
The official newsletter of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota
LP MN endorses 5 candidates

Dr. Mary Ruwart
Ruwart: liberty is only path to peace

By Caryn Cohen

Delegates to the
Minnesota Libertarian
Convention on April 19,
endorsed five candidates
for local, state, and federal
office.

Eric Johnson was
endorsed as a candidate
for U.S. House of

Representatives in District
6. District 6 encompasses
Dakota, Washington, and
Anoka Counties. The
incumbent is Bill Luther.

Eric, who resides in
Lakeland will focus his

campaign on reducing the
size of government, abol¬
ishing the income tax, and
helping the Libertarian
Party to grow. Eric feels
that the Minnesota
Libertarian Party's next
direction should be
toward establishing coun¬
ty affiliate parties. He
pointed out that if every¬

one devoted just a small
amount of time, perhaps a
couple of hours a week or
one weekend day per
month, to helping the
Libertarian Party, the
Party would begin to
grow.

He stated, "There are

a lot of people out there
who agree with us and
think like us. It's just a
matter of searching those
people out and convincing
them to join us and get
involved."

Larry Fuhol, who
resides in Isanti, ran an

active campaign for U.S.
Congress last year in the
8th District against Jim
Oberstar. He was

endorsed to run again in
1998. His major campaign
issues will be abolishing
the Internal Revenue

Service, focusing on prop¬
erty rights, and getting
government out of the

school system.
Rich Osness from

Austin, MN was endorsed
to run for the Minnesota
House of Representatives,
District 27B. Rich ran last

year for State Senate in
District 27. Rich encour¬

aged others to run for
office. He stated that run¬

ning as just a paper candi¬
date is of value, but
mounting a realistic cam¬
paign is even better. "We
are no longer a minority.
The voters out there agree
with us; they just don't
know it yet."

He also encouraged
people to help Libertarian
candidates by donating
money or time. "It gets
real lonely out there trying
to do everything our¬
selves," said Rich. "The
toughest debate is con¬
vincing people to stop
throwing away
(See candidates, page 12)

By Caryn Cohen

In her keynote
address to the Minnesota
Libertarian Convention,
Dr. Mary Ruwart told the
audience that it wasn't
until the late 1980's that
she realized the true

essence of the Libertarian

Party. "Liberty is the only
path to peace on earth. It's
the only path to good will
towards all. The essence

of liberty is tolerance,
compassion, and universal
love of neighbor. Liberty
gives us all those things

that politicians promise us
but never deliver."

Ruwart, the author of
Healing Our World, is a for¬
mer senior scientist at a

major pharmaceutical firm
and a former assistant pro¬
fessor of surgery at St.
(See Ruwart page page 10)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Monthly Libertarian Forum Will resume in the Fall.
Hamline University Learning Center
Call Anthony Sanders for details: 612 523-4358

Next executive committee meeting
For exact date and details, call Charles Test 612 874-8531
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Outreach and Cable access

Meetings are the first Monday of each month, for location contact
Eric Johnson at 612 436-8183

Monthly member telephoning
Ken Poe at 612 893-2398

July 1 Tuesday - July 15 Tuesday at 5:00 PM
Minneapolis and St. Paul candidate filing period
July 2 Wednesday night 6:30 PM
LP of MN Executive Committee meeting

July 12 Saturday - July 17 Thursday
River Warren Research Committee 1997 Expedition
down the Minnesota River

August 17 Sunday
Ceaarfest on the West Bank in Minneapolis
LP of MN booth

August 21 Thursday - September 1 Monday
Minnesota State Fair
LP of MN booth



1997 LP of MN

platform changes
A.3. Freedom of Speech
We oppose any attempt by government to regulate film,
recording, the Internet, other electronic media, or pub¬
lishing industries, including the press.

A.9. Drugs and Alcohol
Until such time as the prohibition of drugs is repealed, we
call for an end to the denial of pain relieving drugs such
as marijuana and heroin to those who are suffering.

3.B. Trade and Society
14. Freedom of Marriage
We hold that unions between adults are a private matter,
and should not be the subject of government licensing,
regardless of sex. We call for the state of Minnesota to not
restrict or give preferential treatment to private contracts
between adults.

Newly elected LP ofMN
Executive Committee

Charles Test: Chair

Paul Streeter: Vice Chair

Mike McCarty: Treasurer
Caryn Cohen: Secretary
At large members:

Eric Johnson
Bob Odden
Ken Poe
Bob Smith

(See back page for telephone #s and e-mail

BLACKSTONE'S COMMENTARIES
We are glad that we can announce that, "Blackstone's
Commentaries on the Laws of England" are being put
on computer disks. Bow available "BOOK IV ARCH¬
BOLD'S BLACKSTONE". This is the volume on

"Public Wrongs" (1825) This book would cost you
$80.00 if bought in an old book collector shop. We are
providing it for only 30 FRNs. This is provided in either
ASCI, WORD PERFECT 4.2 or 6.1. Send to: Edward
Fleming Sui Juris P O BOX 50490 Minneapolis,
Minnesota Republic.
Please specify format and include $30.00.

The easiest thing
you can do to help

the
Libertarian Party
is to JOIN the

Libertarian Party
Opportunities for True Libertarians to

LIVE YOUR DREAMS
You can have a real chance at wealth...
We have a powerful leadership team with an
established health care line.
Let us mentor you on your way to health
and financial independence.
Be a part of a growing company that is
making a huge difference in the way people
live and work.
Call Lauren at (612) 825-9147 for more info.

FARMERS INSURANCE GROUP OF COMPANIES

ERIC OLSON
Insurance Agency

Depend on Farmers for Life

4820 Minnetonka Blvd., Suite 405, St. Louis Park, MN 55416
Business: 928-9250 • Fax: 920-8593

Budget surplus is proof we are overtaxed
By Rich Osttess

We have a budget sur¬
plus because the legislature
is collecting more from us
in taxes than they have
been able to spend. (This is
truly amazing for these are
not frugal people.)

This surplus has
spawned a host of bad
ideas about what to do
with this unplanned boun¬
ty. Many of our elected
officials view this as an

opportunity to fund their
favorite new program, pro¬
vide a larger contingency
fund, give favored citizens
a one time payment or even
provide favored tax treat¬
ment to selected people
with something referred to
as a tax cut or credit. Once

again our legislature and
governor have proven that
there is no government
caused problem that they
cannot make worse. Any
solution that does not

decrease the level of taxa¬

tion in the future will not
correct this.

A one time refund or

credit will not solve the

problem. The tax rates will
remain where they are and

spending will increase to
absorb the excess funds.

"Tax cuts" that take the
form of preferential treat¬
ment for some citizens will

only further complicate our
already complex and poor¬
ly enforced tax code. The
Department of Revenue
cannot or will not uniform¬

ly enforce what should be
our simplest tax, the sales
and use tax. What will they
do with educational tax

credits?

Spending more on cur¬
rent programs or funding
new programs will only
temporarily help a few at
the expense of the rest of
us. Ultimately, even those
helped will be worse off
because of their dependen¬
cy upon money taken
forcibly from the rest of us.
Increasing school funding
or local government aid is a
bad idea. Funds should be
raised by the level of gov¬
ernment responsible for
spending them. For too
long our taxpayer funded
school systems and local
governments have operat¬
ed under the assumption
that spending state-taxpay¬
er's money is not the same

THEODORE O. OLSEN
Attorney at Law

Family Law ‘Estate Planning
Wills • Trusts • Probate Law

Free Initial Consulation

1102 Grand Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105 (612) 224-5079

as spending their local-
neighbor's (taxpayer )
money, because "the
money comes from the
state."

Increasing the reserve
fund will result in more

unnecessary spending. A
reserve fund of any kind
invites increased spending
by our legislature. We
should not have a contin¬

gency fund. We certainly
do not need a larger one. If
a true emergency develops
the legislature will raise the
funds needed. However, if
the funds are there the leg¬
islature will find an emer¬

gency. For the government
to forcibly take funds from
the citizenry to maintain a
"just in case" fund is
ridiculous.

The obvious solution is
to reduce the rate on some

or all state taxes or to elim¬
inate some state tax. Any
other solution will make
our lives worse. The legis¬
lature will make a problem
they caused even worse.

The surplus or excess
taxation appears to be
between seven and eight
percent of the state budget.
It would be simole to

reduce the rate of the state
income tax, the sales and
use tax or both enough to
eliminate the surplus. I
personally would prefer a
reduction in the state
income tax. In fact this
would be a good time to
eliminate the corporate
income tax and flatten out
and simplify the personal
income tax. It would have
the added benefit of pro¬
ducing a lot of jobs for all of
those people whose feder¬
ally funded welfare bene¬
fits might end in the near
future.

The budget surplus is
not a onetime windfall to
be used by the governor or
the legislature for the bene¬
fit of a preferred few. It is
proof that the state tax rates
in Minnesota are higher
than they need to be. This
is a situation that hurts all
of us. In the next few
months we will find out if
our newly elected legisla¬
ture has the intelligence
and integrity to fix this sim-
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T (612) 451-308S

Citizens for Choice in Health Care

Safeguarding Excellence
Opposing government control

P 0 BOX 40065, St. Paul, MN 55104
(612) 646-8935

PAUL STREETER
Instructor

100 - 83rd Avenue NE, Suite 107 Fridley, MN 55432
1-800407-MMSP-612-784-1488

Remember: As an officially
recognized minor political party

in Minnesota
the LPMN and its candidates

qualify for the Minnesota Political
Contribution Refund (PCR)

($50/individual or
$100/couple per year) and the
State Elections Campaign Fund

(a.k.a. Minnesota Income Tax form
$5 Check-off)

Minnesota Political Contribution
Refund (PCR) EP-3 receipts sent

upon request ONLY.

Forty ofMinnesota
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Subscription price: $12 year
Published six times a year by the Libertarian Party of
Minnesota.
(Our goal is to distribute during the even months.)
The Libertarian Party of Minnesota
Post Office BOX 580774/ Minneapolis, Minn/ 55458-0774
(612) 223-0995 or 1-800-788-2660
Circulation: 12,000
Next submission deadline is July 20,1997
Our goal is to distribute the newsletter at the beginning of
the even months. Because we depend on volunteers to
submit articles it may come out later. Your submissions are
much appreciated.
Charles Test Larry Hubner
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Production Pro Tern Test Studios - South Minneapolis

Advertising (As of January 1,1996)
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credited.
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A MESSAGE FROM

YOUR PARTY CHAIR Help needed:
Hosts for informal libertarian pot-luck get-to-know each
other parties. Detailed instructions upon request. This is
a proven method of growing party membership and activ¬
ity. Please consider hosting a get together in your home,
back yard, local park or public hall, today.

Reporters and writers for the Minnesota Libertarian

Experienced ad sales representative to sell ads in the
Minnesota Libertarian on commission

Coordinators for a variety of outreach activities

Call Metro: 223-0995 or Greater MN: 800 788-2660

Items needed
Cheap MAC or PC based computers with a color monitors to
run the Advocates for Self-Government world's smallest politi¬
cal quiz on at outreach events.

A VCR/TV combo unit for playing libertarian video tapes at
outreach events.

Multi-pocketed wire pamphlet holders for outreach events.
Wire should be much more durable than plexi-glass

A 6 - 8 foot Statue of Liberty for a trailered LPMN float for
parades.

A snowmobile or motorcycle sized trailer for the future LPMN
float for parades.

Be a LP candidate in '98!

Thank you for re-elect¬
ing me the Chair of the LP
of MN. We've been up to a
lot since the last issue of the
Minnesota Libertarian.

I recognized at least
twenty-five Libertarians at
the Concealed Carry Rights
NOW! rally on April 11,
1997 on the State Capitol
steps in St. Paul. Hundreds

Charles Test
of people turned out to hear
a variety of speakers. I
spoke from the perspective
of someone not prejudiced
against gun-owners by my
parents even though we
didn't have any in the
household. Our LP of MN

signs were in abundance at
the rally. GOOD WORK
Libertarians Catherine
Huisman and Alfred

Fingulin who were instru¬
mental in organizing this
fine rally in support of the
right to self-defense. (For a
good article on the rally
please see the Minnesota
Sentinel May 10, 1997 page
9.

Our income tax protest
1997 was well attended, too.
A dozen or more of us

handed out million dollar
bills to last-minute tax fil¬
ers. It seemed to me that
more people recognized
who we were. This is good
and bad. Collectivists real¬
ize that we want to destroy
their control structures and
know that the progressive
income tax is one of their
basic weapons against free¬
dom. While there was little
to no media downtown at

the post office this year, our
presence did earn a con¬
temptuous letter-to the-edi-
tor of the MPLS
Star/Tribune deriding our
equating income taxation
with theft and/or slavery.
(See MPLS Star/Tribune
April 17, 1997 Section A let¬
ters from readers.) The
Star/Tribune chose not to

print any of our rebuttals.

Freedom Day 1997 had
another beautiful sunny
day to celebrate freedom.
The New Ulm Battery,
(Civil War re-enactors) was
in fine form and many a
cannon report was enjoyed
from their two cannons. It
was a pleasant day spent
enjoying the company of
old and new friends.

Next came the
Powderhorn Park May Day
Parade. The LP of MN car¬

ried the ELECT Bob Odden
- Libertarian banner, our big
blue LP of MN banner,
flags, and ENOUGH IS
ENOUGH VOTE LIBER¬
TARIAN signs. It was our
first year in the parade. It
was good fun. There was
lively discussion at, our
table in the park too. Many
young people stopped by to
check us out.

At the end of May, I
participated in the big
"Coming Together" at
Macalister College. LP of
MN Minneapolis City
Council Ward 9 candidate
Bob Odden and I had been

attending "Community
Circle Dialogues " for a cou¬
ple of months.

The topic was: A
Community Conversation
About the Challenges of
Education, Housing and
Segregation in the Twin
Cities Metropolitan Area,"
sponsored by the
Community Circle
Collaborative and the
Education and Housing
Equity Project. The libertar¬
ian point of view was defi¬
nitely a minority, but I'm
very glad that Scott, our
facilitator, thought enough
of libertarian ideas to make
sure they were represented
in this project.

I am quite distressed to
realize how backward we

seem to have gone if our
goal is a color-blind society.
That was the goal at least
when I was growing up in
the 1960s and 70s. Yet when
I described my desire for a
color-blind society where
individuals are respected
because they are fellow
human beings in general,
where your character is
more important than your
race, gender, disability
I got maybe a 25-30%
applause line from an audi¬
ence of 150 mostly non¬
profit staff, teachers, politi¬

cians and community
activists. Emphasizing
what we have in common

as Americans in public and
celebrating our racial, gen¬
der, disability differences in
private is not the way to go
with the policy makers
around here. I just can't see
how we'll ever get to a
peaceful, voluntarily inte¬
grated country by blaming
dead ancestors of the living
for conditions of today.
Scary stuff.

May 31 took candidate
Bob Odden and me to the

Phillips neighborhood in
South Minneapolis. We
marched in their SAVE
OUR CITY - HOPE FOR
PHILLIPS 1997 parade.
Once again a beautiful
sunny day to walk three
miles through some of the
most politician-devastated
real estate in Minneapolis.
Lots of empty lots, housing
in rough shape and people
trapped on the Liberal
Plantation here in

Minneapolis. Along the
way we met libertarians
Mary and Wayne who are
local block club leaders.
After the parade Bob and I
passed out the World's
Smallest Political Quizzes
and LP Project Safe Street
pamphlets. I made a point
of giving some to the police
officers at the parade. Who
knows where our alterna¬
tive solutions may be
embraced.

We're making progress
in county organizing.
Thanks to Brent Jass in
Southwest Minnesota

(Watonwan county), Allen
Anderson in Rochester

(Olmsted county), Rich
Osness in Austin (Mower
county) Brandon
Christenson in Duluth (St.
Louis county), and Felicia
O'Brien in Wrenshall

(Carlton county.) We're
building the local organiza¬
tions to support local candi¬
dates in the future. We'll
have local folks doing local
outreach to their neighbors.

Our challenge is to be
able to offer the people as
many Libertarian candi¬
dates at the local, state and
federal levels so they truly
can vote for freedom at

every level of government
here in Minnesota. ■

Now is the time to

start planning to run for
public office in 1998. If
you are eligible to vote
and meet certain legal
requirements, you can
run for public office.

To be a candidate for

governor or lieutenant
governor, you must be at
least 25 years of age and
have been a resident of
Minnesota for one year
before the election, and a

citizen of the United
States.

To be a candidate for

Secretary of State, State
Auditor, State Treasurer,
or Attorney General you
must be a qualified voter
and at least 21 years of
age.

To be a candidate for
Minnesota House of

Representatives, you
must be at least 21 years
of age, a resident of the
state for at least one year
and of the legislative dis¬
trict for six months

To be a candidate for
the US. House of

Representatives, you
must be a US. citizen for
at least seven years, at
least 25 years of age and a
resident of Minnesota.

The first hurdle for

any candidate is actually
getting on the ballot.
Since the Libertarian

Party hasn't yet achieved
major party status as
defined by Minnesota
statute, our candidates
must file for office by
petition. Statewide
offices require 2,000 sig¬
natures, US.
Representative require
si,000 signatures, and
state legislative office
require s500 signatures.
The petitioning period is
only the first two weeks
of July. It is very difficult,
if not almost impossible,
for one or two people to
collect the required num¬
ber of signatures in that
time period. Our candi¬
dates need your help to
get on the ballot. In 1996
four of our ten endorsed
candidates could not col¬
lect the required number
of signatures and failed to
get their names on the
ballot. Please don't let
our candidates down next

year.
While petitioning

may be a hindrance, we
can use it to our advan¬

tage as an outreach event
and as a way to recruit
new members and volun¬
teers. As a candidate, you
should have a brochure

specifically made for peti¬
tioning. It should explain
why people are asked to
sign a petition, and tell

them about yourself and
the Libertarian Party,
along with our phone
number and web site
address.

Once you are on the
ballot, the campaign offi¬
cially begins. That is, if
you want to actively cam¬
paign. A paper candidate
is better than no candi¬
date. At the very least,
you can answer the ques¬
tionnaire for the League
of Women Voters' candi¬
date guide. If you are
able to spend some time
and money on your cam¬
paign, that would be
great. Your local library
has many books about
political campaigns; now
would be the time to learn
what is needed to be an

effective candidate.
Elections are won

county by county,
precinct by precinct, and
if we are to win future
elections, this is the time
to lay the foundation of a
third political party that
can challenge the old
political parties vote for
vote.

If you're thinking of
running please contact
the party or anyone on
the Executive Committee.
We can help answer your
questions about
running.■

Support your
LP of MN Lobbyist

Please send a special
contribtion to keep our

Libertarian lobbyist Forrest
Wilkinson on the job

Call 1-800-788-2660 Today! June 1997 Minnesota Libertarian 3



Radio debates mark LP's growing political stature
WASHINGTON, DC

Libertarians have
taken to the airwaves to

battle bureaucrats, as twice
over the past several
months LP spokespeople
went head-to-head against
high-ranking government
officials in debates on pop¬
ular radio programs.

In addition, the party's
national director debated
one of liberalism's

strongest defenders in
another radio show that
w'as broadcast across the

country.
"These types of shows

are a major boost to the
credibility of the Lr," said
the party's Deputy Director
of Communications,
George Getz. "Being on
the same stage with
government officials
shows that the media
believe our ideas have

equal stature with
theirs."

On January 17th, Getz
debated Robert Weiner,
spokesman for drug czar

General Barry McCaffrey,
on KHJJ radio in Lancaster,
California. The debate fol¬
lowed an LP press release
criticizing the Clinton
Administration's threats to

doctors who prescribed
medical marijuana.

"Weiner seemed both

annoyed and defensive"
during the debate, said
Getz. "For example, when 1
remarked that Americans
don't like the idea of the

government imprisoning
their doctors, he became
very defensive and said
that is completely false.
"Until I quoted a front-page
article in USA Today which
said the feds may prosecute
doctors for recommending
marijuana — then he
backpedaled rather quick-

When the topic broad¬
ened to include the War on

Drugs in general — and
Weiner was hammered for

trying to deny that
Americans were being
arrested for mere posses¬
sion of marijuana — the

DFA spokesman decided
he'd had enough, said
Getz.

"After a couple more
hostile questions from me
and the callers, he turned
tail and quit the interview
early, leaving just 15 min¬
utes into a scheduled 30-
minute debate," said Getz.
"As soon as Weiner left, the
first thing the host said
was, 'George, 1 got the feel¬
ing that the drug czar's
spokesman was lying to
us.' "

On March 6th, LP
National Chair Steve
Dasbach went up against a
Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) spokesperson on
KCNN radio in East Grand

Forks, Minnesota. The
debate followed an LP

press release criticizing
FEMA as wasteful, increas¬
ingly expensive, and coun¬
terproductive.

The first thing the
spokesperson tried to do
was justify the agency's
400% budget increase over

the past several years.
"She tried to explain

the [budget] increase from
$3.3 billion to $13 billion by
claiming we'd had an
unusually large run of dis¬
asters the last few years,"
said Dasbach. "I asked
whether we could therefore

expect FEMA's budget to
decline in the coming years
with a more normal level of
disasters. She started talk¬

ing about ways that FEMA
was working to control
costs and didn't answer the

question."
Slippery answers like

that — along with an
inability to explain why
FEMA subsidized irrespon¬
sible behavior — seemed to

put most listeners on the
Libertarian side of the

issue, said Dasbach.
"Surprisingly,

[callers] were over¬

whelmingly favorable
to us," he said. "People
generally felt that
individuals had a

responsibility not to

build in floodplains
[or] earthquake zones,
or to purchase private
insurance if they did
— rather than rely on
government hand¬
outs."

On March 4th, LP
National Director Perry
Willis took on Eleanor Clift,
a leftist columnist for
Newsweek and member of
the McLaughlin Group, in a
debate about liberalism.
The half-hour confronta¬
tion was broadcast on the
USA Radio Network,
which is syndicated on 60
stations around the USA.

While Willis used the

opportunity to point out
numerous examples of gov¬
ernmental failures, Clift's
defense of liberalism was

somewhat feeble, he said.
"She didn't really seem

to have an argument [in
favor of liberalism] — she
just asserted over and over
again that government
needed to do certain

things," recounted Willis.

"She didn't really say why.
She seemed perplexed that
anyone could doubt the
beneficence of

government."
But the program's lis¬

teners didn't agree, said
Willis. "The callers were all
on my side," he said. "They
seemed as perplexed that
Clift would hold the views
she did as she seemed per¬
plexed that anyone would
disagree with her."

Afterwards, Willis said
all three radio debates
marked another example of
the LP's growing political
stature.

"These opportunities
show that we're increasing¬
ly part of the political
debate, right up there with
the big boys," he said. "It's
getting harder and harder
for bureaucrats and other

big-government defenders
to duck the tough questions
that Libertarians are ask¬

ing." ■

Supreme Court should overturn the Communications Decency Act
WASHINGTON, DC—

The Libertarian Party chal¬
lenged the Supreme Court
today to "leave censorship
behind as America blasts
into cyberspace" by reject¬
ing the Communications
Decency Act — an attempt
by politicians to control
speech into the next millen¬
nium.

"The so-called
Communications Decency
Act is a case of politicians
using 19th-century censor¬
ship laws to control 21st-
century technology," said
party Chairman Steve
Dasbach as he urged the
justices to overturn it. "But
free speech is free speech —
whether distributed via an

18th-century printing press
or a 20th-century modem
— and restricting it is a
clear violation of the First
Amendment."

The court will hear oral

arguments Wednesday on
the constitutionality of the
law, which Democrats and
Republicans passed over¬
whelmingly in February
1996. Under the CDA,
Americans can be jailed for
two years and fined
$250,000 for transmitting
"indecent" material to

minors.

The Libertarian Party
vehemently opposed the
CDA from the outset, black¬
ing out its Web site for 24
hours as part of a symbolic,
worldwide protest and
joining an Internet coalition
to fight the bill.

On June 12, 1996, the
Third U.S. Circuit Court of

Appeals denounced the
CDA as a "profoundly
repugnant" violation of
free speech and struck it
down.

"What could be more

repugnant in a free society

than jailing Americans for
committing First
Amendment crimes with
their computer key¬
boards?" Dasbach asked.
"And what could constitute

a greater leap backward
than giving politicians con¬
trol over technology that
could have an impact equal
to that of Gutenberg's
printing press?"

But instead of abiding
by the lower court's ruling,
President Clinton ordered
the Justice Department to
appeal it to the Supreme
Court, citing the desire to
"help parents prevent chil¬
dren from being exposed to
objectionable material."

"Clinton's excuse for

censoring the Internet dis¬
plays a stunning ignorance
of current technology,"
Dasbach said. "Parents
have that power now, and
they didn't get it from

politicians. The market¬
place offers many comput¬
er software programs that
can block out objectionable
Internet sites, making the
CDA unnecessary."

By trying to ban all
potentially obscene materi¬
al, Dasbach said,
Republicans and
Democrats are attempting
to restrict adults to viewing
only what is fit for children.

"The demand for con¬
trol over the Internet is par¬
ticularly galling when com¬
ing from Republicans, who
bemoan other government
programs that weaken the
family," he said. "It's hypo¬
critical of them to vote for

paternalistic laws appoint¬
ing Washington bureau¬
crats as the family censor."

Instead of handing
more power to politicians,
Dasbach said,
"Government should leave

censorship behind as
America blasts into cyber¬
space, and reject politi¬
cians' attempt to control
speech into the next millen¬
nium."

Dasbach implored the
court, "Don't let
Democrats and

Republicans get away
with revoking free
speech on the Internet.
Don't let politicians
restrict what adults
can view on their com¬

puter screens, and
don't let them usurp
the role of parents in
deciding what
America's children will
see."

"By declaring the
Communications Decency
Act unconstitutional, the
court can tell politicians
that the next time they have

LP: Stop legal harassment of tobacco companies
WASHINGTON, DC —

Politicians, stop bully¬
ing tobacco companies!

So says the one politi¬
cal party that's never
accepted a single penny
from the tobacco lobby.

"Politicians should end
their campaign of legal
harassment against Liggett
and other tobacco compa¬
nies," said Steve Dasbach,
chairman of the Libertarian

Party. "Leave Liggett alone
to sell their cigarettes — a
legal product that is popu¬
lar with tens of millions of
consumers."

Has the Libertarian

Party sold out to Big
Tobacco?

"No — we've never

taken a penny from the
tobacco industry," said
Dasbach. "But we'll

staunchly defend their
right to sell their products
without harassment from

puritanical politicians."

Dasbach's comments

came after the Liggett
Group Inc., the nation's
fifth-largest tobacco manu¬
facturer, agreed last week
to turn "state's evidence"

against the tobacco indus¬
try in exchange for immu¬
nity from prosecution.
Following a lengthy legal
struggle against Justice
Department prosecutors
and 22 state attorneys gen¬
eral, Liggett also agreed to
pay the government 25% of
its pretax profits for 25
years.

"It's extortion, plain
and simple," said Dasbach.
"The government is extort¬
ing millions of dollars from
this company — simply
because politicians don't
approve of cigarettes."

But aren't cigarettes
dangerous?

"Of course cigarettes
are dangerous — and every
American has known that

for more than 30 years,"
said Dasbach. "But it's up
to individuals to weigh the
risks of smoking.
Americans have done

exactly that, and millions
have quit. However, to the
annoyance of the politi¬
cians, many adults contin¬
ue to use this legal product.

"Since it's politically
unpopular to attack tens of
millions of smokers, politi¬
cians are picking on an eas¬
ier target — the tobacco
companies. And, in the
process, they're escalating
the War on Tobacco to

absurd proportions," he
said. For example:

* Minnesota Attorney
General Hubert

Humphrey III said
prosecuting Liggett
was "like busting a
street drug dealer to
get at the Colombian

drug cartel."

* The Drug Enforcement
Agency refers to tobacco as
a "gateway drug" that will
lead children to cocaine

and heroin.

* The Food & Drug
Administration now

requires cigarette sell¬
ers to ask for IDs from

anyone younger than
27. "This means that
Americans old enough
to serve in Congress
— 25 — aren't old

enough to buy ciga¬
rettes without a photo
ID!" Dasbach noted.

And the War on

Tobacco will continue as

long as state and federal
politicians see cigarette
companies as a bottomless

source of money, Dasbach
predicted.

"The 22 states suing the
tobacco companies say they
need the money to pay
escalating Medicaid bills,
which they attribute to
smoking-related illnesses,"
he said. "But they're simply
using the cigarette compa¬
nies to try to prop up
Medicaid — another failed,
bankrupt government pro¬
gram."

So who should pay the
costs of smoking, medical
or otherwise?

"The people who
smoke," said Dasbach firm¬
ly. "Smokers should be per¬
sonally responsible for their
own foolish choices —

instead of forcing non-
smokers to pick up the tab.
If we had a free-market
health care system, smok¬
ers would have to purchase
insurance whose higher
cost reflected that risk, and

the impulse to censor, they
should stop and think
about a four-letter word:
Don't."

On the issue of elec¬
tronic free speech, the
Libertarian Party Platform
states: "We oppose any
abridgment of the freedom
of speech through govern¬
ment censorship, regula¬
tion or control of communi¬
cations media, including
laws concerning electronic
bulletin boards, communi¬
cations networks, and other
interactive electronic
media. We hold them to be
the functional equivalent of
speaking halls and printing
presses in the age of elec¬
tronic communications,
and as such deserving of
full freedom." I

politicians wouldn't have
to sue private companies to
keep their bankrupt pro¬
grams afloat."

The only way to stop
this cycle of government
extortion, he said, is for the
politicians to leave the
tobacco companies alone.

"The real threat to
our lives and freedom
comes not from tobac¬
co companies selling
legal products to eager
consumers, but from
the abuse of govern¬
ment power," said
Dasbach. "Every American
could breathe a little easier
if the government ended its
campaign of harassment
against the tobacco indus¬
try — and against
Americans who choose to

smoke." I
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You can help the LP We need you to run
By Bob Odden

We as a party are field¬
ing candidates, three this
year, and already have
three candidates for next

year. We need to continue
to run candidates every
year to develop as a party,
particularly at the local
level. We need to be famil¬
iar with local issues and
shakers. If you can be a
candidate we need you.
There is still time to run for
office this year.
There will definitely be

opportunities next year like
Minnesota House seats.

If you can't be a candi¬
date, or would like to get
more comfortable with
what is involved in a cam¬

paign, please volunteer to
help a candidate. All of the
candidates have full time

jobs, and most have fami¬
lies.

I myself work 50 hours
a week and sometimes
travel out of town. I

bought an apartment
building to help put my
children through college
and provide something for
me in my retirement. This
means dealing with build¬
ing maintenance, tenant
problems, city inspectors,
and crime. To become
more familiar with local

issues, I attend monthly
local community meetings,
the Circle Committee meet¬

ings, and the Minneapolis
Property Rights group
(Minneapolis Landlords).
This is in addition to meet¬

ings of my professional
society (American Society
of Safety Engineers) and
the Minnesota Trucking
Association. (I belong to
other groups as well.)

Finally, I try to fit my
personal life in, because I
need a personal life.

This type of schedule
is not unusual and doesn't

give your candidates much
time for campaigning.
However it does make

your candidates real peo¬
ple, deserving of your help.
Volunteering will also
increase your knowledge
of campaigns to help you
be more effective in getting
the votes we need. There
are many things that vol¬
unteers can do. This is
not a complete list:

- Deliver the Minnesota
Libertarian Party's
newsletter to business in

the areas where candidates
are running. The newslet¬
ters do get read. Of course,
continue to take newslet¬
ters to where you work.

- Help develop the word¬
ing and layout of campaign
literature and lawn signs.

- Write editorials to local

papers where candidates
are running. Candidates
can mail you copies of the
papers if you can't readily
get them yourself.

- There are a number of

parade opportunities. This
would include Gay Pride,
the Antique Car Parade on
Lake Street, Cedar Fest on
the West Bank, and the
Aquatenial in Minneapolis.
If you have kids, they
would be impressed to see
you marching as part of a
fun family day.

- Lend the LP your antique
car for a parade.

- Drop literature or go
door-knocking delivering
campaign literature.

- Making sure that lawn
signs stay up. The signs do
disappear.

- Speak to local school
classrooms. Let schools

know that you will be will¬
ing to talk about the
Libertarian Party or Free
Markets. My kids tell me
that the majority of their
classmates have never

heard of Libertarians. They
have heard of Republicans
and Democrats.

- Help line up speaking
engagements at local com¬
munity organizations.

- Put up posters on tele¬
phone poles announcing
rallies or discussing cam¬
paigns.

- Help put together rallies
to get media attention. We
are starved for media atten¬

tion.

- Call party members and
others for donations to run

campaigns. If we can get
others to buy into
Libertarian campaigns,
they will more than likely
vote for us. We have to ask
first to be able to make the
sale. Libertarians are great
talkers. After all, we know
what we are talking about.

- Be a campaign manager.
Candidates need someone

to bounce ideas off and to

use their time more effec¬

tively. The most effective
use of a candidate's time is

campaigning, not attend¬
ing to details. This can be
as much or as little as you
want to do.

We exist as a party to
run candidates. We run

candidates to change the
world to make our . lives
and our children's lives
better. We can't forsake our
future.

To help, please call
Charles Test [(612) 874-
8531] or me, Bob Odden,
[(612) 724-5526] Ward 9 in
Minneapolis. ■

By Eric Johnson

When I joined the
Libertarian Party in 1995,
running for elective office
was the farthest thing from
my mind. I felt I wasn't
qualified to be a candidate.

I don't have a four-

year college degree, my
public speaking skills were
non-existent, my under¬
standing of the political
process was probably only
a notch or two above
absolute ignorance. Two
years later at the '97 LP of
MN I announced my candi¬
dacy to run for the United
States House of

Representatives.
How did this happen?
I had learned about

the Libertarian Party in the
1980s and watched from
the sidelines, waiting for
THEM to actually do some¬
thing. Meanwhile, at work
I was forced to submit to

random drug tests, even
though I don't use illegal
drugs. April 15th seemed
to get increasingly painful
each year.

All levels of govern¬
ment seemed to have little

regard for our constitution¬
al rights. I had enough and
felt it was time for ME to

do something, so I joined
the Libertarian Party, not
knowing how I would con¬
tribute my time and efforts.
Since then, I became
involved in the outreach

committee, served on the
executive committee and

helped several of our can¬

didates petition and go
door to door with literature
before the '96 election. An
idea came to me that
should have been obvious
when I joined: the purpose
of a political party is to run
candidates for office. Who
will be our candidates?
Our members. People like
me.

A year ago I joined
Toastmasters. Even though
my public speaking ability
is far from excellent, I no

longer fear speaking in
front of a crowd. I read
books about campaigning,
politics, law. 1 participated
as a delegate to the LP
national convention. I may
never be fully prepared,
but now is a good time as
any for a real-world educa¬
tion on how to be a candi¬
date for the Libertarian

Party.
My campaign won't be

just about the issues, I will
be working to increase the
size of the Libertarian

Party. Various national
polls indicate that a sub¬
stantial portion of the pop¬
ulation have strong liber¬
tarian sentiments, any¬
where from 20% to 35%.
Those are the people that
we should be targeting to
vote for us, and to join us. I
will also be urging people
to abandon the

Republicans and
Democrats, who have
betrayed the original vision
of this country, and join the
Libertarian Party.

In 1998 I would like to

see all six state constitu¬
tional offices and all eight
US House of

Representative seats with a
Libertarian candidate, plus
as many state legislature
offices as possible. Being a
candidate doesn't necessar¬
ily mean you have to spend
a lot of time campaigning.
Even the Republicans and
Democrats have paper can¬
didates in some of their
races, just getting your
name on the ballot will

give voters a third choice.
Running for office isn't

particularly complicated, I
believe that anyone of us
can contribute, either as a

candidate, a campaign
manager, or a volunteer. I
strongly urge you to seri¬
ously consider running for
public office, or helping
our candidates in some

capacity. How much time
are you willing to devote to
ending big government? A
few hours a week? A week¬
end afternoon once a

month?
The tide is turning in

our favor. Americans have
little confidence in govern¬
ment to do the right thing;
now is the time to capital¬
ize on it. It will just take
some work to get the mes¬
sage out to people that
what they seek already
exists: a third political
party with common sense
solutions that are compati¬
ble with the traditional
American values of indi¬
vidual liberty and limited
government. H

Please volunteer today
to support Freedom
Call 1 800 788-2660

LP ofMN LOBBY report from ForrestWilkinson
Staff lobbyist report
5/26/97

By ForrestWilkinson

The 1997 session of the
Minnesota Legislature has
ended with a reverberating
whimper. The session
started with the spin of a
non-partisan, non-argu-
mentative, lets-all-just-get-
along, bill-passing love-
feast; and ended as a parti¬
san, argumentative, bill
passing, love-big-govern-
ment feast. Many of the 201
on the hill were beginning
to fade and the smiles were

looking pasted on.
Much of the language

found in the "Bad Bills"
listed in the Minnesota
Libertarian has made it to
Governor Carlson's desk
and has been signed into
law; not much has been
seen of the "Good Bills."
The Governor has made his
version of "Education
Reform" a priority and has
suggested he will not sign
the bill passed by this legis¬

lature. The possibility of a
special session being called
by the Governor is good.

Some of the excuses

offered include, but are not
limited to: education

reform, flood relief, and
sport stadium funding. If a
special session is called you
can be sure that all special
interests will take the

opportunity to aggressively
advance their bills. They
recognize the very real
threat posed by the
Libertarian Party of
Minnesota and citizens as

they demand smaller gov¬
ernment and more liberty.

Things are beginning
to change. The natural
balkanization of the power
elite as they attempt to pro¬
tect their little "piece of the
pie" in a machine growing
faster than the serfs can fuel
has them devouring their
own. The headlines will
continue with the pro-gov¬
ernment slant, but I think
evidence of increasing gov¬
ernment excesses will soon

overwhelm even the social¬
ist editorial boards of
Minnesota.

The Libertarian Party
of Minnesota and its mem¬

bership are in a unique
position to help in the calm
and orderly dismantling of
this bloated government. It
will take work, tenacity,
determination and, above
all else, knowledge.

We must individually
take responsibility. Read
the State of Minnesota
Constitution. Learn what
district you live in and who
is representing you in the
state senate and house.
Write to these people on
paper, call them on the tele¬
phone, visit them, or com¬
municate with them by e-
mail. Be polite, be brief,
stay on the subject and
know what you are talking
about, but TALK TO
THESE PEOPLE.

We must also learn the

process of creating law.
There are two publications
produced at the Capitol

that are very handy and
available with no direct

charge to you. To subscribe
to the "Session Weekly" (a
nonpartisan publication of
the MN House of

Representatives Public
Information Office) contact:

MN House of Rep
Public Information Office
175 State Office Building

(SOB)
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298

or call: 296-2146 or 1-800-
657-3550

It is published weekly dur¬
ing the legislative session
and very handy. There is a
similar document that cov¬
ers the Minnesota Senate,
likewise it can be obtained

by contacting:

Senate Publications
Room G95 State Office

Building (SOB)
St. Paul MN 55155

or call: 296-0259 or 1-800-
657-3550

There are also a num¬

ber of web sites offered by
the state.

House Directory
http://www.house.leg.sta
te.mn.us/leg/Iegis.htm

Legislature
http://www.leg.state.mn.
us/

Legislation
http://www.Iibrary.Ieg.st
ate.mn.us/Ieg/legis.htm

State Constitution

gopher://gopher.revisor.l
eg.state.inn.us:70/00/. rev
isor/mnconst

I have chosen one bill

early in its present incarna¬
tion to use as a training aid.
We will track it together
and hopefully kill it, to fur¬
ther our collective educa¬
tion. This offensive item is
based on many false
assumptions, yet it is pre¬
sented as the way to save
planet Earth from the

scourge of humans. I am
referring to that ludicrous,
legislation offered by the
chicken littles of the left to
further fund the enviro-

governmental complex; the
carbon tax.

More correctly this act
may be sited as the
"Economic Efficiency and
Pollution Reduction Act"

(EEPRA).
Senate File (S.F.) 1110 is
authored by Senators
Morse, Laidig, Hottinger,
Junge and Novak.

Its companion is
House File (H.F.) 1190
authored by
Representatives Rest,
Ozment, Long, Kalis, and
Rhodes.

More to come...

Remember Freedom works

and so should you. H
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"State legislators to LP ofMN convention
you won't see any of your money back."

candidate Eric OlsonSpeaking at the 25th
annual Libertarian Party of
Minnesota state conven¬

tion, Minnesota
Representatives Tom
Workman and Kevin

Knight told the audience
the way things are at the
Legislature.

"I'm sorry to break the
news to you," said
Representative
Workman,"but you won't
see any of your money
back. You should, but you
won't.

That just is not the
way the state legislature
works."

Representative Knight
agreed, saying how he had
hoped that property tax
relief would have passed.
"The idea behind the prop¬
erty tax reform was that we
took too much money from
you, and wanted to give
some of it back."

While the idea of giv¬
ing back money to the tax¬
payers is one that the
Libertarian Party of
Minnesota supports, the
comments struck conven¬

tion attendees as somewhat
curious.

"If they took too much
from us, how come they
only want to give us
*SOME* of it back?" asked
Felicia O'Brien, a delegate
from Carlton County.

Former gubernatorial

echoed that sentiment. "It
struck me as surreal: here's
someone admitting that
he'd taken my money, and
hoped to hear me thank
him for returning only a
portion of it. The approach
is analogous to having
someone rob me at gun¬
point and then throw a few
pennies back to me antici¬
pating that I'll react with
gratitude."

Workman explained
why he saw no property
tax relief resulting from the
budget surplus.
"Surpluses bring out every
special interest imagin¬
able," he said. "The new

spending obligations
passed this year will bal¬
loon Minnesota's bi-annual

spending to $23 billion dol¬
lars [not including federal
funds].

"Surpluses mean
more spending, never
less. You need a great
big deficit to ever have
a chance of cutting
spending," he summa¬
rized.

When Knight
expressed concern that his
Republican Party had a
leadership vacuum, a con¬
vention delegate asked
why he and fellow tax-cut
supporters did not jump
ship and join the
Libertarians. His frank

reply: he and his party fear
the Libertarians' social tol¬
erance. The key stumbling
blocks were, it seems, that
the LP of MN is pro-choice,
favors directing law
enforcement away from
victimless crimes and
toward violent and serious

property crimes, and sup¬
ports equality under the
law for gays and lesbians.
"Conservative Republicans
just can't get past abortion,
[ending drug prohibition],
and gay rights," Knight
said.

Apparently, the voters
have taken notice.

"The speeches at our
convention reflect trends in
both the Republican and
Libertarian Parties," said
LP of MN Chair Charles
Test. "The GOP has
decided it is flexible
on its commitments to
free markets and
lower taxes, but is
intransigent in its
devotion to intoler-
ence."

"We Libertarians take
a somewhat different

approach in the LP ofMN,"
Test added. "We choose to

be unflinching in both our
support for individual lib¬
erty and in our devotion to
equality. Maybe that's why
the GOP is shrinking and
we're growing." H

Please pledge $l/day to the LP of MN
Call 1 800 788-2660

and request a pledge form TODAY

Income tax protest is only moral alternative
By Rich Osttess

When I arrived at the
downtown Minneapolis
Post Office on April 15th to
take part in a Libertarian
outreach effort, my first
thought was "What's a guy
like me doing in a place
like this?" What if some¬

body saw me? We have
hundreds of customers in
the Twin Cities and a half
dozen suppliers.

I was the middle aged
guy in the suit, tie and
wingtips. I had rushed out
of my business in
mid-afternoon to attend
this event a hundred miles
from my home. I can only
imagine what my employ¬
ees or co-workers were

saying about the old man
that afternoon.

There we were, in
front of the Post Office,
signs and leaflets in hand,
talking to passers-by and
promoting our cause, liber¬
ty, freedom, the stuff that
built this country.

To those who gave us
only a passing glance, it
was an odd group. Adding
to the confusion for the
casual observer was a clus¬
ter of people from Women
Against Military Madness.
While I agree with some of
WAMM's sentiments, this
was not the usual company
for a Navy veteran who
thinks that defense is one

of the few legitimate activi¬
ties of our national govern¬
ment.

I must admit I am too

"conservative" or bashful
to engage in some of the
antics that some of our

group and the WAMM
crowd did. I contented

myself with handing out
leaflets and talking to any¬
one willing to listen.
Different techniques
appeal to different audi¬
ences. We need them all.

"Abolish the Income

Tax", "Tyrants Love
Taxes", "Taxes - just Say
Cut" and "The Income Tax
is Slavery" are all senti¬
ments with which I agree,
but 1 was underneath a

sign that said simply
"Enough is Enough, Vote
Libertarian". This matched

my style more closely, as
did the press releases 1 was
handing out that touted the
hypocrisy of this state's
and nation's two ruling
parties.

Often, I have been
accused of simplifying
things too much.
Libertarians are frequently
told that government and
society could not work the
way we suggest. This posi¬
tion is usually taken by
someone who can no

longer defend their posi¬
tion though moral or logi¬
cal arguments. Truth is not
complicated. Obfuscation
and deception are compli¬
cated. Morality and logic
are really quite simple. Life
only becomes complicated
when we attempt to justify
actions that we know are

immoral or impractical.
I can't speak for the lit¬

erature and signs of
WAMM, but I can defend
all of the literature and slo¬

gans of the Libertarians,
factually, morally and
pragmatically. Calling the

income tax slavery is per¬
haps the most extreme.

Our income tax system
is described as voluntary
but what if we choose not

to "volunteer"? All taxes
are collected through the
use or threat of force. Yes,
if you resist paying your
taxes long and vigorously
enough you will be killed.
That's force. Income taxes

are levied directly upon
our productivity, the fruits
of our labor. The forced

taking of our labor could be
more correctly labeled rob¬
bery but it is not inconsis¬
tent with slavery.

We can choose not to

work and thus avoid the
forced confiscation of a

large percentage of the
product of our labor. We
can obtain special favors
through the tax code that
exempt us from the tax
burden born by our neigh¬
bors. Neither of these
alternatives is morally
acceptable.

The choice for a moral
man is to passively submit
to ever shrinking freedom
and higher taxes or resist.
We are fortunate. We can

still resist through the bal¬
lot box and by educating
our fellow citizens.
Resistance need not take
the form of tax evasion or

violence. It can be accom¬

plished through education,
including activities like the
income tax protest in front
of the Post Office. I

To those who might ask
why I was there:
Why were you not?

A rational approach to environmental
claims FACTS, NOT FEAR
By Michael Sattera and Jane S. Shaw
This book review is

reproduced from the 2nd
Renaissance Books

Catalog; available by
calling (800) 729-6149

Perhaps the worst of
the misinformation the
environmentalists spread is
aimed at children in

schools. Kids are taught
that they may die at any
time, because the earth is
teetering on the brink of
destruction and will be

pushed into the abyss if
their mothers use one more

styrofoam cup.
Most adults accept

much of the environmen¬

talist propaganda as well.
The purpose of FACTS,
NOT FEAR is to present
the truth about many of the
enviornmentalist "sacred
cows" — from recycling
and population control to
the ozone layer and "rain
forests". It is a guidebook
for adults, with helpful
advice on how to present
these issues rationally to
children. This carefully
researched work lays out
the facts, and debunks
environmentalist fallacies
in a manner very easy to
understand.

For example, environ¬
mentalists claim that the
world's rapidly increasing
population will soon
exceed the planet's capaci¬
ty to feed it, causing mass
starvation. The authors

show, however, that food
production is growing at a
faster rate than the popula¬
tion and that even with no

technological advances, the
earth can support many
times the expected popula¬
tion.

Another environmen¬
talist myth is that recycling
is necessary because we are
running out of landfill
space. But the authors cite
calculations showing that
all the garbage this country
will produce in the next
1,000 years will fit into one-
tenth of one percent of the
land area of the continental
US. Furthermore, recycling
paper is extremely ineffi¬
cient, costing many times
more than producing com¬
pletely new goods.

After each topoic,
there is a section that
instructs parents on how to
answer their children's

questions. Another section
gives suggestions for edu¬
cational activities by which

parents can reinforce the
lessons presented in the
book. The authors includ¬
ed appendixes which list
both scientific and propa-
gandistic books on envi¬
ronmentalism.

The authors are not

content just to present the
narrow facts relevant to

some environmental issue.

They proceed to make
broad, illuminating inte¬
grations of those facts.
They show how capi¬
talism is the only
means of enhancing
human welfare: "This
stress on cutting con¬
sumption and redis¬
tributing wealth omits
the fact that ... wealth
must be created; it is
not a 'given". Unless
the poorer countries
create wealth, redis¬
tribution will accom¬

plish nothing."
They explain why

in principle the claims
about "vanishing
resources" are false:

"Natural resources

aren't useful until human

beings figure out how to
use them, and human inge¬

nuity is constantly finding
how to use new resources

or old resources in new

ways. As long as the
human mind is free to be
creative and ingenious,
we should not worry
about depleting our natur¬
al resources."

One is struck by
the authors' OBJEC¬
TIVITY. Every
abstraction they draw
is firmly grounded in
perceptual FACT, and
they clearly explain
each step of its
derivation. After

reading this book,
you will understand
the truth about each
of the environmental

issues, and be able to

explain it convincing¬
ly to the man on the
street.

FACTS, NOT FEAR
is one of the best armories
of facts you are likely
every to come across.
Don't miss this gem of a
book!

soft cover, $14.95 H

Freedom Day 1997
The ever vigilant Berg's Battery from New Ulm,
Minnesota, established 1863

Libertarians supporting your right to self-
defense at a Concealed Carry Rights NOW!
rally at the State Capitol April 11
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Libertarians on parade
By Bob Odden

Monster puppets, 30
feet high, with hands
reaching out to touch your
soul. Children running
around as recycling or
endangered animals in a
riot of colors.

Defting (this is sup¬
posed to be a word for
loud) cheers from a crush¬
ing crowd of 50,000 who
lined the parade route.
Sunny skies burned those
foolish enough not to wear
sun screen. Smiling faces
reveled in one of the most

diverse parades in the
entire state.

Yes, this is
Powderhorn, my part of
Minneapolis, Ward 9. The
May Day Parade (first
Saturday in May) has been
going on for 23 years.
Anyone who wants to
march can. For the first¬
time in the parade's histo¬
ry, Libertarians were there
to complete this enormous
diversity of thought.

We carried
Americanand Liberty flags.
(The only ones sighted all
day.) In addition, we car¬
ried the banner,
"Vote Bob ODDEN -

Libertarian "

We set up our table, with
the crowds of people over¬
flowing the sidewalks,
many stopped by to talk
and pick-up literature.

For those attending,
there was a chance to talk
to the Green Party, Labor
Party, the candidate for
mayor from the Property
Rights group, and the Tax
Conservative Party, plus
numerous other organiza¬
tions. This allows you to
know the concerns of other

groups.
There was barbecuing,

lots of junk food to buy,
and listening to bands at
two different stages. The
highlight was the SUN
being paddled across the
lake in a canoe. When the
SUN makes it to the other

shore, spring has arrived.

The crowd of thousands

sitting on a grassy hill
overlooking the lake goes
wild. This is by far the best
event held in Minneapolis.
The parade is ideal for chil¬
dren The crowds are joy¬
ous, peaceful, and inquir¬
ing. As Libertarians trying
to change the world, what
more could we ask for. Did
1 forget to mention that we
had a great time?

This isn't the only
parade we can march in
this year. There will be
plenty more. If you are
proud to be a Libertarian
and enjoy having a good
time, talk to Charlie Test
about upcoming events. If
you know of a good parade
and want to march with
other Libertarians, let
Charlie know as well.
Thanks to the following
people: Charlie Test, Bob
Smith, Howard Huston,
Jason Buford, and Caryn
Cohen. H

Interested in a catalog from
the Freedom Library?
From Ken Nebel

The Freedom Library
is a 91-page catalog full
of books and transcripts
/ audio and video tapes
of seminars, speeches
and educational TV
shows. The catalog is
peppered with quotes
from many of the offer¬
ings, and the catalog
itself is enjoyable read¬
ing.

Much of the materi¬

al in the Freedom

Library speaks to mod¬
ern day concerns — and
is directly descended
from the heritage of
William Wallace, Robert
the Bruce, the founding
of the United States and
the struggles of people
all over the world to

achieve freedom.
If anyone would like

a copy of the Freedom
Library,

simply write to:
Ronald Trowbridge,

Vice President for
External Affairs,
Hillsdale College,
Hillsdale, Michigan
49242.

Here is one quote
from the Freedom

Library which relates
well to certain discus¬
sions we have been hav¬

ing lately. As my friend
Andrei from Kiev is
fond of pointing out: "It
seems like America is
determined to follow in

the path of Russia and
see if socialism can fail

again.
"Can't your leaders
learn from our experi¬
ence? Does all learn¬

ing have to be first
hand?"

(I have not been able to
give Andrei any satisfac¬
tory answer.)

"It is almost a joke
now in the western

world, in the 20th cen¬

tury, to use words like

"good" and "evil".
They have become
almost old-fashioned
concepts, but they are
very real and genuine
... in Communist coun¬
tries there is occurring
a liberation of the
human spirit. New
generations are grow¬
ing up which are
steadfast in their
struggle with evil;
which are not willing
to accept unprincipled
compromises; which
prefer to lose every¬
thing — salary, condi¬
tions of existence, and
life itself— but are not
willing to sacrifice
conscience; not willing
to make deals with
evil."

...from: Words of

Warning to America, by
Aleksander

Solzhenitsyn, in
IMPRIMIS, September
1975 issue. H

Cable access systems running LIBERTY
Metro Cable Network Ch. 6 Sundays 11:30 AM& 4 PM

St. Paul: Mondays 9 PM & Saturdays 10:30 AM

Stillwater: Wednesdays 7 PM & Fridays 10 PM

Minneapolis Channel 33

Richfield-Edina-Eden Prairie (Check local listings)

Austin/Albert Lea (Check local listings)
Cloquet-Carlton (Check local listings)
Cottage Grove (Check local listings)
Dulutn (Check local listings)
Madison (Check local listings)

Some upcoming events
Libertarian Party or Minnesota

June 28 & 29 Gay Pride Weekend on
Historic Main STSE & Nicollet Island

July and August
Anoka County Fair
Dakota County Fair

Hennepin County Fair
Ramsey County Fair

Washington County Fair
Sunday August 17Cedarfest on the West Bank - Minneapolis

Thurs. Aug. 21 - Mon. Sept. 1Minnesota State Fair

Business Owners
Advertise here

• 12,000 circulation
• Network with fellow libertarians
• Increase your customer base
• Business card sized ad only $135
for 6 issues (1 year), paid in advance

Write or call:
Charles Test, Managing Editor

POBOX 580774

Minneapolis, MN 55458-0774
612 874-8531

Libertarian World
Wide Web Sites:

Libertarian Party of Minnesota's
World Wide Web (WWW)

Home Page is at:

http://www.lpmn.org
Libertarian Party of Minnesota's

listserver:

minnlib@superb.net
National Libertarian Party World Wide

Web site:
http://www.Ip.org/Ip/

Online Libertarian Party News:
http://www.lp.org/lp/lpn/

Libertarian State Party Information:
http://www.lp.org/Ip/lp-aff.html
Online Libertarian Party Platform:
http://www.lp.org/lp/platform/
World's Smallest Political Quiz:

http://www.self-gov.org/lp-quiz.shtml

Weekly
TV
Show

LIBERTY
Libertarian

Party of MN's
1/2 hour cable
access show
on Metro

Cable
Network

(MCN)
Channel 6.

Weekly on
Sundays at
11:30 AM

(repeated at
4:00 PM on

Sundays)
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The nature of the welfare state
By Sheldon Richman

(VP of policy affairs at
the Future of Freedom
Foundation & author of

Separating School and
State: Liberating
American Families)
(Freedom Daily, April
1997)

Welfare-state pro¬
grams have three central
characteristics: plunder,
deception, and obfuscation.
Because those programs
always effect a forcible
transfer of wealth from one

group of individuals to
another, they involve what
the great 19th century econ¬
omist Frederick Bastiat
called "legalized plunder".
The law sanctions stealing
in these cases and is there¬

by changed from its origi¬
nal purpose, which was to
protect people's rights and
property. Bastiat's classic
book THE LAW explains
this point with the utmost
clarity.

Most people don't like
to have their wealth taken

away. (People are funny
that way.) So if the govern¬
ment is to get away with
legalized plunder, the
politicians must make peo¬
ple believe that something
else is going on. That's
where the deception comes
into play.

However, deception
can be expected to work for
only so long. People may
stumble onto the facts and

upset things. If the pro¬
grams are to endure, the
truth needs to be sufficient¬

ly obscured so that even if
people try to take a close
look, it won't be obvious
what is happening. That's
obfuscation. (Try to read
any piece of legislation if
you want to
see how the people are kept
from understanding what
the government is doing.)

We can see this pattern
almost everywhere. The

federal budget is a monu¬
ment to legalized plunder,
deception, and obfuscation.
The government is a great
broker, arranging huge
transfers of money from the
mass of unorganized citi¬
zens to smaller, well-orga¬
nized interests. Of course,
the broker always gets his
fee.

Besides being able to
hide what they are doing,
the policymakers and their
clients have other advan¬

tages too. As the public -
choice theorists have long
taught, in the political
arena the small, well-orga¬
nized group almost always
can have its way over the
mass of citizens.

That seems paradoxi¬
cal in a democracy, where
votes are supposed to
count. In a country where
sugar consumers far out¬
number sugar producers,
why is there a sugar pro¬
gram designed to keep
sugar prices artificially
high? That same question
can be asked about any
number of products and
commodities. Why don't
the users outvote the pro¬
ducers?

The paradox is
resolved by the concepts of
"dispersed costs" and "con¬
centrated benefits". The

price of any single govern¬
ment program, such as the
sugar program, is small for
any individual consumer.
If he could compute the
additional amount he has
to pay because of the pro¬
gram, it would probably
seem too small to justify
active opposition. Most
people are busy making a
living and raising their
families. The opportunity
costs of organizing against
the sugar program would
outweigh the benefits even
if there were a good chance
the program could be abol¬
ished. A fully informed cit¬
izen would probably shrug
his shoulders with regret

and a sense of futility. That
is the effect of dispersed
costs.

While the expense to
any individual is small, the
total cost for all citizens is

huge. That reverses the
incentives for the relatively
small group on the receiv¬
ing end of the program.
Those large benefits are
divided among that small
group. Since each member
of the group stands to gain
a great deal, it is worth his
time to actively lobby for
the program, or more pre¬
cisely, to pay dues to a
trade association that will
set up shop in Washington,
DC and look after his inter¬
ests. That is the effect of
concentrated benefits.

It is no mystery, then,
that special interests prevail
over the vast majority of
citizens. Most of us have
too little to gain materially
from trying to stop individ¬
ual welfare - state pro¬
grams. Maybe that's what
Thomas Jefferson had in
mind when he said that
there is a natural tendency
for government to grow
and for liberty to yield.

The process just dis¬
cussed is enough to keep
government programs
going for a long time. But it
is always possible that after
a while, enough citizens
could get so angry by the
injustice of a welfare - state
program that they actively
oppose it even if the finan¬
cial reward isn't large. In
other words, idealogy
could outweigh mere mate¬
rial interest. In 19th centu¬

ry England, Richard
Cobden and John Bright
got enough people angry
about the tariff on foreign
grain that their Anti - Corn
Law League was able to
have the tariff repealed
before a decade had

elapsed.
To prevent that, the

designers of programs like
to keep things from being

plunder, deception, and obfuscation
tcx) clear. Some plunder is
obvious. With a straight
cash subsidy, the govern¬
ment takes money from A
and gives it to B. But more
subtle methods can be
used. Here is where decep¬
tion and obfuscation enter.

The citizens are told that
there is no subsidy because
not a penny of taxpayers'
money goes to the special
interest in question. That
could be true, but it is
deceptive. Many subsidies
are not direct cash grants.
They are indirect. For
example, domestic sugar
producers benefit from
sugar prices that are kept
artificially high by restric¬
tions on imports through a
system of quotas. Under
free trade, domestic pro¬
ducers can't charge above¬
market prices because for¬
eign producers are free to
under - sell them.

Thus, an effective and
subtle way to transfer
wealth from citizens to par¬
ticular domestic producers
is to restrict imports. There
is little real difference
between that method of

transferring wealth and
directly taxing citizens for
the benefit of those domes¬
tic interests. But the first
method obscures what is

really going on.
Incidentally, subsidies

such as import restrictions
can benefit other parties
too, even more indirectly.
Since sugar is artificially
expensive under the sugar
program, a market for other
kinds of sweeteners, like
high - fructose corn syrup,
has emerged. Did you ever
wonder why Archer -
Daniels - Midland pro¬
motes the sugar program,
when it is not a sugar pro¬
ducer? It is because the

company makes corn
syrup, which food manu¬
facturers buy instead of
expensive sugar.

There are other subtle

ways of subsidizing special

interests. Dairy interests
are benefitted by a program
under which the govern¬
ment promises to buy milk
and cheese at an above¬
market price. If consumers
won't pay the inflated price
voluntarily, the govern¬
ment will force them to as

taxpayers. Of course, the
government must also tax
the citizens to pay for the
warehousing of the milk
and cheese.

There is another place
of deception we should not
ignore. Defenders of the
programs can always be
counted on to claim that the

programs actually benefit
the average citizen. The
farm programs are some¬
times defended as saving
consumers from price fluc¬
tuations.

We can say without
fear of contradiction that

politicians, bureaucrats,
and organized interests
have been very clever in
deceiving the American
people and then obfuscat¬
ing sufficiently so that few
people discover what is
happening. The public -
choice scholars are correct

in considering this process
"political entrepreneur-
ship". That's a perverse
form of entrepreneurship in
which people get wealthy
by devising innovative
ways to fleece consumers
and taxpayers. One of the
tragedies of the welfare
state is that energy that
might have gone into eco¬
nomic entrepreneurship
and production for the ben¬
efit of everyone is instead
diverted into political
entrepreneurship, which
restricts production and
benefits a few.

If we analyze the pro¬
grams of the welfare state,
we will find to a greater or
lesser extent the elements
we've been discussing:
plunder, deception, and
obfuscation. This is easily
seen with the crown jewel

of the welfare state, Social
Security. The working gen¬
eration is plundered for the
benefit of the retirees. The

government deceives the
workers by implying that
the money is being saved
for them and that it will be
there when they retire. In
fact, the government just
plans to tax the next group
of workers.

The whole process is
obfuscated with talk about
trust funds and employer
contributions. This last is

especially egregious.
Workers are led to believe
that employers are kicking
in half of the "contribu¬

tion", which is actually a
tax. That makes the system
appear to be a good deal.
In fact, the employer cannot
really contribute. Anything
he appears to pay is really
part of the workers' com¬
pensation.

Without Social

Security, that cash would
have been paid to them.
The market sets the pay
levels. If the government
commands employers to
pay into Social Security on
behalf of their workers, reg¬
ular cash compensation
will be reduced. There is
no way around that fact.
But the appearance of an
employer contribution is a
clever act of deception and
obfuscation.

Bastiat long ago recog¬
nized the dishonesty at the
foundation of the welfare
state when he called it a

great fiction whereby
everyone tries to live at
everyone else's expense.
Perhaps the way to hasten
the demise of the welfare
state is to focus our teach¬

ing on how the system is in
fact a big lie. Maybe that
will awaken the American

people in time. I

On taxes and highway robbery Just one drop
A quote from Lysander Spooner
(1808-1887) noted lawyer, writer
on political subjects, abolition¬
ist, member of the Liberty Party,
defender of fugitive slaves in
response to a letter-to-the-editor
of the MPLS Star/Tribune on

April 17, 1997 deriding the
Libertarian Party's equating the
Income Tax with Slavery

It is true that the theory of our
Constitution is, that all taxes are

paid voluntarily; that our govern¬
ment is a mutual insurance compa¬
ny, voluntarily entered into by the
people with each other....
But this theory of our government

is wholly different from the practi¬
cal fact. The fact is that the govern¬
ment, like a highwayman, says to a
man : "Your money, or your life."
And many, if not most, taxes are
paid under the compulsion of that
threat.
The government does not, indeed,

waylay a man in a lonely place,
spring upon him from the roadside,
and holding a pistol to his head,
proceed to rifle his pockets. But the
robbery is none the less a robbery on
that account; and it is far more das¬
tardly and shameful.

The highwayman takes solely
upon himself the responsibility,
danger, and crime of his own act.
He does not pretend that he has any
rightful claim to your money, or that
he intends to use it for your own
benefit. He does not pretend to be
anything but a robber.

He has not acquired impudence
enough to profess to be merely a
"protector" and that he takes men's
money against their will, merely to
enable him to "protect" those infat¬
uated travelers, who feel perfectly
able to protect themselves, or do not
appreciate his peculiar system of
protection. He is too sensible a man
to make such professions as these.

Furthermore, having taken
your money, he leaves you, as you
wish him to do. He does not persist
in following you on the road,
against your will; assuming to be
your rightful"sovereign,"on
account of the "protection"he
affords you. He does not keep "pro¬
tecting" you by commanding you to
bow down and serve him; by
requiring you to do this, and forbid¬
ding you to do that; by robbing you
of more money as often as he finds
it for his interest or pleasure to do
so; and by branding you as a rebel, a
traitor, and an enemy to your coun¬
try, and shooting you down without
mercy, if you dispute his authority ,

or resist his demands.
He is too much of a gentleman

to be guilty of such impostures, and
insults, and villainies as these. In
short, he does not, in addition to

robbing you, attempt to make you
either his dupe or his slave. ■

Just one drop of poison in this vast reservoir
wouldn't do anyone harm," he reasoned, holding
out a vial to me. For $50, would you throw it in?" I
laughed at him. I didn't want to risk polluting the
water we all must drink from. How about $500?"
Was this serious? Even though a tiny bit of the nox¬
ious fluid couldn't really hurt, it was a sort of a

crazy thing to do.
$5,000?"
$15,000?"
$100,000 a year plus paid vacation?

Think of all the people you could help with that
kind of money."

Now he was starting to make more sense.
Could it, perhaps, be worth a minor compromise, a
small infraction, to be able to give aid to many?
Weren't there causes when the end did justify the
means?

Besides, it was just one, insignificant, little drop
of poison - easily diluted by so vast a reservoir.

But it was only after I emptied the eyedropper
that I noticed all the other people walking away
from the water's bank just like me with empty poi¬
son vials and pockets full of the wages of sin.
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State Representatives Workman and Knight Address LP of MN convention
By Carytt Cohen

"This morning while
you're here, the politicians
are redecorating your
homes and checkbooks in

neo-classical stark,"
quipped Representative
Tom Workman, in his
address to the Minnesota
Libertarian Convention.

He was referring to the
state government's preoc¬
cupation with the alleged
pollution of the Minnesota
River. "The govern¬
ment is attempting to
ignore geological his¬
tory and is spending
millions of dollars to

fix up a problem that
it can't really fix."

Workman cited numer¬

ous examples of govern¬
ment looking out for its
own interests, or answering
to special interest groups,
rather than doing what is
best for Minnesota resi¬

dents. "What we're really
doing down in the govern¬
ment is trying to get reelect¬
ed, maintain majorities,
and get out from being
minorities."

Workman agreed with
the Libertarian party in its
opposition of public spend¬
ing on a new Twins stadi¬
um. "I want to congratu¬
late you on the purchase of
a ball team and a stadium,

even though the majority of
people are adamantly
opposed. You are probably
going to get a stadium for a
professional baseball team
that has limited economic

impact on you and your
family and your check¬
book. If you flew over the
cities in an airplane and
threw those millions out

the window, you'd proba¬
bly create more jobs than
the Twins are going to be
creating with this new sta¬
dium." Workman recalled
that State Chair Charles
Test spoke in opposition to
the Target Center in 1993.
"He was the only one in the
room who made any sense
that day. I voted no on the
deal."

In his remarks,
Workman clearly indicated
his disappointment with
the Republican Party,
"They've forgotten
about the voters a

long time ago...the
Republicans have sold
out. You've got a [bud¬
get] surplus. You're
not going to see that
money in the form of a
check or in the form of

property tax reform.
You're going to see
none of that money;
you're going to see
increased spending."

To explain his philoso¬
phy of government, he
quoted Thomas Jefferson,
"'The policy of the
American government is to
leave their citizens free; nei¬
ther restraining them nor
aiding them in their pur¬
suits.' 1 try to live a little bit
like that."

Workman may not run
for reelection in 1998, stat¬

ing that he needs more time

MN Rep. Kevin Knight

for his family. Libertarian
Party member Colin
Wilkinson asked, "Why
don't you run as a
Libertarian?"

"Maybe I'll do that!"
Workman replied, "I
would consider it a high
honor to run with this party
and maybe we'll work
something out!" Another
member of the Party

pushed Workman further,
"When are you going to be
a Libertarian?" Workman

responded, "I think I am
one."

Kevin Knight, State
Representative from
District 40B (Bloomington),
told the convention atten¬

dees that he shares many
Libertarian values. He has
taken the Party's political
position quiz each year at
the State Fair and has "fall¬
en between a Libertarian
and a Conservative."

Knight stressed the impor¬
tance of electing legislators
and a governor who share
our values and follow

through with their promis¬
es.

Speaking on the ever-
changing views of elected
officials regarding a new
Twins stadium, Knight
said, "At the Legislature,
I've never seen so many
gymnasts in my life doing
flip flops and contortionist
type moves." Knight was
applauded by the
Libertarian audience when
he stated, "The governor
has promised 1.3 to 1.4 bil¬
lion worth of stuff to get the
baseball stadium and we're
committed to making sure
that doesn't happen."

Knight explained why
he changed his mind on
school vouchers when he
realized that vouchers are

not the solution to the ills of
the education system. "We
have a problem in our core
cities where the majority of
African American children
are born to one parent and
live below the poverty line.
The mom has to work and
the children are often left
alone. It is common sense

why children do so poorly
in school. We need to tell
kids that if they have a
child out of wedlock, the
woman has an 80% greater
chance of living in pover¬

ty." Knight called
statewide educational

testing a "new
panacea/' explaining
that in every case
where a state has cre¬

ated its own test, the
standards have gone
down because the
tests have been
"dumbed down."

Knight lamented the
growth in government
spending of state money,
citing increases from $18.6
billion to $23 billion from
last biennium to this bien¬
nium. "I don't see anyone
at the Legislature con¬
cerned," he stated. "The
only hope that this state has
is a true libertarian/conser¬
vative candidate for gover¬
nor. We need to put a
moratorium on spending.
We need to freeze all salary

increases of state employ¬
ees." Knight explained that
taxes aren't the problem,
rather the problem is
spending. "If we limit the
spending, taxes will come
down."

"Many legislators are
dying to please the gover¬
nor; if we had someone
who wanted to limit

growth, we w'ould have
legislators who would fol¬
low along," stated Knight.
He explained how govern¬
ment spending increases
when legislators vote for
projects that benefit their
particular district. "[The
Legislator] is behold¬
en to many other peo¬
ple, who voted for his
project, to vote for
their pet projects; the
money he got for his
district is suddenly
multiplied many
times."

Knight encouraged the
Libertarian Party to stick to
its principles. "Keep up
the good fight. Your
cause is a noble cause.

Fifty years from now,
people will be looking
back and saying Why
didn't we pursue free¬
dom and Libertarian

ideas sooner?" I

Todd Indehar, Pres, of Conservationists with Common Sense, Speaks on BWCA
By Caryn Cohen

Todd Indehar moved his

family from Richfield seven years
ago to live in an area his family
had grown to love—the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area, or
BWCA, as it is commonly called.

Since relocating, Indehar has
put much of his energy into
studying the controversy around
the BWCA. Indehar founded
Conservationists with Common
Sense (CWCS), a 3,000 member,
all volunteer, grassroots organiza¬
tion based in Minnesota. Its goal
is simple—to protect the rights of
the public to use public lands,
especially the BWCA.

The environmentalist view¬

point, according to Indehar, is
that the BWCA is a "fragile
resource imperiled by numerous
threats. Local people, while not
evil, are incapable of taking care
of the local area. 'Green' groups
are the only ones capable of tak¬
ing care of the wilderness, and the
federal government, especially
the forest service, is intrinsically
fair, benign, honest and con¬
cerned for your public good."
Indehar's investigation revealed
that the Forest Service is driven
by environmental special interest
groups mostly based in
Washington DC. These groups,
according to Indehar, are "inter¬
ested in advancing themselves
rather than concepts like the
truth, the rights of people, and
sound land management policy."

Conservationists with
Common Sense has been
involved in a number of recent
conflicts over use of the BWCA.
Indehar explained that the con¬
flicts were not, as claimed by
preservationists, based on actual
threats to the wilderness. Rather,

the conflicts were based on social

factors; some groups did not like
the presence of other groups. In
August, 1992, the BWCA manage¬
ment plan called for reducing the
maximum group size from ten to
six, so organizations like the
scouts and Outward Bound,
which typically travel in groups
of nine or ten, would have been
prohibited.

Indehar further illustrated
the views of the preservationists,
who described five canoes as

"visual pollution" and who stated
that a group of Girl Scouts
singing around a campfire inter¬
fered with wilderness solitude.
Pressure from CWCS and other

groups finally convinced the
Forest Service to compromise at a
group size of nine with a maxi¬
mum of four canoes. Other

aspects of the use of the BWCA
are still being debated.

Indehar argued that preserv¬
ing the wilderness and allowing
people to enjoy it are not mutual¬
ly exclusive. "You got environ¬
mentalism on one side and peo¬
ple on the other and to try to
divorce those two or pretend that
two sides of the coin don't exist

ignores the truth." He pointed
out that native Americans don't
have a word for wilderness in
their language; the closest
approximation is the word
"home" and that's how a lot of
the people living up there view
[the BWCA],

The history of the BWCA is
fraught with countless regula¬
tions since 1920. In 1964, the
BWCA was included in the
National Wilderness Preservation

System. However, exceptions
were made for logging, mining,
motorized recreation and other
traditional uses. Indehar pointed
out that, since 1964, there has

been a process of reneging on
promises and increasing restric¬
tions on the area.

"Never before had a

wilderness area been
carved out of a jmore dense¬
ly populated area. For
10,000 years, native
Americans lived there. The
1918 flu epidemic wiped
out most of the natives and
the rest were transferred to

reservations. The area has
been mined, logged, and
resorts were everywhere."

Todd Indehar
Pres. Conservationists

With Common Sense

Indehar stated a fact that the
media was lax to report; in 1978,
many people were evicted from
homes and businesses in order to

comply with increasing regula¬
tions on land use.

Last year, legislation was
introduced to authorize the feder¬
al government to accept input
from other levels of government
that had interests in how the area

was to be managed. These other
levels included counties, states,
and tribes. According to Indehar,

this proposed intergovernmental
management council upset
Minnesota legislators like Jim
Ramstad and Bruce Vento,
because it could have meant the
end of federal control of wilder¬
ness areas across the country.
According to Indehar, the CWCS
was not interested in actually
gaining control over the area; it
just wanted to have a formal
process where the Forest Service
would have to listen to itsinput.

Indehar provided a
clear example of how pri¬
vate ownership of wilder¬
ness land can work to pre¬
serve the land, as well as be
profitable. The National
Audubon Society owns
30,000 acres of wetlands in
Louisiana which are very
fragile and include many
endangered species. Yet,
the Society allows Shell Oil
to carefully extract oil. The
Society and Shell Oil have
earned money from the use
of the land, and, important¬
ly, there have been no oil
spills.

" The goals of modern envi¬
ronmentalism," stated Indehar,
"are anti-technology, anti-ratio¬
nality, anti-free trade, anti-democ¬
racy, anti-civilization, and anti¬
humanity." Incredibly, these
words were not Indehar's; they
came from a speech by Dr. Patrick
Moore, one of the founders of
Greenpeace. Groups like
Greenpeace seek to justify more
regulations, more big govern¬
ment, and more taxation. "Either
you embrace the values of envi¬
ronmentalism or you embrace the
values of freedom," proclaimed
Indehar. "Environmentalism
started out with some noble goals

but it has lost itself and has
become far different from what
most of us think it is."

Indehar described the diffi¬
culties in defending property
rights in the state of Minnesota.
"Wellstone, Vento, Ramstad, and
Luther are roadblocks. With the

exception of Rod Grams and
Colin Peterson, the Minnesota
congressional delegation aver¬
aged less than 20% of last year's
private property rights voting
record."

Indehar concluded his lec¬
ture by supporting the
Libertarian Party. "It's not easy
swimming upstream and
promoting views that are
different from our main¬
stream culture, but of all
parties that I've looked at,
the Libertarian Party has
shown a remarkable will¬

ingness to do just that. I'm
convinced that it's your
willingness to swim
upstream on some of these
issues, while everyone else
is ducking and hiding and
running so they could get
re-elected, which has led to

your recent success and the
growth of people's compre¬
hension of Libertarianism.
I believe that people are
hungry for leadership and
if you will lead, people will
follow." ■

Contact Conservationists
with Common Sense :

CWCS
P O BOX 358

Tower,, MN 55790-0358
218 365-6013
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ChrisWright addresses Minnesota Libertarians on the medical marijuana issue

By Caryti Cohen

Chris Wright discussed
the history of anti-drug
laws in the United States
and the medical marijuana
issue at the recent State
Convention. Wright orga¬
nizes the yearly
"Minnesota Tea Party," an
anti-prohibition rally at the
state capital. He also runs
"THC," The Hemp
Channel, on cable TV.

In his well-researched

lecture, Wright described
the laws and court cases of
the early 20th century
which preceded current
anti-drug laws.

In 1935, Minnesota
enacted the Uniform
Narcotic Drug Act, making
marijuana illegal for the
first time in this state. Over
the next forty years, a num¬
ber of laws and regulations
were passed around the
nation which initially pro¬
vided for the taxation of

marijuana in 1937, and, in
the 1950s, increased the
penalties for its possession.
According to Wright, law¬
makers rationalized the
harsher regulations by
using the "stepping stone
theory"; stating that the use
of marijuana would even¬
tually lead individuals to
use and abuse more harm¬
ful substances.

In 1970, the
Comprehensive Drug
Abuse Prevention and
Control Act made marijua¬
na a "Schedule 1" sub¬

stance, which meant that it
was judged to have no
medical use.

On May 18, 1972, the
National Organization for
the Reform of Marijuana
Laws (NORML), fighting to
decriminalize marijuana
and allow for its medical

use, petitioned the Bureau
of Narcotics and

Dangerous Drugs (which
later became the DEA) to
remove marijuana from its
Schedule 1 status and free it
from controls.

The regulations were
further tested in the 1976

case, US vs. Randall. Robert
Randall, afflicted with
glaucoma, defended him¬
self against charges of mar¬
ijuana cultivation by
employing the little used
common law doctrine of

necessity. In November,
1976, Federal judge James
Washington ruled that
Randall's use of marijuana
constituted a medical

necessity and dismissed
charges against him.

Randall became the
first American to receive

marijuana for treatment of
a medical disorder.

The controversy con¬

tinued in 1978 when federal

agencies fought to silence
Randall by disputing his
legal access to marijuana.

Chris Wright
In Randall vs. US, the dis¬
putants settled out of court.
This case resulted in the
DEA's "Compassionate
Investigated New Drug
(IND) Program." This pro¬
gram was initially limited
to patients afflicted with
marijuana responsive dis¬
orders. By the mid-1980's,
however, the program was
expanded to include HIV
positive people seeking
access to drugs which had
not yet been approved by
FDA

Advocates for the
medical use of marijuana
have had a number of sup¬
porters in the judicial sys¬
tem. In 1988, Francis

Young, an administrative
law judge, handed down a
decision to transfer mari¬

juana from "Schedule 1" to
"Schedule 2," which would
have allowed it to be used
for medical purposes. He
pointed out that there were
no records of any cannabis-
induced fatalities in med¬
ical history.

He stated, "Marijuana
in its natural form is one of
the safest, therapeutically
active substances known to

man...It is capable of reliev¬
ing the distress of a great
number of very ill peo¬
ple...It would be unreason¬
able for the DEA to contin¬
ue to stand between those
sufferers and the benefits of
this substance in light of the
evidence..."

The DEA administra¬
tor refused to accept this
decision, forcing NORML
to appeal. In February,
1994, the US Court of
Appeals upheld the DEA's
decision and marijuana
remained a Schedule 1 sub¬
stance.

Wright explained that
in 1991, the Compassionate
IND Program was sus¬
pended because it undercut
the Bush administration's

fight against illegal drugs.
The program was formally
discontinued in March,
1992. In January, 1994, the

US Public Health Service
reconsidered the program's
discontinuation. However,
in July, 1994, it decided to
adhere to the Bush policy to
keep the IND Program
closed. There are presently
eight patients who continue
to receive under the origi¬
nal program.

In his address, Wright
described other individuals
who have risked imprison¬
ment to fight for the legal¬
ization of marijuana.
Among these was Dennis
Peron, who fought to legal¬
ize marijuana in San
Francisco. In 1977, he gath¬
ered enough signatures for
an initiative to allow the

city to not enforce marijua¬
na laws. The initiative

passed, but Mayor Diane
Feinstein refused to honor

it, stating that state law
superseded city law.
Peron's efforts led to

numerous future arrests.

In July, 1989, Gordon
Hanson, an epileptic, was
arrested in Minnesota for

growing marijuana.
Hanson explained that
marijuana relieved the
symptoms of epilepsy.
Despite arguments from
medical experts that his use
of marijuana was medically
appropriate, Hanson was
found guilty and served
five months in jail, during

which he suffered many

epileptic seizures
On March 27, 1991,

Gordon Hanson spoke in
front of the Senate Health
and Human Services
Committee. State Senator
Linda Bergland also spoke
in front of the committee
and explained that marijua¬
na could help ease symp¬
toms of AIDS, multiple
sclerosis, epilepsy, and
asthma. Unfortunately,
several bills to ease restric¬
tions on the use of marijua¬
na for medical purposes (SF
607, Linda Bergland's bill in
the Senate, and HF 753,
Karen Clark's bill in the

House) failed to reach a
fuller vote.

The medical marijuana
controversy continues to
the present time, recently
culminating in an affirma¬
tive vote for medical mari¬

juana in ballot initiatives in
in California and Arizona.

■
The Hemp Channel can be
viewed on Minneapolis cable
access Channel 32 on Tuesday
nights at 7:30 PM.

(Ruwart from page 1)

Louis University Medical
School. Dr. Ruwart initially
came to Libertarianism

through reading, thinking,
and discussing ideas with
students at Michigan State.
"When I got to college I
knew that taxation without

representation was tyranny
but I didn't understand that

any taxation was tyranny."
She began reading the
works of Ayn Rand and
soon ran for a number of
local offices. In 1984,
Ruwart sought the
Libertarian presidential
nomination.

Ruwart's message is
clearly Libertarian—It is
wrong for government or
individuals to initiate force
or fraud against others.
Yet, she takes this message
one step farther. Force and
fraud are bad not only
because they hurt others
but because they hurt every¬
one, including those who
initiate them. "Liberty
works because it is right
and the proof that it is right
is that it works; it works for
everyone, including the
aggressor who thinks he
profits by using aggres¬
sion."

Ruwart explained that
when governments use
force and fraud, the out¬
comes are always bad, even
when the intentions are

good. Foreign aid harms
the very countries it is
intended to help because
governments often use the

money to oppress their
people. Taxation harms
those it is trying to help.
When property rights are
violated to save the envi¬

ronment, the environment
ends up being destroyed.

Particularly damaging
has been economic regula¬
tion. Ruwart explained,
"True wealth is goods and
services and when you
have a regulated economy,
wealth in the society
shrinks. So what you're
missing is the cure for can¬
cer, the cure for AIDS, the
ability to go to other plan¬
ets..."

Ruwart eloquently
described how aggression
harms people on an indi¬
vidual, as well as global,
level. "Before you could
aggress against someone
you have to judge them as
bad or worse than yourself
to justify attacking them.
This usually comes with a
certain amount of emotion¬
al baggage. These negative
emotions contribute to ill
health. Certain emotional
states trigger certain hor¬
mone balances which help
or hinder your health."

Individuals who seek

power over others end up
feeling separated from oth¬
ers, Ruwart explained.
"For us to feel happy and at
peace with ourselves, we
have to feel connected to

our fellow humans. When
we perpetrate aggression
against others thinking it
will bring us happiness,
we're thwarting our ends

by the means we use."
"The idea that aggres¬

sion is in nobody's best
interests really changes the
way we promote the
Libertarian ideal," Ruwart
declared. "It doesn't work
to go up to a thief and say,
'Stealing is wrong;' thus it
doesn't work to go up to
the government and say,
'Taxation is theft.' It's bet¬
ter to say, "You're going to
be hurting yourself if you
steal from me.'"

Ruwart pointed out,
"The strategy of trying to
sell someone something
because it's in their greatest
self-interest to buy is the
best marketing strategy on
earth, yet we haven't used
this strategy as
Libertarians." She

explained that as long as
people think they are going
to gain by stealing and tax¬
ing, they are going to con¬
tinue to do this.
Libertarians need to

demonstrate that aggres¬
sion is a no-win strategy.

When Ruwart ran for

Michigan state representa¬
tive, her opponent's views
of her changed radically.
When her opponent under¬
stood that Ruwart's reasons

for wanting to reduce taxes
was because she, too, was
compassionate and felt that
it was important to help the
poor, she started paying
attention to Ruwart.
Ruwart explained, "I treat¬
ed her with respect and
from the viewpoint that she
wasn't acting in her own

best interests nor in the best
interests of the people she
was representing. I didn't
have to think of her as evil;
just as someone who was
making a mistake."

Ruwart's philosophi¬
cal views have been greatly
influenced by the personal
experiences of her sister
Martie. Martie worked

closely with Ruwart on the
editing of Healing Our
World. Around the time it

was finished, Martie was

hospitalized with stomach
problems. Ruwart indicat¬
ed that Martie said that if it
were cancer and she wasn't

going to make it she was
going to call Dr. Kevorkian
for help.

Martie was diagnosed
with cancer; after a number
of months and a trip to
Mexico to try a special diet
which did not yet have
FDA approval, it was
apparent that the cancer
had spread. Ruwart con¬
tacted Dr. Kevorkian and
he agreed to help her sister.
She described her sister's
reaction to this news, "As
soon as he agreed to help
her, she relaxed and no

longer had so much fear of
suffering. She was able to
eat small meals and drink a

little which made her more
comfortable. I wondered
how many people have
died because their fear
caused their bodies to not

be able to heal themselves;,
how many borderline cases
have been pushed over the
edge." Eventually, howev¬

er, Martie's suffering
became too great and she
made the decision to com¬

mit suicide with the assis¬

tance of Dr. Kevorkian.
Ruwart has talked

publicly about Dr.
Kevorkian because she
realized it was what her sis¬
ter would have wanted.
She lamented the distor¬
tions about Dr. Kevorkian
in the press. Ruwart
observed, "The fear in
Christian communities is
that allowing someone the
choice to take their life is
not God's will. Martie
believed that God sent Dr.
Kevorkian to her in her
time of need. If we legislate
against the Dr. Kevorkian's
of the world, we are saying
that the state can dictate
how we can worship our
God and have faith in our

God."
Ruwart acknowledged

fears that the state will take
over this process and
decide that some critically
ill people should die in
order for resources to be
left for others. She stated

that, indeed, Martie's death
probably allowed valuable
medical resources to be
used to benefit others.
Ruwart maintained that it
should always be the indi¬
vidual's choice to die. Such
a decision can also be made

by a trusted loved one who
has been designated in
advance should the indi¬
vidual be unable to make
the decision themselves.
Ruwart asserted, "Martie

didn't commit suicide for
the good of others; she did
it to relieve her suffering.
But when people exercise
freedom of choice without

coercion, those choices gen¬

erally benefit society." H

Dr. Ruwart’s book,
Healing Our World, can be
obtained by contacting:

SunStar Press
POBOX 342

Kalamazoo, MI
49005-0342

"The essential psy¬
chological requirement
of a free society is the
willingness on the part
of the individual to
accept responsibility
for his life."
- Edith Packer
clinical psychologist

"We are not liber¬
ated until we liberate
others. So long as we
need to control other

people, however
benign our motives, we
are captive to that
need. In giving them
freedom, we free our¬
selves."
- Marilyn Ferguson
The Aquarian
Conspiracy
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Contoski: change starts with ideas
and there is reason for optimism

By Caryn Cohen

Edmund Contoski
was one of the founders of
the Libertarian Party of
Minnesota and its first
state chair. In his speech to
the Libertarian State
Convention, he provided
some early history of the
national Libertarian Party.

Twenty-five years ago,
Libertarian Party founders,
Ed Crane and David Nolan
felt that their views were

not being represented by
the major parties and
decided that it would be
easier to start a new party
from scratch than try to
reform the existing parties.

Crane and Nolan were

greatly influenced by the
novel, Atlas Shrugged, by
Ayn Rand. Although
Rand's books sold by the
millions, she was looked
down upon by the academ¬
ic community. The
Libertarian Party's first
presidential candidate,
John Hospers, was a phi¬
losophy professor and an
associate of Ayn Rand.
Hospers helped to get
Rand's views to be taken

seriously.
Contoski recalled that

the new political party
caught on slowly in
Minnesota. "Twenty five
years ago, members of the
party could meet in a liv¬
ing room—all ten of us."
The first task of the new

political party was to get
Hospers' name on the bal¬

lot. Contoski stated that it
was hard to scrape togeth¬
er ten people willing to put
their names on the ballot
access petitions.

When you look at
recent vote totals, some
Libertarians are pes¬
simistic. But, Contoski
finds reasons for optimism.
"Political change
starts with an idea;
that's why books are
so important," he
explained. Contoski's
book, Makers and Takers:
How Wealth and Progress are
Made and How They're Taken
Away, has been endorsed
by John Hospers and by
other experts in the scien¬
tific and economic fields.
He has also written The

Trojan Project, a novel
about an individual who
discovers a computer virus
spread through the tele¬
phone system and learns
about a plot to manipulate
the computer virus to take
over the government.

Contoski cites other
reasons for optimism,
including the explosion of
small publishers and the
popularity of talk radio.
"The man most responsi¬
ble for the popularity of
talk radio is Rush

Limbaugh. He is not a
Libertarian, but he does
talk about government
being out of control, indi¬
vidual rights, and the mar¬
ket economy. His success
has spawned an array of
imitators."

Serving Minnesota Since 1983

SCHMIT TOWING, INC.
Automobiles and Trucks

• Local & Long distance

•Recovery & Storage

•Jump Starting

•Lock-outs

(612) 938-7965 (612) 861 -6192
1-800-334-4332

Specializing in Classic & Exotic Auto Transport

Eric C. Nelson, Attorney
Flour Exchange Bldg., 310 4th Ave. S, Suite 507, Mpls., MN 554I5
(612) 321-9402 (24 Hr), Fax (612) 321-0560, E-mail eric(?pop cata com

• Criminal Defense Felonies & Misdemeanors.
Stale & Federal.

• Family Law Divorce, Custody, Child Support,
Alimony, Adoption.

Credit cards accepted.
Free Initial Consultation “You can afford a good lawyer."

Contoski cited the

popularity of KSTP radio
talk show host Jason
Lewis. The third reason for

optimism, according to
Contoski, is the Internet,
for its ability to spread
ideas and reach many peo¬
ple cheaply. Harry
Browne, the 1996
Libertarian Presidential

candidate, came out ahead
on some Internet polls.
Contoski stated, "Nobody
expected the Soviet Union
to collapse so suddenly—
the same thing is going to
happen to the major politi¬
cal parties in this country.
It will happen sooner than
you think."

Readers can purchase
Maker and Takers and The

Trojan Project:

American Liberty Publishers
POBOX 18296

Minneapolis, MN 55418
http://www.
webcom.com/amlibpub

This book explains:

-how economic progress
occurs

-why it occurs OUTSIDE
government

-why government BY
ITS VERY NATURE can t

do what the private sec¬
tor can

-why government eco¬
nomic efforts — even

with the best of inten¬
tions can only dissipate
wealth and displace the
process by which human
advancement occurs

-why and how the gov¬
ernment - in the name of

"protecting" people and
the environment

unwittingly creates con¬
ditions that are respon¬
sible for tens of thou¬
sands of deaths annu¬

ally in America (and
millions more world¬

wide). H

MAKERS
TAKERS
HOWWEALTH AND PROGRESS
ARE MADE AND HOW THEY

ARE TAKEN AWAY OR PREVENTED

EDMUND CONTOSKI
with it Foreword by

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN

IRS, TAXES AND THE BEAST
How To Survive IRS’ New-Age Audit Invasion

by Daniel J.Pilla

Dan Pilla’s most recent book, IRS, Taxes and the Beast,
exposes the IRS’ plan to audit every citizen and business using
invasive procedures which rob you of your financial privacy.
Believing you are a tax cheater, the IRS has secretly enlisted
both government and private organizations. No financial
information is safe from the scrutiny of the ERS. As part of
these new procedures, private homes are entered and arbitrary
income assessments are made as agents make subjective
determinations concerning lifestyle.

YOU MUST HAVE THIS BOOK!! LEARN HOW TO ...
• Preserve your financial privacy
• Keep the IRS out of your home
• Counter thirteen IRS blufTs
• Audit-proof your business
• Avoid SSNs for children
• Spy on the IRS
• Win your audit

ONLY$15.95plus $2.00 P&H
ORDER YOURS TODAY!!!!

] Yes, send me my copy(ies) of IRS, Taxes and
the Beast (no extra P&H for additional copies).
Name

Address

City State Zip

Send this order blank with your check or money order to:
Libertarian Party ofMinnesota

PO Box 580774

Mpls., MN 55458-0774

Wkt Minnesota Sentinel
The little paper that could... make a big difference!

Yes,ly I want to be part of a new and important
mission. As a (subscriber, writer, advertiser, distributor,
investor, etc.), I will help establish a more conservative
general-interest newspaper, to break the stranglehold
that the liberal newspapers have on my state.
Contact: The Committee for a Competitive Press, Inc.,
P.0. Box 21554 • Columbia Heights, MN 55421.

For information, call (612) 572-9721

Your place to turn for an opinion,
for answers, for common sense."

An lnd*p«nd«(rtly-Own»<l Nawtpapar, Delivering New* and a Conaarvatlva Voica to Mlnnasota

Attention LP of MN mem¬

bers! Have fun, be social,
help us grow

A proven technique for finding new lib¬
ertarians is by hosting informal libertarian
pot-luck, get-to-know each other parties.
LPMN members host a get to together at
their home, back yard, local park or public
hall. Local members and prospects are
invited to the party. This offers everyone a
chance to get to know their local libertari¬
ans in an informal and friendly environ¬
ment. Detailed instructions are available

upon request. This is a proven method of
growing a party in membership and activ¬
ity. Please consider hosting a get togeth¬
er of your own today.

Now available for print
the World's Smallest
Political Quiz
YES, you can sponsor this ad in your
local paper. Please contact Charles
Test for this ad on a 100mg Zip disk.

World’s Smallest
Political Quiz

Take this quiz, then use the Self-Government Compass to find your
political position. Circle Y if you agree with a statement, M for maybe,
sometimes, or need more information, or N for no.

Are you a Self-Governor on PERSONAL issues? 20 10 0
• Military service should be voluntary. No draft. Y M N
• Government should not control radio, TV
the press or the Internet.

Y M N

• Repeal regulations on sex for consenting adults. Y M N
• Drug laws do more harm than good Repeal them. Y M N
• Let peaceful people cross borders freely. Y M N
PERSONAL Self-Governor scone add 20 for Y 10 for M, 0 for N

Are you a Self-Governor on ECONOMIC issues? 20 10 0
• Businesses and farms should operate without
government subsidies

Y M N

• Fbople are better off with free trade than with tariffs. Y M N
• Minimum wage laws cause unemployment. Repeal. Y M N
• End taxes Fhy for services with user fees Y M N
• All foreign aid should be privately funded Y M N
ECONOMIC Self-Governor score add 20 for Y 10 for M, 0 for N.

How to use the Self-Government Compass:
Mark your PERSONAL score on the

left and your ECONOMIC score on
the right. See example 20%
Ftrsonal and 10% Economic
Now, follow' the gnd lines
until they meet at your
political position
The compass

measures

self-

Authontanans are against both.
For example M Thatcher, nght; F D.

Roosevelt, left; -Heniy David
Thoreau and Thomas Jeffer¬

son, top; Stalin and Hitler,
bottom.

Free info about
libertarian

ideas. Call
223-

gov¬
ernment

Liber
value freedom of
expression.
Conservattves value

free enterprise. '4r
Ijbertanans value both

0995,
metro Or,

-800-788-
o-’ 2660, in greater
t Minnesota. Orwnte
Libertarian fhrry of MN,

Bax 580774, Mpls,
MN 55458-0774

0

01*^6. Hn .Vi Cnwcmmmt

Call 1-800-788-2660 today!
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(Candidates from
page 1)

their votes and voting for
Republicans and
Democrats."

Bob Odden will be

running for Minneapolis
City Council Ward 9,
which is located in the
Powderhorn neighbor¬
hood in South

Minneapolis. Bob ran last
year for State Senate,
District 62 and is currently
on the Executive Board of
the Powderhorn

Neighborhood, the Land
Use Committee, and is
hoping to get on the Rental
Housing Committee. "1
think we can make a big
impact; that's why I'm run¬
ning. I don't think we
should disappear between
presidential elections," he
stated.

Bob will stress the
issues of crime, drugs, and
welfare. He pointed out
that people of lower eco¬
nomic levels want to live
their own lives. They real¬
ize that the government is
doing a monstrous injus¬
tice to them by continuing
to wage the war against
drugs. Bob told the con¬
vention audience, "I went
up to one drug dealer's
house and he said, 'You
want to do away with the
drug laws?! You'll put me
out of business!'"

Anthony Sanders was
endorsed for St. Paul City
Council, Ward 4, located in
the Hamline-Midway area.
Anthony majors in philos¬
ophy and history and will
be graduating from

Hamline University this
fall. Anthony planned to
concentrate his campaign
on business regulations,
the drug issue, and local
zoning laws. He explained
that St. Paul Firearms is
located in his ward.
Current regulations stipu¬
late that one-half of its
sales cannot be related to

firearms. In regard to zon¬
ing laws, he explained that
Hamline University has
had difficulty responding
to the needs of students
and staff by expanding its
parking and campus facili¬
ties.

State Chair Charles
Test was pleased with the
number of Libertarian-
endorsements in this non-

presidential election year.
"Things are changing in
our favor. At least half of
the population stood out in
the last election. They did
not want to vote for any¬
body. Voters are also com¬
ing to realize that if they
vote for a Republican, a
Democrat, or a Reform
party candidate, they
know from experience that
they're going to get higher
taxes, more spending,
more regulation, and less
freedom. The Libertarian
alternative is the only alter¬
native for freedom that the
voters have. And as we

grow, people come to real¬
ize that they are only wast¬
ing their vote if they vote
for the other guys because
they are going to get some¬
thing they don't want and
don't believe in." I

Larry Fuhol for
US Congress 8

Rich Osttess for
MN House 27B

Bob Odden for
MPLS City Council

Outreach
By Eric Johnson

Question: I've been
inquiring about becoming
involved with the
Libertarian Party. It seems
that the stated goals of the
party are very much in line
with my beliefs.
Answer: There are many
activities that you can get
involved with. The first

thing to recognize is the
purpose of a political party
is to run candidates for

public office, so you may
want to take serious con¬

sideration in being a candi¬
date in an upcoming elec¬
tion. If you aren't ready to
run for office yet, our can¬
didates need all the help
they can get. Being a cam¬
paign manager is an
important job, and no can¬
didate can have too many
volunteers, especially a
third party candidate.

Until our candidates
win elections, it may be
worthwhile to have a

"Libertarian Lobby" to be
present at the capital while
the legislature is in session.
If several dozen LP mem¬

bers would be able to take

report
turns and be at the capital
once an evening every two
or three weeks and lobby in
support of freedom, we
could make a tremendous

impact.
Between elections we

need to grow the
Libertarian Party. One of
the next steps we need to
take is getting county affili¬
ates organized. We need
people to take the initiative
and call members to make
the initial plans to have a
meeting and create a coun¬
ty organization. Officers
need to be elected and a

county constitution adopt¬
ed. The county organiza¬
tions can then have activi¬
ties at least once a month,
such as information tables
at gun shows, fairs, and
other events, with the pur¬
pose of recruiting more
members. For a

Libertarian Party County
Organizing Manual, con¬
tact Gene Cisewski at The
Monticello Group, 1311
Rhode Island Ave. NW,
Suite 1, Washington, DC
20005-3753. Cost for the
manual is $15.

We need to get out to

the public, so they can dis¬
cover us. Not everyone
will agree with us, or even
take us seriously as a polit¬
ical party. People with lib¬
ertarian sentiments are the
ones we want to persuade
to join. Arguing with peo¬
ple may, or may not, be fun
from your point of view,
but as a political party we
will have the most impact
if we are so large people
will have to take our ideas

seriously.
Let us know what you

are interested in doing, or if
you have any ideas of your
own that you would like to
pursue. Please take the ini¬
tiative to do something to
grow the Libertarian Party.

Question: Will we have
county fair booths at all the
same fairs we did last year?
Answer: If we can find
volunteers willing to orga¬
nize them again, we should
have no problem having
booths for all the fairs we

did last year. If you want
to help us out again, please
contact:

Eric Johnson at 436-8183.

Contact your LPMN candidates
Eric Johnson US Congress 6 Lakeland, MN 612 436-8183
Larry Fuhol US Congress 8 Isanti, MN 612 444-9008
Rich Osness MN House 27B Austin, MN 507 433-5734

Bob Odden Minneapolis City Council Ward 9 612 724-5526
Sam Huston Minneapolis City Council Ward 2 612 627-9973
Anthony Sanders St. Paul City Council Ward 4 612 523-4358

Libertarian Part)' of Minnesota
Metro Area
Greater Minnesota
Fax

National Libertarian Party
2600 Virginia AVE NW Suite 100
Washington, D.C. 20037
New member information only
Headquarters
Headquarters FAX

Executive Committee
Charles Test

Chair
E-mail

(612) 223-0995
.(800) 788-2660
(612) 874-6803

(800) 682-1776
.(202) 333-0008
(202) 333-0072

chas.(612) 874-8531dtest@aol.com

Paul Streeter
Vice Chair (612) 934-0093

Cairn Cohen
Secretary (612) 377-9614

Mike McCarty
Treasurer
E-mail

(6121 224-5079
winninghand@msn.com

Eric M. Johnson
At Large
E-mail

(612) 436-8183
75624.100@compuserve.com

Bob Odden
At Large
E-mail

(612) 724-5526
msmail2.OddenR@lsoa.lmig.com

Ken Poe
At Large
E-mail

(612) 779-8593
Kcpoe@aol.com

Bob Smith
At Large
E-mail

(612)924-0439
Southpaw2@aol.com

Subcommittees chairs

Outreach
Eric Johnson

Fundraising
Ken Poe

..(612)436-8183

(612) 779-8593

Publications & State Fair
Charles Test (612) 874-8531
Social

Caryn Cohen (612) 377-9614

Local affiliates and organizers
Alexandria Affiliate

PaulWidmark (612)763-2909

Bemidji/Park Rapids Affiliate
Edward Ness, P 0 BOX 261, Akeley, MN 56433

Duluth Affiliate

Greg Goldman (218)727-8030
University of Minnesota—Duluth Affiliate

David Erickson (218) 624-9565
E-mail dericks4@umn.edu

Ely/Iron Range Affiliate*
Geralyn Obear (218) 365-3160

Isanti Affiliate*
Lawrence Fuhol (612) 444-9008

Mankato*
Emmett Smith (507) 388-7699

Moorhead State Univ. Affiliate*
Steve Blondo , (218) 236-3345
E-mail blondo@mhdl. moorhead. msus.edu

Big Stone County Affiliate
Arnold Souba (612)839-2908

Winona Affiliate
Howard Krueger (507) 454-8153

* Registered affiliate
Libertarian Party Region 7 contacts
Libertarian Party of Illinois

Mike Ginsberg (800) 735-1776

Libertarian Party of Iowa
Dick Kruse (515) 268-1962

Libertarian Party of Kansas
Seth Warren (316) 775-3933

Libertarian Party of Missouri
Jim Givens (573) 874-3454

Libertarian Party of Nebraska
Andy Miller (402) 332-4734

Libertarian Party of North Dakota
Martin Riske 701) 241-9687

Libertarian Party of South Dakota
Jim Christen (605) 352-4559

Libertarian Party ofWisconsin
Jim Mueller (800) 236-9236

Name

Address

City State Zip

Home phone Work Phone

Fax E-Mail Address

Occupation

Employer
The State of Minnesota requires political committees to report the name, mailing
address, occupation, and name of employer for each individual whose contributions
aggregate in excess of $100 in a calender year. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
requires that we print "contributions are not tax-deductible."
The IRS requires us NOT to accept corporate or business checks.

"I hereby certify that I do not believe in or advocate
the initiation of physical force or fraud as a means of
achieving personal, social, or political goals."

(Signature required for LP of MN membership.)
□ I'd like to join the Libertarian Party of Minnesota.

I'd like to make a Contribution of:
□ $25 □ $60 □ $100 □ $250
□ Other $

O I'd like to know more about Libertarian activities in

my area. Pass along my name to my local affiliate.

O Please do not give out my name, address, or phone
number to my local affiliate party or the National LP.
(It is already our policy not to give our list to other
organizations).

(/Minnesota

Metro: 612 223-0995

Greater Minnesota: 800 788-2660

P O BOX 580774, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55458-0774 Copies of this form are acceptable

All levels includes 1-year subscription to
The Minnesota Libertarian.

□ $12 Subscription only
□ $15 LPMN Student
□ $25 LPMN Regular
The following also includes a 1-year membership to the
National LP and a 1-year subscription to LP News.
□ $40 Combo (LP-USA & LP of MN membership)
□ $60 Donor □ or a $5 monthly pledge
□ $100 Sustaining or □$10/month
□ $250 Sponsor or □ $25/month
□ $1,000 Life Benefactor or □ $100/month
□ other $
□ New member □ Renewal (See mailing label.)
□ Payment enclosed—make check payable to:
Libertarian Party of Minnesota

□ Please bill my Visa /MasterCard
Expires /
Account
#

Signature
□ Please charge my Visa/MasterCard (number above).

□ I'd like to pledge the monthly amount indicated above.
□ Please send a reminder notice each month.

NOTICE
If your mail¬
ing label
"expires" is
BETWEEN:

a/a/96
and

3/a/96

this IS your
last: issue of
the Minnesota
L/berfar/flw

PLEASE

subscribe,
contribute or

join tlie
Libertarian

Party of
Minnesota,
today, to coo—
tinue to

receive the
A1 inrxesotci

PLEASE tell
us if you are
geting dupli¬
cate copies of
the /VTirtneso ta
Ltberfartan.
1*1ease call
223-0995 or

800 788-2660
and leave

your name
and address.
O t h e r w i s e

please share
your dupli¬
cates with a

friend.

12 June 1997 Minnesota Libertarian Join The Libertarian Party of Minnesota. Call 1-800-788-2660 Today!


