hazlitt, The Conquest of Poverty(*) 
Michael Levin, Feminism & Freedom 
Wendy McElroy, Ed., Freedom, Feminism & the State 
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