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N O R T H R U P P R O P O S E S R E S T R I C T I O N O F L E G I S L A T I V E S E S S I O N S

Quoting the famous adage that "no man's l i fe or property is safe whi le the

l e g i s l a t u r e i s i n s e s s i o n , J o h n N o r t h r o p , L i b e r t a r i a n c a n d i d a t e f o r G o v e r n o r ,

today proposed rest r ic t ions on the length o f New York State leg is la t ive sess ions.

R e s p o n d i n g t o l e g i s l a t i v e l e a d e r s w h o s u g g e s t e d a p o s s i b l e p o s t e l e c t i o n

f t

s e s s i o n , N o r t h r o p n o t e d . E a c h y e a r , t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , w h i c h h a s i n c r e a s e d i t s o w n

budget to $100 mil l ion this year, passes more laws and increases spending. I t i s

n o c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t o u r e c o n o m y h a s d e c l i n e d , t a x e s h a v e I n c r e a s e d a n d p r o b l e m s

h a v e m u l t i p l i e d i n d i r e c t r e s p o n s e t o t h e i n c r e a s e i n l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i v i t y,

n e w p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n t a k e s t h e s t a t e i n t o a n o t h e r a r e a o f o u r l i v e s , a n d i s

usual ly just ified as a'solut ion' to aproblem which some earl ier legislat ive

E a c h

T h e l o n g e r t h e l e g i s l a t u r e i s i n s e s s i o n , t h e m o r e l i k e l y i t w i l la c t c r e a t e d .

find something to keep i tsel f occupied, and there is nothing more dangerous than

a p o l i t i c i a n l o o k i n g f o r s o m e t h i n g t o d o .

I s u p p o r t a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a m e n d m e n t w h i c h l i m i t s l e g i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n s t o

1 2 0 d a y s p e r y e a r , a n d w h i c h l i m i t s s e s s i o n s i n o d d n u m b e r e d y e a r s t o t h e s o l e

p u r p o s e o f r e p e a l i n g l a w s . In the meantime, we can accomplish the same thing

b y r e s t r i c t i n g e x p e n s e p a y m e n t s f o r m e m b e r s o f t h e l e g i s l a t u r e t o a fi x e d n u m b e r

o f days , t hen we ' l l see how o f t en t he l eg i s l a t u re mee ts ! L im i t i ng t he l eg i s l a t i ve

s e s s i o n w i l l r e s u l t i n l o w e r c o s t s a n d f e w e r m e d d l e s o m e a n d r e s t r i c t i v e l a w s .

s a i d N o r t h r o p .
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Northrup, aSyracuse CPA was nominated by the Libertarian Party at its

H e i s m a k i n g h i s s e c o n d r u n f o r o f fi c e , b e i n g

upstate New York 's br ightest

s t a t e c o n v e n t i o n i n B i n g h a m t o n .

f t

described by the Syracuse Post Standard as one of

young men" in a1980 run for Congress.
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