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Volpe Removed,
Dasbach
Appointed as
Interim Chair
By Leonard Harris

Richmond - June 15, 2003 - The LPVA State
Central Committee met in Richmond on June
14th. Because of the removal of the Chair at the
May 10th meeting and the resignation of the
Vice-Chair the SCC which is the policy making
and administrative authority of the LPVA, had
several issues with which to deal including the
scheduling of a Special Convention.

Due to the vacant positions, long time
libertarian activist, Roy Scherer, was chosen to
preside over the meeting. 1
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Jolly Virginia Tax Cutters – John Taylor, president of the Virginia
Institute shares a laugh with Ron Crickenberger, LP Political Director at the
recent National Taxpayer’s Union Foundation conference.

Special
Convention
Set for August
9th in Virginia
Beach
Virginia Beach  - July 11, 2003 - Join your fellow
Virginia Libertarians at a Special Convention in
Virginia Beach on August 9th. Due to the removal of
the former Chairman, Marianne Volpe and the
subsequent resignation of Vice Chair Shelley Tamres,
a Special Convention is needed to replace vacancies
in those positions and others, and to conduct other
state Libertarian business.

The Tidewater Libertarians have organized
a terrific event for us -- including four well-known
speakers: Gary Nolan, currently seeking the LP's
nomination for president in 2004, John Taylor,
President of Virginia Institute for Public Policy,

McBride Campaigning Hard in
Prince William page 4

Opinions on the Volpe
Removal pages 6 and 7

Libertarians and Celebrities page 8
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Personal Bias_______________________

Dear Fellow Libertarian,

This column will serve as my space to let you know where I am coming from, and what my personal
bias is. I will endeavor to present all points of view on matters of concern to the LPVA within these pages, but
I feel that it is important to acknowledge my own bias.

On the current controversy involving the removal of LPVA Chair Marianne Volpe, I am in agreement
with the actions of the State Central Committee in their vote to remove her from the chairmanship.  Previous to
their action I was vocally in favor of doing so.  Marianne Volpe is to be commended for her energy and
dedication to the cause, but  her inability to bridge the distrust and failure to change the combative relationship
she had with the SCC and various LPVA members could only lead to one outcome.
 What happened in LPVA this year was very ugly and I don't think anyone enjoyed going through it.
Perhaps it will serve as a lesson to all of us, as to how quickly relationships can deteriorate when not enough
care is taken..

In this next year, we need to work to build better friendships between fellow Libertarians and to
develop as a community if we intend to be a political force. Over the next year, I hope that we continue to see
new affiliates start up, and old affiliates be reinvigorated and grow.

There are many ways that this can happen, and undoubtedly there will be many debates about how we
should proceed as a party.  I would like to repeat a two great pieces of advice that have served me well as a
Libertarian activist.  Lee Wrights instructed, "Go do something!" and Carl Milsted told me, "Do as much as
you can with what you have, and you will get more."  We aren't ever going to have the perfect answer or
perfect conditions with which to fight the state.  But, if every LPVA member goes out and does his or her best
for Liberty, we will have an impact, and we will grow, and we will get stronger.

As part of this, I aim for Virginia Liberty to provide reports on the good work people are doing
around the state, as well as news on Virginia politics, techniques and tips for improving your local activism,
news and commentary about party matters and state committee meetings, and information of upcoming events
that you can participate in.  I hope that Virginia Libertarians will look forward to receiving the newsletter, and
that it becomes a tool for every activist.

In my other libertarian job, I'm working to move the Free-Marketeer Foundation forward.  What
started as an effort at GMU to produce a libertarian newspaper is now set to be on every campus in the DC area
and hopefully all over Virginia and Maryland.  We are finding that the libertarian movement is alive and well,
and that there are many allies out there who want to see the libertarian message reach college students.  We
will be working closely with Bureaucrash, and with LP Campus Coordinator Steve Damerell.  We are also
lucky to have Virginia's own Dr. Jim Lark on our Board of Directors.  Please contact me if you would like to
find out more about how you can put The Free-Marketeer on your local college campuses.

Cheers,

Kevin D. Rollins
Editor

JOIN THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY!!!

To become a dues-paying member of the Libertarian Party, fill in and return this form together with $25. You will receive
12 issues of the LP News.

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP:___________________________________________________

Phone (home):_____________________________________________________

E-mail address:____________________________________________________

Occupation:_______________________________________________________

Employer:_________________________________________________________

The Libertarian Party is the party of principle. To publicly affirm what we believe -- and to ensure that our party never
strays from our principles -- we ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means of achieving political or social goals.

___________________________
Signature [required]

Mail this form with check  to:

Libertarian Party
2600 Virginia Avenue NW,

Suite 100
Washington, DC 20037

Government Mandated Notices:
The Federal Election Commission requires political committees to
report the name, mailing address, and occupation and name of
employer for each individual whose contributions aggregate in
excess of $200 in a calendar year. The IRS requires us to print
"contributions are not tax-deductible" on all fundraising appeals.
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David Joseph Montoni-Tiller was born to
Marc Montoni and Ellissa Tiller

From Reports by Affiliate Parties
Chairman Jim Lark; Edited by Marc
Montoni

Arlington County: On April 6, the
Libertarian Party of Arlington County
(LPAC) held its formation meeting at the
Rhodeside Grill in Arlington. Organizer
Shaun Whelden said twenty-two people
attended -- which is excellent for a first-
time meeting. The meeting featured
many speakers, including Tim Wise of
the Arlington County Taxpayers
Association, and former LP national
chairman Jim Lark. The new group
wasted no time getting the word out --
just a few days later (April 15) they
teamed up with the George Mason
Students for Individual Liberty (GMU-
SIL) to hold a Tax Day rally outside the
main post office in Arlington. Many
fliers were distributed. Meeting Info:
Regular meeting is the 1st Sunday of
each month, 7:00 pm, in the basement of
the Rhodeside Grill, 1836 Wilson Blvd
(corner of Rhodes and Wilson). For
more information: Shaun Whelden, 703-
534-1488, or
shaunw@liberateschool.com.

Botetourt County: On Wednesday
(June 25), Affiliate Parties Chairman Jim
Lark attended a formation meeting in
Fincastle organized by Liz Bowles. Dr.
Lark met Ms. Bowles when he spoke in
front of the Roanoke Valley Libertarian
Party (RVLP) in May; Ms. Bowles, her
husband Jeff, and their son Brad
subsequently decided to try and organize
their own county
LP. Lark reports the meeting went well;
with the Bowles clan, Andy Akers and
his friend Kim Brecker, Robert Price,
and Lark all attending. Lark said Ms.
Bowles "seems fired up to get a group
moving"; and noted they already agreed
to conduct outreach events in Fincastle
in late September and Buchanan in early
October. Meeting Info: By
announcement. For more information:
Liz Bowles liz_bowles@hotmail.com

Charlotte County: John Spadavecchia,
a high school student in Charlotte
County, is organizing the Libertarian
Party of Charlotte
County. ASffiliate Parties Chairman Jim
Lark presented a talk to Mr.
Spadavecchia's Government class at
Charlotte County High School
(combined high school/community
college credit) on March 28. Individuals
interested in helping this local group
should contact John: 434-248-6610
CharlotteCounty@LPVA.com

Charlottesville: The Jefferson Area
Libertarians hold regular meetings &
social events, time and location by
announcement. For more information:
James Curtis (434-245-8033 or 434-973-
5958), <JAL@LPVA.com>, or
http://www.jalibertarians.org/index.html
.

Fairfax County: Meeting Info: Regular
meeting is the 3rd Monday of each
month, 6:45 pm, at the Harvest Moon

Restaurant, Falls Church. This group
also sponsors the Northern Virginia
Volunteer Party, which always falls on
the Saturday before the regular meeting.
For more information: Jim Turbett
703-750-9125, Fairfax@LPVA.com.

Gloucester/Mathews Counties: LPVA
member Kevin Arden reports that he is
willing to serve as the "contact person"
for these two counties. Individuals
interested in helping with a local group
should contact Kevin: 804-693-4004, or
kevinarden@yahoo.com.

Harrisonburg/Rockingham County:
HRLP Chair Dave Briggman is
mounting an Independent bid for the
Harrisonburg County Board of
Supervisors. The Harrisonburg Daily
News-Record featured a photo of Mr.
Briggman participating in a Tax Day
events. The HRLP's website continues to
generate interest; one of the features are
the salary tables of all public
employees in the county. Meeting Info:
Regular meetings are the 1st
Saturday of each month, 9AM at Mr. J's
on Route 42 SOUTH. For more
information: Dave Briggman, 540-269-
4122, HRLP@LPVA.com, or
http://www.hrlp.org/ .

Henrico County: The Henrico LP
weekly business meeting/social hour has
been very successful, with attendance
averaging roughly 10-12 Libertarians
every week! Meeting Info: Every Friday,
6:00-6:30 informal business
session, and 6:30-7:00 social hour, at
Brother's Pizza, 7801 W. Broad St,
Henrico County. For more information:
Leonard Harris, 804-266-6572,
Richmond@LPVA.com, or
http://www.richmondliberty.org/ .

Lynchburg: This group's intended Tax
Day event was "rained on" by the
Lynchburg postmaster, who decreed that
due to "heightened security
concerns," no Tax Day activities of any
kind on Post Office property were
allowed this year. The group is planning
to work at least one OPH
appearances at the local 'Friday Cheers'
events. A special guest at the
May and June meetings of the League
was SCC Fifth District rep James
Curtis. Meeting Info: Regular meetings

are on the 2nd Monday of the month,
at 6:30 pm. Location is the Monte Carlo
Restaurant across from Applebee's
on Old Forest Road, in Lynchburg. For
more information: Dave Overstreet, 540-
587-7597, or Lynchburg@LPVA.com.

Martinsville/Henry County: Terry
Nelson is trying to organize a new
LP committee for
Martinsville/Henry County. He
hopes to have the first meeting
shortly. Individuals interested in
helping with this local group should
contact Terry: 276-956-5735, or

tnelson_2000@yahoo.com.

New River Valley: According to
chairman Bob Tipton, the New
River Libertarians held a small Tax
Day event. He noted that the post
offices in the area closed at the
regular times, before most NRL
members were able to
leave work and participate in the

event. Meeting Info: Regular meeting is
the 2nd Monday of each month, from 6-
8pm, at Bogen's Restaurant, downtown
Blacksburg.
For more information: Bob Tipton, 540-
552-1685, NewRiver@LPVA.com, or
http://www.nrvliberty.org/ .

Northern Neck: Michael O'Quinn is the
local contact in the area; no local
meetings are currently held. For more
information: Michael O'Quinn, 804-443-
1965, or NorthernNeck@LPVA.com.

Prince William County: Robert
McBride is busy campaigning for the
PWC Board of Supervisors (Occoquan
District). Paul Miller is serving as the
campaign manager for Mr. McBride.
Meeting Info: Regular meeting is 2nd
Monday of each month, Pizzaria Uno,
2680 Prince William Pkwy,
Woodbridge,VA 22192. The Social
Hour kicks off at 7:00 p.m, business
meeting begins at 7:30. For more
information: Ken Morrison, 703-494-
3107, PrinceWilliam@LPVA.com, or
http://princewilliam.lpva.com/ .

Richmond: On June 11, Greg Kontos
hosted the founding of the City of
Richmond Libertarian Committee. River
City Diner, 1712 E Main St,  Richmond.
For more information: Greg Kontos,
804-355-1637, Richmond@LPVA.com,
or http://www.richmondliberty.org/ .

Richmond Metro Libertarians:
Several Richmond Libertarians
participated in the "Million Marijuana
March" effort on May 3. The Patrick
Henry Supper Club sponsored addresses
by Fred Childress (LNC alternate
representative) on April 1, on the topic
"Trauma of Change -- the Incremental
Road", Andy Farmer (State Corporation
Commission) on May 6 on the topic
"Energy Choice in Virginia"; Patricia
Lee (National Director of Clinical
Programs, Institute for Justice) on June
3, and Philip Van Cleave, President,
Virginia Citizens Defense League on
July 1. Meeting Info: 1st Tuesdays of

each month, 6:00 pm for group dinner,
7:00 pm for the meeting, China
Buffet, 7586 W. Broad St., Richmond,
VA 23294 (in Merchants Walk
Shopping Center) Tel: (804) 672-6688.
For more information: Leonard Harris,
804-266-6572, Richmond@LPVA.com,
or http://www.richmondliberty.org/ .

Roanoke Valley: Local Affiliate Parties
Chairman Jim Lark spoke at the May
5 meeting of this group, drawing several
new Libertarians. Meeting Info:
1st Mondays of each month, 6:30 pm
8:00 pm, at the Roanoke County Public
Library on Electric Rd, Roanoke
County. For more information: Charles
or Angell Pasley, 540-767-1776
Roanoke@LPVA.com.

Shenandoah County: The Shenandoah
LP welcomed a new member -- prolific
LewRockwell.com writer Karen
Kwiatkowski and her family -- who
recently moved to Mount Jackson after
escaping from northern Virginia. The
group sponsored a small Tax Day event
on April 15. Shenandoah LP chairman
Marc Montoni, currently the LPVA's
only elected officeholder, continues to
attend the Lord Fairfax Soil and Water
District monthly meetings where he
is a Director. The Shenandoah
Libertarians publish a newsletter, and
they have had many letters to the editors
of local papers printed recently. The
group also plans to hand out flyers at a
parade on Independence Day and is
raising money to conduct an information
table at the County Fair this fall,
if space is available. Meeting Info: By
announcement -- call, write, or
email to be added to the list. For more
information: Marc Montoni, 540-984-
4608, or Shenandoah@LPVA.com.

Tidewater: The Tidewater Libertarian
Party holds two meetings each month
(in Virginia Beach on the first Saturday,
in Norfolk on the third
Saturday). According to
Communications Director Robert Dean,
the Virginia Beach meetings continue to
draw well. I had the honor of speaking at
the April 5 meeting. The May 3 meeting
featuring Gary Amos drew close to a
full house, and included several high
school students. The Tidewater group
held what was evidently a successful
Tax Day rally/protest on April
15. Also, the group held a very
successful outreach event at the Talkfest
event on May 9, which LPVA Affiliates
Chairman Lark attended. Meeting
Info: Two regular meetings are held each
month; one for Virginia Beach
residents (first Saturdays, Old Country
Buffet, 1952 Laskin Rd., Virginia
Beach), and one for those in Norfolk
(third Saturdays, House of Eggs, 3320
N. Military Hwy., Norfolk, 757-857-
1510).  Both meetings take place at
8:30am for breakfast, and 9:00am for the
meeting.
For more information: Kim Oliver, 757-
422-1317, Tidewater@lpva.com, or
http://www.TidewaterLP.com

Do you have an announcement or
a story about what you've been doing in your
county.  Send it to newsletter@lpva.com

GET LOCAL! affiliate news from around the state______________
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On the Campaign Trail_____________
McBride Runs to Win in Prince William

By Kevin Rollins

Lake Ridge -- The McBride for
Supervisor campaign hopes to energize
the rest of the state party by running the
best three-way partisan campaign the
Libertarian Party of Virginia has ever
seen. They see a number of factors
forming an unprecedented opportunity,
including no incumbent in an eight-
precinct election district, a personable,
credible candidate, a non-radical
message, and an unusual degree of
electorate interest in local issues at
present.

"This is a case where we have
a remarkable set of circumstances, where
we have no incumbent, a small area
that's manageable, that's doable, in
which we also have several active and
willing participants within the party."
said Robert McBride.

He sees it as chance to show
that Libertarians can be competitive.
This is important to the entire state party,
McBride adds, because he feels this
party has to have a reason to believe that
our candidates can do better.

"So this would be an
opportunity to say 'if we could do it, we
could do it here.' If we can't do it here,
we can't do it. This is a wonderful
confluence of a whole bunch of people
and events and situations. This is very
exciting"

Paul Miller, McBride's
campaign manager, says this campaign
will, "by far, reach an unprecedented
percentage of voters" for a Libertarian
campaign in Virginia. The campaign
expects a turnout of 8000 to 10000
voters in Prince William County's
Occoquan District, and is working to
find and encounter those voters on a
daily basis. The candidate and core
volunteers have been meeting and
talking with voters since well before
McBride's declaration of candidacy.
Campaign volunteers are enroute to
distributing 23,000 pieces of literature
and 5,000 refrigerator magnets door-to-
door, and the campaign has received a
pledged donation of 18,000 pre-recorded
phone calls to district voters.

McBride is selling a non-
radical message of libertarian principles
applied to local Prince William
problems.

"We're trying to take a
message to voters that is very palatable,"
he said.

Natural growth is his answer
to the congestion and sprawl problems.
Natural growth is growth with with
minimal government interference. Prince
William County artificially accelerated
growth in recent years through
infrastructure subsidization. It's well
known that the current proffer system
doesn't pay the full bill, and existing
taxpayers end up building the roads,
sewage and schools to support new
developments. Even sitting Supervisors
are talking about the effects of this
mistake. But opposing candidates are
promoting a radical program of the

government prohibiting growth - in
effect using government authority to
reverse previous governmental
tampering with market balances.

"We get to be the moderates,
here," Miller said. "We get to point out
how our opponents want to replace one
radical approach with another, while we
propose slowing the rate of growth
through easing the burden on property
tax payers and other tax reforms. We get
to ask voters if they are comfortable with
the county government exerting full
control over commercial and
residential markets."

"One of our
opponents actually said in a
pre-primary debate that 'this
county cannot afford any more
growth.' We ask people to let
that sink in for a moment. We
know that such sentiments
have emotional appeal, but it
doesn't take much to get
people to see through that. No
one believes we're going to
stop growth, and most aren't
comfortable with what the
Board of Supervisor would
actually have to do to try
stopping growth. That opens
the door for our more realistic
approach."

"We've been able to
open people's eyes that growth
occurring at a natural pace, as
we've had for most of the country's
history, is self-regulating," McBride
said.

The candidate cites the
government's use of eminent domain to
force highways and other infrastructure
through, which normally would be
slowed by having to "negotiate with the
owners of the property."

He also talks to voters about
simplifying the county zoning code. He
is interested in moving the county away
from defining exactly how
environmental impacts and other
externalities must be mitigated, towards
simply telling developers and
homeowners what impacts are
unacceptable and letting them use their
creativity to solve the problems.

"As long as we approach
things from a requirements standpoint,
and those of us with a background in
information systems know that you don't
go to a client and ask, 'What do you
want me to build for you?' Because they
don't know. I want to make sure the
result is this and this and this, but I'm not
going to give you the blueprint. It's an
approach that has caught the attention of
some local environmentalists, because
they are realizing the negative
environmental impacts of government
mandates, some of which were intended
to protect the environment."

McBride points to stormwater
management as an example. "The public
design and construction standards tells
builders how to place concrete streams
behind new developments. If left to their
own creativity, builders could achieve
better stormwater management results

through more attractive techniques. The
builders would, because they can install
rock gardens for less expense than what
they are forced to build now."
He adds that this is an important issue
because of what is recognized as a
fragile Occoquan Watershed. "I'm
currently working with the prominent
local conservation group on this issue.
They are very interested in promoting
better approaches."

McBride is selling himself as
much as he is his message. As a native
of the D.C. area and a 12 year resident of
Prince William county, he thinks voters
see him as a member of the community
and not just an opportunist who wants to
use the Board of Supervisors as a

stepping stone to higher office.
He has credibility as a local

leader, from his experience on the
budget committee and his prominent role
in fighting the conversion of public park
space into a golf course. His campaign
literature speaks of his "community
service [that] includes volunteerism with
numerous educational, environmental,
and social projects, including current
work as spokesperson for [the] Prince
William Conservation Alliance."

He even drives a Honda Civic
Hybrid, which he sees as good for the
environment and also good for his
commute. The Hybrid allows him to ride
in the High Occupancy Vehicle lanes
and get home faster.. Something
constituents who brave the drive to the
District everyday can surely relate to.

He also sits on the Prince
William Committee of 100 and is a
graduate of the Community Leadership
Institute . His involvement in these kinds
of organizations allow him to network
with other political leaders in the
community.

Moreover his personality and
friendliness help win over voters who
might not know all the issues.
McBride enjoys meeting people and
thinks that his personal appeal will do
much to win over voters. He works an
early shift at work, so he can get home in
time to go door-to-door on an almost
daily basis. On the weekends he walks
neighborhoods during the afternoons. To
increase his effectiveness, he often has
volunteers go ahead of him and find out
which homeowners are interested in
talking politics and which aren't.

He thinks this kind of
campaigning may seem difficult, but it is
exactly the kind of campaigning the
Libertarian Party needs more of.

"This is what we need in the
party - people who actually like people,
who want to go out and engage voters
and are genuinely interested in them. I'm
shy, a lot of people are shy. If you're
willing to get over that, you find out that
people are very nice. And I'll say ok, I'm
going to walk around for an hour. That
first door, you think, Ok is this going to
be ugly, is this going to be a rejection?
And it ends up being wonderful."
" They're so thrilled that you
bothered to show up at their door. And
that leads to the next one. And after that

hour, you might have one
person who says, 'no, I'm not
interested' and is a bit curt, but
everybody else, whether they
are going to vote for you or
not, will say, "good luck"
because they, I think
vicariously are thinking this is
part of our democracy in
action. Here's a guy going
around asking me for my vote.
I'm important, he's asking me,
he wants to know my opinion.
It's really uplifting. I always
end up being more enthusiastic
about the campaign than I was
an hour before."

He has previously
run for Congress against
Republican Tom Davis in 2000
and for Prince William Board
of Supervisor's chairman in
1999.

Asked about what was different about
those races compared to this one, he
said, "Those races were efforts to get the
message out to those voters about the
party and about the philosophy, because,
no matter how good a product you have,
with only certain amounts of money, you
can only promote is so much. And we
knew that and we figured, "ok, let's go
out and take advantage of our candidacy,
to educate, and to enlighten. So that was
the expectation there.

"...What we're doing here is
really trying to run a campaign, and
we're not going to try to educate, we're
not going to try to shock people or try to
run to our [Libertarian] constituency --
we know we have them."

McBride will be on the ballot
as an Independent, which is one of the
three options afforded to him by the
county Board of Elections. While they
are not including the Libertarian Party
label on every piece of literature, they
are not hiding from his party affiliation.
He thinks that most voters know that he
is the Libertarian nominee. If they don't
now, they will - the campaign has
already heard about one opponent using
a "hidden Libertarian agenda" attack.

"That's fine," Miller said. "I
hope they keep talking about us. And
we'll keep talking about us. The result is
that voters will hear a lot about us

For more information about the
campaign call: (703) 499-9058 or e-
mail: McBride03@lpva.com

McBride and Miller at a recent Prince
William LP meeting
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The SCC addressed the issue of the vacant position of Vice-Chair. After
signing a letter of resignation effective at the Special Convention and promising not to
seek any office at the Special Convention, Steve Dasbach was appointed interim Vice-
Chair. Dasbach is a former National LP Chair and brings 20 years of LP experience to
Virginia.

Because the position of Chair was vacant, Dasbach immediately acceded to the
position of interim Chairman as described in the LPVA Constitution and presided over the
remainder of the meeting.

With the Vice-Chair position again vacant, the SCC appointed Anne Soffee as
interim Vice-Chair. Soffee also signed a letter of resignation effective at the Special
Convention and has promised not to seek any office at the Special Convention. Soffee is a
noted author (www.snakehips.com) and has been one of the most active volunteers for the
Richmond-based Patrick Henry Supper Club (www.richmondliberty.org).

The SCC considered possible dates and locations for the Special Convention.
After a rather lengthy discussion, Brian Babb and the Tidewater LP were given a budget
$400 to secure a location for the 2nd or 3rd Saturday in August. Babb will report back
within two weeks and inform the SCC of the date and location of the Special Convention.
The Tidewater LP is one of the largest and most active local affiliates. Their meetings draw
up to 50 people and they played a critical role in defeating last year's Regional Sales-Tax
Referendum.

The SCC also broke the deadlock on the Communications Committee. Kevin
Rollins, Publisher of THE Free-Marketer (www.freemarketeer.org) and former LP of
Buncombe County (NC) Chairman, was appointed Newsletter Editor. Shaun Whelden,
Arlington County LP Chairman, was appointed Communications Committee Chair. These
two gentlemen bring new energy and leadership to one of the most important LPVA
committees.

The July SCC meeting has been canceled. The next meeting will take place
immediately after the Special Convention. Minutes of SCC meetings can be found here.

Special thanks are given to Roy Scherer for presiding over the opening of the
meeting. Also thanks to Steve Dasbach and Anne Soffee for being willing to serve as
Interm-Chair and interim Vice-Chair and thanks to Shaun Whelden and Kevin Rollins for
volunteering to serve on the Communications Committee.

What's on the Web?
By Chuck Eby, LPVA Webmaster

Sure, you’ve read the news stories that are highlighted on the Libertarian Party
of Virginia’s web site on your occasional visit, but have you noticed that there
is fresh content in the right-hand column as well?  Links to fresh editorials and
other works, written by your fellow Virginia Libertarians, appear weekly in this
space.

Editorials by Jim Simpson, Dan Carey, Jan Helfeld, Donny Ferguson, and Carl
Milsted have appeared on our web site over the past several months.  Some of
these editorials have been published in Virginia newspapers and elsewhere.

Jim Simpson is a regular contributor to the “Opinion” page of Prince William
County’s  “Daily Journal” newspaper.  For those of us who do not subscribe to
this paper, Jim’s editorials, dealing mainly with the idea of limiting
government, are republished on our web site.

Dr. Carl Milsted is regularly published on the LibertyForAll.net web site where
he is known as the “Incrementalator” for his views of creating a libertarian
world incrementally, rather than overnight as many Libertarians desire.  His
editorials, which are usually written as a series, are published and archived on
our web site.  Although Dr. Milsted recently moved to North Carolina from
Virginia, he is fondly remembered by Virginia Libertarians who were fortunate
enough to make his acquaintance.

Seth Allen’s “News on PBS” also appears in this space and is updated weekly.
It offers a biting libertarian satire of the week’s current events.  Seth takes real-
life stories from the pages of the daily newspaper, and puts a spin on them that
is sure to elicit a chuckle.  Stories about government bungles, whether local,
national, or international, are his specialty.

Activist Toolbox
GOVERNMENT SALARIES AND FOIA

By Marc Montoni

Use your rights under the Virginia Freedom Of Information  Act (at
least while we still have one). Submit a FOIA request to you local government
bodies, that it provide you with the names, salaries, and job titles of all the local
government workers in the jurisdiction. You will need to submit three requests
-- one for employees of your School Board, one for employees of the Board of
Supervisors or City Council, and one for the Constitutional Offices (Clerk of
Court, etc).

You can then post this information on your county LP web page, and
begin discussing the inflated pay of government workers with the facts on your
side. In letters to the editor to local newspapers, you can refer readers to your
salaries page, and they might start looking around at the rest of what the LP has
to offer.

The FOIA letter need not be fancy, just state what you want and let
them know it is a FOIA request. Invoking FOIA forces the bureaucrats to
comply within five days. They might refuse to provide the data in electronic
form so it can't be easily redistributed; but when the Shenandoah County
School Board did that to me, I simply scanned in their printouts, use text
recognition software, and was able to import it into a spreadsheet program with
little fuss.

Removed continued from page 1

Jim Babka, President of the American Liberty Foundation, and Paul Gessing,
Director of Government Affairs for the National Taxpayers Union.

Tentative Convention Agenda

12:30 - 1:00 Registration
1:10 - 1:15 Opening Remarks
1:15 - 1:35 Gary Nolan, candidate for the LP nomination for President
1:40 - 2:00 John Taylor, President of the Virginia Insititute for Public
Policy
2:00 - 2:15 Break
2:15 - 3:15 Elections(Chairman, Vice Chairman)
3:15 - 3:30 Break
3:30 - 4:15 Jim Babka, President of the American Liberty Foundation

      Paul Gessing, Director of Government Affairs, National 
      Taxpayer's Union

4:15 – 5:00 Discussion: Where do we go from here?

This meeting will take place in the assembly hall, at Lynnhaven Colony
Congregational Church, 2217 W. Great Neck Rd., Virginia Beach, VA.
Only members may bring up business or vote during the business session of
the Convention.
There will be an SCC business meeting following the Convention. All LPVA
members are welcome to attend the SCC meeting.

Make Your Voice Heard!

Attend the LPVA Special
Convention on Saturday, August

9th

Convention continued from page 1
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The Opinion Pages_____________________

SCC Did the Right Thing

 by Bill Lawry

The following (with edits and
amplifications) was written June 21,
2003 as a reply to Marianne Volpe's
request for comments to her research
into what happened to the computer she
had Dave Briggman purchase for the
Party.

Marianne had, at this time,
been removed from her position as Party
Chair by the SCC. But she had refused
to step down apparently because she felt
that the SCC had removed her just
because of the 'Briggman mess' and she
was somewhat vindicating herself with
respect to that one. Shelley Tamres'
'Message from the Vice Chairman'
(printed opposite as "SCC Took
Wrongful Actions") had already been
sent to the SCC and cross-posted
elsewhere. Marianne's 'request for
comments' was apparently her attempt to
complete on the 'Briggman mess'.
Marianne re-sent the email
correspondence she had carried on with
Dave Briggman to the SCC list along
with the latest findings from her
investigation and asked for comments.
As one of the 2/3 of the SCC who had
voted first to ask for her resignation and
later to remove her from office Bill
Lawry (11th CD Rep to the SCC)
responded with the following summary.

Shortly thereafter Marianne
resigned as Chair and asked to be
removed from the SCC list as a poster.

Dear Marianne -

Thank you for providing the
individual emails. I read over them -
again- and even with the perspective of
hindsight it was not a pleasant task.

You asked for SCC comments.
Here are mine:
Marianne Volpe and Dave

Briggman got themselves into a royal

pissing contest -
lots of rage
and threats from
Dave and
controlled and

not-so-controlled
anger from Marianne and Shelley
Tamres.

It seems to me that some of the
arguments on both sides hold some
water.

It seems likely that they are
both shading the story for their own
benefit.

The royal pissing contest (rpc)
and the subsequent review of Marianne's
effectiveness as chair has distracted the
LPVA from it's goals and cost us some
activists. This is nothing new - as we
have had other chairs, suffered other
distractions, and membership and
activist turnover - both provoked and
unprovoked - has always been our
enemy.

If I recall correctly, Marianne
praised Dave in her chairman's report
that she submitted at the same meeting
where the SCC overturned her removing
him from Communications Director.
This was not a good tactical move as it
allowed old detractors to rally the SCC
against her before Dave's apparent
looseness with LPVA property and
money became evident. Although it's
true that the
chair has the ability to appoint and
remove people from leadership positions
the SCC has oversight prerogatives.

According to Marianne's new
research: Dave (a computer dealer) was
not careful with the computer he
purchased with LPVA monies. When the
LPVA asked for it to be returned
Marianne determined months later that it
was in the possession of someone in a
distant state who had no connection with
the LPVA. Similarly she found out that
the computer that Dave later conveyed to
the LPVA although the same model as
the one she asked him to purchase was
registered to yet another person
somewhere else who also was not
connected to the LPVA.

I say
Dave wasn't
careful with
LPVA property
because I don't
have specific
knowledge of
what did and
didn't transpire
between them.

During
the height of the
'rpc' Fred
Childress did
some  research
and proffered it to
those in
attendance after a
monthly Fairfax

meeting.
Apparently Dave
had had other
Internet wars. Fred
presented us with

printouts from Gary Brooks of Troy, NY
aka 'Flash' that accused Dave of all
manner of wrong doings. These created
yet another distraction and became
somewhat of an embarrassment when
Dave demonstrated that he had won a
sizable judgement (even collected some
of it) from Gary before (per Dave) Gary
was arrested for nefarious deeds of his
own. Had we looked further we would
have noticed that not all of the
complaints were from 'Flash' and some
of them have yet to be resolved. 

Had Marianne been more
patient and allowed her fiscal complaints
against Dave to be detailed, verified, and
clearly presented, then I'm sure the SCC
would have sided with her when she
sought to remove Dave from his position
as Communications Director. In short it
seems that Marianne acted prematurely
in the matter of 'Dave-and-the-computer'
and somewhat because of old wounds
and old 'enemies' she suffered for it.

Also in the heat of the 'rpc'
Carole Moore, a Libertarian activist of
no mean repute in Washington, D.C.,
apparently accused the Dave and the
SCC of being closet homosexuals who
couldn't stand a competent woman in the
'big chair' - another distraction.

The ensuing review of
Marianne's chairmanship is in my
opinion what cost her the confidence of
the SCC and the position of Chairman.

It's clear to me that the LPVA
didn't need another computer. The
'Virginia Liberty' computer returned by
outgoing chair, Marc Montoni, (then in
the midst of a different pissing contest
with Marianne) was apparently adequate
to any publishing task the LPVA could
envision. SCC review of the request to
purchase additional hardware could have
brought the ensuing hardware
redundancy to light and probably
avoided it.

But apparently Marianne
decided to ignore LPVA By-Laws and
rush to get a new computer right away.
So she directed Dave to spend $2500 of
LPVA monies immediately instead of
waiting to get the mandated SCC
approval for any purchase greater than
$500. That computer has a street price of
about $1500 today.

And Marianne ignored basic
fiscal prudence when she gave Dave the
chairman's LPVA debit card number to
effect the computer purchase. These
errors led to a all manner of cascading
difficulties and spawned multiple
distractions that received a lot of
attention from our Officers and the SCC.

Marianne allegedly overstated
Kevin McKenna's credentials when she
announced his appointment as Treasurer.
Since Kevin didn't rush to set the record

straight this issue provided yet another
fascinating distraction for stakeholders.

Although Marianne did take
up Jim Lark's initial request and Anne
Rocktashel's subsequent urgings for
another VSOT (Vision Strategy
Operations & Tactics) project the
committees subsequently formed and
populated (often
with Marianne as default chair) have not
done much with the opportunities they
have been offered.
 Much of the SCC meetings has
been devoted to 'administrivia' rather
than to getting candidates elected. If our
web site is up to date we have only one
candidate running in Virginia this year.

Marianne has blamed much on
prior administrations and previously
active volunteers. Upon hearing these
complaints, some, like myself just tried
to ignore them as gear grindings of a less
than totally smooth change in LPVA
administrations. Apparently some of the
accusations on Marianne's part were
specific and personal and remembered
them in detail by others who were able
to testify specifically at an SCC meeting
as to what she said and when she said it.

Her willingness to find fault
with so much leads me to think that
perhaps her mindset is to let no good
deed go unpunished.

Marianne does seem to be
replete with a growing cadre of enemies
- some from  her old days in Richmond

and others gathered since her move to
NoVA.

Although it's 20/20 hindsight
now it's too bad her enemies didn't bring
their substantive or personality based
complaints to the fore at the sast
state convention. A two minute speech
for NOTA could include: "We're all
standing up here because we can't
endorse ____ because they have shown
themselves to be a pain in the neck for as
long as we have known them." - or
words to that effect.

I guess that's why CSPAN
junkies often hear our legislators refer to
'my esteemed colleague on the other side
of the aisle' - professionalism counts.

At this point it would seem
that the SCC has done the right thing
(removing Marianne) for a mixed bag of
right and wrong reasons. We have raised
the bar for Party Chair and we have
removed a Chair who didn't live up to
that bar.

Will the next Chair take a
lesson and create a partnership with the
SCC?

I hope so.

Bill Lawry has been a Libertarian activist
since 1973.  He has served as 11th CD
Rep to the SCC for 7 years and was Co-
founder of the Prince William affiliate.  He
was elected as Director, Prince William
Soil & Water Conservation District and
served 1999 - 2002.

They say that "all politics is local" and to me that
means that there's a lot of politics that is

dependent on getting along with one's neighbors
and co-activists.

Question for September
Virginia Liberty:

What can the LPVA do to
better influence Virginia
Politics?
***

If you have a story, comment,
or op-ed piece please send it
to newsletter@lpva.com
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SCC TOOK WRONGFUL ACTIONS

Tamres and Volpe at December LNC Meeting in Crystal City

 By Shelley Tamres

[Editor's note: This was originally sent as
"Message from the Vice Chairman" by e-mail
to the LPVA Forum on May 19.]

For those of you who have
been trying to follow recent events on
the State Central Committee (SCC), I
cannot in good conscience agree that a
valid SCC meeting was held on May 10
or that a valid motion was submitted to
remove the Chairman, Ms. Marianne
Volpe, from office. Therefore, I do not
agree that I am now Chairman.
For those of you who have not been
trying to follow things, it's time for you
to do so.

The LPVA state party has
been run by two individuals for twenty
years: Marc Montoni and Jim Lark.
While their efforts to create something
from nothing over the years are to be
applauded, their reluctance to relinquish
control must be condemned. The state
party cannot grow if it continues to be
dominated by two individuals.

Marianne has been relentlessly
attacked from the moment she decided to
run for Chairman in 2002. These attacks
have been motivated by personal dislike
and a desire to retain control of the
organization, not by policy differences.
Other leaders within the organization
have agreed with me that the motivations
are personal, but unfortunately they have
only been willing to say so privately, not
publicly.

Marianne has made mistakes,
but none of them warrant her removal
from office. Many accusations have been
levied against her, but for the most part
the accusers are themselves guilty of
what they are accusing.

Marianne has been accused of
misusing our bank card by allowing use
of it by an appointed committee head to
purchase a computer. At the time, there
were no written rules in our Bylaws even
mentioning the bank card, much less
defining restrictions on its use. However,
the prior administration ignored the
Bylaw requiring a second signature on
checks for over $500 by routinely
splitting large payments into two or
more checks. But it is Marianne who is
being attacked when she did not even
violate a written rule.

The original motion to remove
the Chairman mentions the "purchase of
capital goods over $500" without SCC
approval. I cannot find any mention in
either the Constitution or Bylaws (either
the current version or the version last
May) of any such
requirement. And
our Bylaws DO
allow the heads of
cost centers to
expend the funds
in their centers.
The infamous
"Bylaw 13" in the
old Bylaws calls
for approval of capital goods via the
"Standard Budget Process". However,
this is the first year that any Chairman
has attempted itiate a budget process.

There wasn't one in place last year at the
time of the computer purchase. And as
Marianne has already pointed out, the
computer purchase was listed in her
Chairman's Report to the
SCC.

Marianne has
been blamed for falling
membership numbers. Yet
if you look at the numbers,
Virginia's membership
totals have exactly
paralleled the rise and fall
of National's totals for at
least the past three years.
And that includes the year
we paid Marc Montoni to
be our Executive Director.
In other words, even a paid
employee failed to change
the pattern of our
membership totals from
what was happening nationally. So why
blame Marianne?

And just what did we get for
the money paid to Marc Montoni as
Executive Director, and later for part-
time clerical help while he was
Chairman? Marianne has accomplished
the work through volunteers. Yet no one
seems to be giving her credit for this.

Marianne has been accused of
causing "an unprecedented level of
factionalism". However, the factionalism
on the SCC predates Marianne's
involvement on it. And it is the two-
thirds of the SCC that refuse to work
with her that are responsible for the
current unprecedented level of
factionalism, not Marianne.

Marianne fired Dave
Briggman from his position of
Communications Director for cause in
January. The SCC reinstated him, citing
that the Chairman had no authority to
remove a committee head. I dare anyone
to find one word in our Constitution or
Bylaws stating who does or does not
have the authority to remove committee
heads. And in the past it was always the
Chairman's prerogative. But even if the
SCC had a case, all that should have
been done was to pass a resolution
condemning the Chairman's action. Not
reinstate a person who failed to take any
steps whatever to replace a substantial
amount of mischarged money belonging
to LPVA.

Mr. Briggman has yet to offer
any proof substantiating any of his
several contradictory stories about the
money, nor to provide anything that
could be verified by our Bank.

And now we find that the

computer purchased last year by Mr.
Briggman with LPVA money is
registered to someone in another state.
Mr. Briggman is attempting to replace
the LPVA computer with a substitute. I

would very much like to know why.
I am also still awaiting a

coherent explanation from current
Secretary Charlotte Patrick as to why she
tried to get our Bank to provide inquiry
access to our bank account to Marc
Montoni, who is not currently on the
SCC. Her presentation of a Power of

Attorney to the Bank, signed only by
herself, upset the Bank Manager
sufficiently that he contacted the
Chairman with the information.

But most of all I would like to
know why two-thirds of the SCC are
spending their time and energy trying to
remove the Chairman rather than
seeking answers to the questions I have
raised above. The same two-thirds of the
SCC that voted to remove the Chairman
apparently do not concern themselves
with protecting the property of the
LPVA.

Even if Marianne Volpe
resigned, I would not accept the
chairmanship at this point. The current
SCC has spent the past year
"interpreting" the Bylaws in such a way
as to deny that the Chairman has any
powers whatsoever. They have even
disputed what registered
Parliamentarians have ruled to be correct
(i.e., that the May 10 meeting could not
be called without the Chairman's
approval and that "written" notice of a
motion to remove an officer must be
mailed, not e-mailed). This is just what I
need...a hostile committee, a whole
bunch of responsibilities, and no power.
Thanks, but NO THANKS. Why should
any volunteer be expected to serve under
such conditions? I'm not that crazy.

I have been extremely
disappointed in the response of some of
the membership thus far to the
factionalism on the SCC. Most seem to
want it to "go away" without wanting to
know what it's about or whether anyone
is right or wrong. The fact that the
majority of those sitting on the SCC are
against Marianne does NOT make them

right. It is they
who are failing in
their fiduciary
responsibilities to
the LPVA, not
Marianne.

Since the
current state of
affairs is obviously
very unhealthy for

this organization, I sounded out several
SCC members about calling a Special
Convention for the purpose of electing
ALL FIFTEEN voting members of the

SCC. I thought this was the fairest way
of moving forward: allowing all sides to
present their case to the membership and
letting the membership decide. There
was insufficient support for me to go
forward with this motion.

I no longer take this
organization seriously as a political

party. The behavior of the
current SCC and of various
members for whom avoiding
confrontation with friends is
more important than doing
what is right has led me to
the conclusion that this is
really a private club. Since I
will no longer waste my time
and energy working for such
an organization, I resign
from both of my State
Committee positions, that of
Vice Chairman and Ballot
Access Coordinator,
effective immediately.

Since the SCC
believes it has removed the

Chairman, this means they will have to
call a Special Convention. I predict they
will only place the election of a
Chairman and Vice Chairman on the
agenda. But this will not resolve the
underlying problems. The Libertarian
Party of Prince William County has
called for the election of all positions on
the SCC. This is what should happen if
you truly wish to move forward.

If there are enough of you out
there who really believe this should be a
political party and not a private club,
here's your chance. Attend the Special
Convention. Learn as much as you can
about what is going on between now and
the Convention. And if enough of you
care, a two-thirds vote on the
Convention floor will enable you to
override what the SCC sets as the
agenda, and you may call for the election
of the entire SCC.

Shelley Tamres is the former Vice
Chairman and Ballot Access Director of
LPVA.

Marianne has made mistakes, but none of them
warrant her removal from office. Many accusations
have been levied against her, but for the most part

the accusers are themselves guilty of what they
are accusing.

Advertise in Virginia
Liberty!

Grow awareness of your
business, campaign, or
project and help support the
LPVA.

Our rates:

Full Page Ad: $60
1/2 Page: $35
1/4 Page: $20
Business Card: $10

Our readership is growing,
place your ad now before
the rates go up!

Contact: Kevin Rollins, (703)
680-4822, or e-mail
newsletter@lpva.com.
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Commentary:__________________________
Howard Dean and the Importance of Gravitas

by Eric Dondero

Howard Dean has officially declared
his candidacy for the Presidential
nomination of the Democrat Party. 

Howard Dean will not win
that nomination.

The reasons why Dean will
not win, are important for
Libertarians to ponder. Too often we
libertarians, both within the
Republican Party, and most
especially within the Libertarian
Party, have shunned celebrities in
favor of political puritism. Further,
we have cried that "being elected to
office is not as important; adherence
to hardcore libertarian principles is
much higher on the agenda."

In 1983 radio talk show
host Gene Burns of Massachusetts
toured the nation, seeking the LP
nomination for President. Two
weeks before the Nominating
convention, Burns unexpectedly
pulled out. One of the reasons he
cited for his decision was the
fact that he was constantly grilled by
LPers on issues, rather than talking
about what he could bring
to the Libertarian Party given his
celebrity status.

In the 1982 elections,
former Congressman San Steiger
ran for Governor of Arizona as a
Libertarian. Steiger was severely
criticized by fellow AZ LPers for
not backing the Party platform 100%
on issues such as the Military Draft.
Immediately after the Election,
Steiger quit the LP, went back home
to his ranch and rejoined the GOP.

In 1987, former US
Congressman Ron Paul made it
known that he was open to the idea
of running for President on the
Libertarian Party ticket. He was
immediately attacked by many
LPers because of his pro-life
abortion stance and his supposed
intolerance of Gays.

Detailed analysis of his 8
year  voting record appeared in
numerous libertarian publications of
the time Though, most concluded
that Paul had a 99% hardcore
libertarian voting record, he was still
plagued by detractors within the
Party, throughout his Presidential
effort.

In 1989/90 rumors were
flying around LP circles that two
highly respected and nationally
known economists were flirting with
a run on the LP ticket for President;
Mark Skousen and Walter Williams.

Skousen and Williams even attended
a couple LP conventions.

Neither effort ever
materialized. One reason given, at
least in the case of Skousen, was that
he was uncomfortable with the hard-
headed dogmatism of many within
the LP.

In 1992, renowned Radio
Talk Show Host Howard Stern
flirted with a candidacy for
Governor of New York on
the LP ticket. For months he talked
about it on his highly rated national
talk show. But after attending the
state convention he pulled out at the
last minute. It was speculated at the
time that his disagreement with the
LP platform on a issues like foreign
policy and the death penalty, and the
less-than welcoming attitude of
Libertarian Party National Office
staff played a major role in his
ultimate departure.

In 1996 Championship
Wrestling Hero, radio talk show
Host and small-town Mayor Jessie
Ventura put some feelers out to the
Libertarian Party suggesting that
he might want to run on their ticket
for Governor of Minnesota. He even
attended a couple LP events,
including the State Convention. But
he was called onto the carpet by LP
purists for not
supporting
immediate
privatization of the
Metro-rail line in
Minneapolis/St.
Paul. Ventura
stormed out vowing
never to have anything to do with
"those extremist Libertarians ever
again."

In 1996 Ann Coulter, an up
and coming right-wing news
columnist and noted commentator
called up the Libertarian Party of
Connecticut where she was residing
at the time, and asked for a meeting.
The State LP Chairman and a couple
other higher-ups gladly accepted her
invitation to discuss state politics at
her private office. Coulter broke the
news that she wanted to run on the
Libertarian Party ticket to challenge
squishy-moderate Congressman
Chris Shays.

The LPers then proceeded
to grill Coulter on her positions on
every conceivable issue, finally
taking her to task for her gradualist,
non-radical approach against the
War on Drugs. After a few more
meetings, the LP and Coulter could
not come to an agreement on the

proposed candidacy, mainly due to
those minor differences, and the two
groups went their separate
ways. Coulter is now on the NY
Times Bestseller list climbing the
charts positioned to knock off
Hillary's book and is a regular guest
on the Cable News Network talk
shows.

Libertarians need to
seriously look at the candidacy of
Democrat hopeful Howard Dean
from a purely political standpoint.
Simply put, Howard Dean does not
have the all-important "Gravitas."
He is a non-celebrity.

Howard Dean is a former
two-term Governor from a small
Northeastern State. He has virtually
no other claim to fame. He has no
other "schtick" if you will. No,
he wasn't a former radio talk show
host. No, he wasn't a former boxer,
wrestler or weight lifter. No, he
definitely was not a former actor.
And he didn't own a baseball team
either.

Americans love celebrity. I
would submit that most Libertarians
are completely baffled by the recent
success of Fox's American Idol.
Your typical Libertarian computer
geek most likely winces at the
show when skimming the channels

from C-SPAN to The History
Channel.

Libertarians have never
understood the American love
for celebrity. Why else would the
Party nominate someone like David
Bergland in 1984 for President of
the United States; a simple Attorney
from Costa Mesa, CA and Party
activist with absolutely no other
claim to fame outside of the LP and
perhaps his quiet little California
town?

Ask yourself why Hillary
Clinton was elected United
State Senator from the State of New
York.

Most Libertarians and
opportunist Leftists would submit
"it's because of her political
stances."

Wrong!
Hillary was elected because

of her celebrity. New York is a big
state, and wants big politicians. No-
names like Jim Inhoff or Tom

Harkin just wouldn't cut it in
the Big Apple. Her GOP
opponent from Long Island,
who nobody remembers now,
was just a lowly
Congressman. Nice guy. He
was probably much more in

tune with the vast majority of voters
of NY on the issues. He would have
made a great Senator from a State
like Oklahoma, Iowa or even
Vermont. But NOT New York?
Hillary brought great fame, glitz,
glammer, curiosity, mystery and
even sexiness to New Yorkers,
plain and simple. More importantly,
she had lots and lots of Gravitas.

California is a big state too.
There's some Republican
Congressman named Issa who is
busy building support for a run for
Governor as soon as Gray Davis gets
ejected from office. Issa might be a
good choice. He might have an
excellent plan for balancing
California's budget. But does anyone
in their right mind think he has any
sort of snowball's chance in hell of
winning the nomination against the
Arnold Schwarzenneger juggernaut?

Americans love celebrity.
And Howard Dean is no celebrity.
Not even close.

John Kerry on the other
hand is a celebrity. He definitely
comes across as one - married to a
gizzillionaire heiress, sexy looking
in a swim-suit lay-out in GQ, he
even has the initials JFK. And he
gets his "Beltway gravitas" as a
long-time United States Senator

from Massachusetts.
It will be his celebrity

status added to the political
gravitas that will most likely win
him the nomination.

Yeah, I'd admit, Gephart
has an outside chance at the
nomination, as well. But he's got a
schtick too; two lesbian daughters.

It's not often that I urge my
fellow L(l)ibertarians to look to the
Democrat Party for guidance. But in
this case we should play close
attention to the Dems and their
nomination process.

Dean may be the
"Sweetheart" of the Party faithful.
He's "right on the issues" grumbles
an AFL-CIO activist in Des Moines
on the nightly news. "He's got
passion," pronounces a feminist
Democrat holding up a Pro-Choice sign.

But the American public will
not only be put off by his leftist stances,
but more importantly they will look at

Celebrity continued on page 9

Libertarians have never understood the American love for
celebrity. Why else would the Party nominate someone like
David Bergland in 1984 for President of the United States...
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Celebrity from page 8

Dean as an absolute nobody from a very
small state.

Right! Like some Military
Vet/Auto plant worker from
Dayton, Ohio, who is much closer to the
center or political gravity in the United
States than the feminist or a liberal
college professor, is really going to vote
for someone like Dean for Commander-
in-Chief.

Howard Dean has Zero
Gravitas.

The Libertarian Party will
most likely not recruit a
super-celeb like Clint Eastwood, Kurt
Russell, Kramer, Bill Maher, former
libertarian-leaning Governors William
Weld or Gary Johnson, or Jessie Ventura
for their Presidential nomination in
2004.

It's kind of sad. But it's reality.
However, the LP has managed

to recruit two second tier celebs with a
decent amount of gravitas, enough to
win the LP a good amount of respect
amongst the American public and with
the media. They are Judge Jim Gray or
Orange County, California and former
Nationally-Syndicated Talk Show Host
Gary Nolan.

Also in the race are a couple of
good Party loyalists who are without
doubt hardcore principled Libertarians.
Additionally, other names of loyal party
hacks are currently being tossed around
for the Presidential as well as Vice-
Presidential nominations; people who
have paid their dues and their supporters
now believe are well-deserving of the
highest and second-highest spots on the
LP ticket.

When it comes to deciding
who should be the Presidential and Vice-
Presidential nominees for 2004,
Libertarians should look closely at Dean
versus Kerry.

Think Gravitas and Celebrity. 
Don't think devotion to

the Party Platform or the fact that so and
so has run for every office imaginable
for the last 10 years from
Dog Catcher to US Senate, as a Party
standard-bearer, and well, "darn it!, it's
just her turn." No, the LP is not
going to match the celebrity of the
Republicans and Democrats.

But the Party CAN make a
decent showing with the two
candidates it has already managed to
recruit for the Presidential spot. And it
can beef up that ticket by
nominating someone for Vice-President
who is a former elected official or at
least has some sort of a "schtick."

An Ed Thompson for example
is picture perfect; former
Mayor, former pro-boxer, a decent
showing as the LP candidate for
Governor of Wisconsin and the brother
of a nationally-known major US Agency
head. Now that's a bunch of schtick!

Others like former
Congressman Sam Steiger (a guy who
once served 60 days in jail for shooting a
burro that wondered onto his property in
the ass), one-term radical gun-slingin'
Texan Steve Stockman or colorful
tax protestor Jim Hanson.
 Celebrity continued on page 11.

Friday, July 25, 2003 - 6:00 PM Richmond/Henrico
LP Social - Come help plan the next few weeks of party
activity, then kick back and relax with interesting and
cool people.
6:00-6:30 informal business session
6:30-7:00 social hour.

Location: Brother’s Pizza (7801 W. Broad St)

Contact: L.T. Harris

Email: leonard@richmondliberty.org

Wednesday, July 30, 2003 - 5:30 PM

Farlandria Social Hour - Come join us for drinks,
appetizers, and plenty of conversation with your
fellow Libertarians.

Location: Hamburger Hamlet, Crystal Square
shopping center, Crystal City

Contact: Dana Johansen Phone: 703-960-9120

Email: Farlandria@LPVA.com

Tuesday, August 05, 2003 - 6:00 PM

LP of Henrico County Convention -

Keynote address: All Politics are Personal - Kevin
Rollins Publisher, Beltway Free-Marketer

The public is invited to attend. Only LP members
who reside in Henrico County will be allowed to
vote. Please buy a meal from the hosting restaurant.

6:00pm Dinner
7:00pm Keynote Address
8:00pm Bylaws Debate
8:30pm Election of Officers » More Info...

Location: China Buffet, 7586 W. Broad St.
Richmond, VA 23294 (in Merchants Walk Shopping
Center)

Contact: L.T. Harris

Email: leonard@richmondliberty.org

Wednesday, August 06, 2003 - 5:30 PM

Farlandria Social Hour - Come join us for drinks,
appetizers, and plenty of conversation with your
fellow Libertarians.

Location: Hamburger Hamlet, Crystal Square
shopping center, Crystal City

Contact: Dana Johansen Phone: 703-960-9120

Email: Farlandria@LPVA.com

Saturday, August 09, 2003 - 12:30 PM

Special State Convention - Due to the removal of
the former Chairman, Marianne Volpe, the
subsequent resignation of Vice Chair Shelley
Tamres, the LPVA State Central Committee has
called a Special Convention to elect new officers for
the positions of Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary.

Location: This meeting will take place in the
assembly hall, at Lynnhaven Colony Congregational
Church, 2217 W. Great Neck Rd., Virginia Beach,
VA.

Contact: Charlotte Patrick

Email: Secretary@LPVA.com

Tuesday, August 12, 2003 - 8:00 PM

Fredericksburg Area LP Meeting - You are
invited to a meeting of Libertarians from the
Fredericksburg area. Join us for dinner, a snack or
beverage, or to just chat. Interested friends and
family are invited to join us. For more information
about the Fredericksburg LP contact Robert
Buchanan.

Location: Upstairs at Spanky's, 917 Caroline St., in
downtown Fredericksburg.

Contact: Robert Buchanan Phone: 540-582-8781

Saturday, August 16, 2003 - 7:00 PM

Pot-luck Dinner Party - Bring something you
would be proud to have your name on. Bring enough
to make a full meal. Please call Chuck or Judy at
703-378-1188 to coordinate the menu or for
suggestions. Kids? Bring-em! Anyone bringing kids
is subject to a little bit of 'kid-watch' duty during the
party. RSVP to Chuck.

Location: The home of Chuck Eby and Judy
Herzog, 4572 Fair Valley Dr., Fairfax. This is right
across from the Fair Lakes Shopping
Center.Parking: Please use guest parking across
from house or drive to end of street, turn right, and
parking will be on the right.

Contact: Chuck Eby Phone: 703-378-1188

Email: Webmaster@LPVA.com

Monday, August 18, 2003 - 7:00 PM

Libertarian Party of Fairfax County Monthly
Meeting - Come at 6:45 if you will be eating the
buffet.

Location: Harvest Moon Restaurant, 7260
Arlington Blvd., Falls Church, VA

Contact: Jim Turbett Phone: 703-750-9125

Email: Fairfax@LPVA.com

Saturday, September 20, 2003 - 7:00 PM

Pot-luck Dinner Party - Bring something you
would be proud to have your name on. Bring enough
to make a full meal. Please call Anne Wakeman at
703-426-4573 to coordinate the menu or for
suggestions. Kids? Bring-em! Anyone bringing kids
is subject to a little bit of 'kid-watch' duty during the
party. RSVP to Anne. Location: The home of Anne
and Scott Wakeman, 10133 Red Spruce Rd.,
Fairfax.

Contact: Anne Wakeman Phone: 703-426-4573

Email: scott.t.wakeman@verizon.net

EVENT CALENDAR_______________________
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LNC Goes to Work in Seattle

By Sean Haugh

LibertyForAll.net --
Joe Seehusen began
work as our new
Executive Director
(ED) on May 27th.
The fellow seems too
good to be true, and I am very
excited about working with him to
help build our party.

Joe is currently on an
extended probationary period, until
the next LNC meeting in September,
almost four months total. At that
point we can all assess the
relationship, and if both sides agree,
make his position more permanent.
In return, the LNC is giving him
wide latitude to make the job his
own, so he can make the most of this
time and show us what he can do.

Joe brings a very
businesslike approach to the job. He
is proactive on financial resource
management and very keen on
customer service. He has expressed
an inherent understanding that our
treasury is not our money to play
with, but rather the members' money
held and spent in trust. He also is
refreshingly up front about his role
as servant rather than leader of the
party.

As part of his business
mindset, he is looking at all of our
operations to determine which can
be out-sourced and which need to be
handled directly by staff. He is
aware that customer service applies
to our vendors as much as any other
group, paying special attention to
mutually positive relationships with
them.

The new policy of his that
really knocked my socks off is that
now all new members get a phone
call from someone on staff within 48
hours of joining, simply to welcome
them to the party. This is the kind of
simple yet revolutionary practice
that will help engage new people in
the work of the party as quickly as
possible, and keep them coming
back for more.

This customer service
approach is also being applied to
issue-based fellow traveler groups,
such as the National Taxpayers'
Union, and to media outlets, which
has already resulted in calls from
larger networks such as ABC News
and MSNBC. Expect to see more
outreach from the national office to
develop these positive working
relationships.

Joe wants to concentrate on
putting our success stories on

display, both within the party
and to the public. He is insistent
on promoting a winning
attitude. In conversations with
him, when someone describes a
victory or significant effort, I
noticed he often uses the
phrase, "that's music to my
ears." He expressed the view
that the national office should

be active in accumulating the best
practices of the state and local
parties for distribution to others that
can use them.

He has also focused on
fostering teamwork among
staff through improved
communication, attention to
detail, and recognition of
achievement. Joe has
clearly articulated to staff
his standards of integrity,
quality of work product, and making
it easy to work together.

One of the most exciting
aspects of this new hire is Joe's past
experience with nonprofits facing
troubled financial times as we
currently are. His customer service
attitude applies to our donors as
well. He is working with past LNC
Chair Dr. Jim Lark to develop a
program of reinvigorating our top
200 donors. The general increased
attention to all members and
supporters is also expected to shore
up our core donor base as well. For
example, in salary negotiations he
volunteered to return part of our
offer as a donation, so he can be
counted as a Silver Torch Club
member, showing that he is willing
to ask for only what he himself has
already done. He entered the job
with the understanding that he will
have to raise significantly more than
his salary in order to justify his
employment.

I look forward to seeing
what results he can produce, and
assisting him any way I can.

Dues Increase and Member
Survey The LNC again considered
and tabled the motion to increase
dues.

Currently we are in the
middle of a survey of members to
determine the feasibility of a dues
increase. The fact that the survey is
still underway, and a need to clarify
how a change in dues would affect
UMP, were the major factors in
delaying action.

There were also discussions
of the purpose of dues, whether they
should be related to common
administrative costs, or simply
viewed as a fundraising tool and/or a
way to qualify members for

purposes such as
convention delegate
status. While in my view
this question does not

need to be completely answered in
order take action, it does help us
integrate dues with our overall
fundraising efforts.

One idea gaining support is
a tiered membership concept,
offering greater services and
interaction with national party
projects for increased levels of
contributions. If such a plan were
implemented, it is quite possible that
the bottom level of annual dues
could actually decrease. Other ideas
still on the table are various
offshoots, such as electronic,

student, or family memberships.
However, a practical plan for the
tiered approach is still in
development and would require
greater support from the board to be
put into action. There is also a
question of whether the LNC has the
authority to set anything beyond
basic and life membership dues
levels.

The initial results of the
membership survey are quite
intriguing. A greater number of
basic members than expected
(68.7%) were supportive of an
increase to $40 a year. An analysis
of the financial impact of various
dues increases shows some positive
change in the net revenues of the
party, yet any net gains may well be
outweighed by the hard costs of
implementation, such as reprinting
any literature that solicits
membership.

Part of the survey also
asked our members how they
wanted our dues money spent.
Media outreach, branding, and
candidate recruitment and support
were clearly ahead of the other
options given. (In order of support,
the other options were new member
recruitment, lobbying Capitol Hill,
ballot access, and state party
support.)

Most notable is the strong
support of the membership for the
branding initiative. This confirms
my significant anecdotal
observations that our members have
very quickly apprehended the
purpose and need for branding.

Our members seem more
concerned with external rather than
internal actions. Furthermore, people
who chose as their primary purpose
for dues something resulting in
outreach or publicity were far more

likely to also pick such an item as
their second desired purpose as well.
On the other hand, those who picked
a purpose supporting party
infrastructure as their first choice
were more likely to select an
outreach option as their second
choice.

Members who have been in
the party longer are more likely to
support lobbying on federal issues
and membership recruitment, while
more recent members trend towards
media outreach. The former is
particularly astounding to me, as
longer term members should be
most aware that we have never done
much, if any, direct lobbying at the
national level.

One survey question asked
about renewal rates at $100 a year.
Now, that may seem like a
ridiculous question on its face, but it
does reveal interesting information.
Branding is far and away the first
choice of those who would likely
renew at that level, and second was
"undecided". It is possible that
"undecided" includes some specific
other option besides those presented,
however I find it interesting that
apparently there is an identifiable
and significant core of basic
members who will support the party
no matter what it does, as long as we
don't completely screw up.

Without knowing what
assumptions each member brings to
the seven items offered - e.g.,
whether "candidate recruitment and
support" includes an understanding
that campaigns are among our best
outreach tools, or whether "ballot
access" and "state party support"
coming in last means that members
expect state parties to take
responsibility for their own affairs -
I am hesitant to draw further
reaching conclusions, and in fact am
not entirely certain of the
conclusions I have offered here.

Still, this survey is giving
us valuable feedback on what our
members want us to do. By giving
our members more media, viable
branding, and candidates who are
increasing in quantity and quality,
we are more likely to keep our
current members and attract new
ones. This is not to dismiss the other
vital functions of the national party
organization by any means, but
knowing what results our members
want to see does help us keep
everything we do on the same page.

One other interesting part
of the initial survey report is our

Survey Results: Members who have been in the party
longer are more likely to support lobbying on federal
issues and membership recruitment, while more recent
members trend towards media outreach.
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There is increasing concern that our inability to put
money into ballot access now will snowball to the

point where 50-state ballot access may be
impossible in 2004.

breakdown of donations. About
53.5% of national party funding
comes from people who give
between $50 and $500 per year,
supporting my strong anecdotal
observations that these grassroots
donors are the lifeblood of the party.
(Over 28% of our total funding is in
the $100-250 range, and almost 16%
comes from those who give $25 a
year.) While we absolutely must
improve our focus on major donors,
where we are currently very weak,
our demographics indicate that we
can also benefit at least as much by
increased focus to our grassroots
donors.

Finances
We still appear to be

treading water financially. Since the
high water mark at the end of
January, we have reduced non-UMP
accounts payable by about $68,000,
and UMP debt by about $29,000.
UMP payments to the states
continue to be two months behind in
most cases. I am hopeful that having
Joe Seehusen on board will help us
make progress in this area soon, not
only directly by fundraising
attributable to him, but also
indirectly through
increased
efficiencies.
Rod Severson of
the South Carolina
LP was brought in
for two weeks as a
contractor to help organize our
financial systems. He provided us
with a number of improvements in
our procedures that should have
strong long-term effects. Rod was
compensated so minimally that he
essentially was volunteering his
services.

The transfer of our
accounting and reporting systems to
QuickBooks is almost complete, and
should be done by mid-July.
Consultant Jason Gray has a manual
audit and corrections underway, the
last stage before complete
conversion from the current VAM
software. With QuickBooks,
generation of reports (such as our
FEC filings) should take minutes
instead of hours.

Year to date budgeting will
also be possible under this new
system, which will allow us to do a
much better job of creating realistic
budgets, sticking to them, and
making practical adjustments along
the way. Jason also deserves much
gratitude for his help, especially
considering he has been forgiving of
our inability to compensate him at
his already low rate (compared to
market) in a timely fashion. I
suspect he is doing more work for us
than he is billing.

Staffing Issues
One area where our budget

is diverging from reality is in staff
salaries. On a 14-3 vote, the LNC
directed Chair Geoff Neale, working
with our ED, to reduce monthly
costs for basic salaries (not
including benefits or personal leave)
to within the figure mandated by the
core budget. I voted in favor of this
motion.

 I supported this motion
because it not only insists that staff
follow the budget, it does so in a
way that connects our staffing levels
directly with our fiduciary
responsibility, and gives our new ED
the latitude to apply creative
solutions. It would have been easier
to simply demand that one or more
of our higher paid staffers be let go
to meet budget, and in another
context that probably would be the
appropriate move. But now, given
that we have a new ED who is under
close supervision of the Chair while
on probation, we felt it was better to
let him continue to make the office
his own instead of dictating his
decisions to him.

Part of the problem is that

the original budget called for
compensation to shift from straight
salary to a combination of salary and
commission on fundraising. That
change has yet to take place, despite
repeated attempts by the Chair and
the employment subcommittee. But
now that there is a full time ED in
the office directing staff on a daily
basis, we have more hope that this
kind of restructuring can take place.

It helps to know that "core
budget" means exactly that, funding
of the essential administrative work
of the office, while "non-core"
covers items we'd like to do but did
not have the money for in January,
such as ballot access, branding, and
purchase of a new database system.
Although born of a financial crisis,
these concepts represent a long-term
shift towards ensuring that these
special initiatives of the national
office are self-funding. In other
words, we have to pay someone to
answer the phone and open the mail,
but we are better served if we ensure
that the initiatives we undertake are
directly supported by the
membership with their dollars,
instead of simply determined to be
in the best interests of the party by
staff.

The LNC, appropriately,
doesn't really care about how the

budget is met, only that it is met in
an ethical manner. The current
difference between budget and
actual spending is about $7000 a
month. It may (or may not) mean
that one or more current staffers are
let go, or have their positions
substantially restructured. All of this
must fit into how Joe Seehusen
wants to build his team in the
national office.

Branding
As previously reported,

Mark Schreiber ceased to be a
permanent employee in March. We
have yet to reach an agreement on
retaining his services as a consultant.

The recent fundraising
letter touting the branding project
netted about $31,000. It also
generated a separate $10,000
donation.

At the March meeting, staff
was directed to give the LNC a
report at this meeting on future plans
and funding for implementation of
branding and the related Small
Business Owner outreach initiative
(SBO). Largely due to Mark's exit
and Joe's entrance, this report was
not prepared, so action was deferred

to the
September

meeting. The
LNC

expressed an
unwillingnes
s to commit

significant money to this until such a
report can be provided.
Meanwhile, several states have
already taken the ball and run with
it, developing their own SBO
programs. Indiana and Wisconsin
have led the way, and in our region
South Carolina and Florida are hard
at work on this. Not only are these
states putting these tools to work
quickly, the fact that the states are
leading the way will result in a more
practical program than any top-down
implementation from national could
possibly provide.

Ballot Access
There is increasing concern

that our inability to put money into
ballot access now will snowball to
the point where 50-state ballot
access may be impossible in 2004.
California Representative Joe Dehn
offered a motion to give Treasurer
Bill Redpath authority to raise and
spend party money on ballot access,
which failed 11-5. I voted against
this motion, only because of the
technical defect that an LNC
member would be given spending
authority. However, I strongly agree
with Mr. Dehn and Mr. Redpath that
we are rapidly reaching a critical
point in our ability to conduct

serious ballot access at the national
level for next year's elections.

National party fundraising
for ballot access will accelerate as
we get closer to our 2004 deadlines.
It is becoming increasing clear that
the funding for full 50-state ballot
access is unlikely, at best, and so the
hard choices may have to be made
as to which states to pursue.

Factors that will affect
those choices will include:
willingness of a state party to do
what they can to help themselves;
number of candidates we can put on
the ballot; whether ballot access
might last beyond 2004; and,
number of electoral votes at stake.
We'll also be looking at whether
these states have an initiative or
referendum process that might
produce longer term ballot access
reform.

Sean Haugh is the Executive Director of
the Libertarian Party of North Carolina.
Sean is married to longtime Libertarian
Pam Adams, and they have a family of
three dogs and five cats. Besides them,
Sean loves God, Liberty, and Oklahoma
Sooners football. The complete version
of this Article can be found at
http://www.libertyforall.net

Celebrity from page 10

There's also a whole host of colorful
state reps who would add gravitas and
interest to the ticket; folks
like Steve Dresch of the Upper
Peninsula in Michigan. This is a guy
who traveled around his District in a
beat-up RV in a failed Congressional
Campaign for 1
year talking about Drug Legalization
perched on a milk carton. Or State Rep.
Vic Kohring, a rugged individualist
from the backwoods town of Wasilla,
Alaska (pop. 1,600). Anyone remember
that long-running TV show Northern
Lights about that small
Alaskan town in the outback? Boy,
what a couple professional P.R. people
hired by the LP could do with that one?

It's all about attracting the
attentions of the American public and
the media. To do that you have to
have two things; Gravitas and Schtick.

No, the LP is not going to
reach John Kerry levels. But it doesn't
have to reach way down to Howard
Dean levels either.

Eric Dondero Rittberg is a 20-year
L(l)ibertarian political activist. After serving
4 years in the US Navy, Dondero became
active in the Libertarian Party of Florida and
also served for two-years as a representative
on the Libertarian National Committee. In
1987/88 he served as Ron Paul's Travel
Aide in his race for President on the
Libertarian ticket, visiting over 40 states. In
1990, he founded the Republican Liberty
Caucus, and later helped to elect Paul to the
United States Congress. Today, he serves as
a Multilingual Interpreter in Houston,
Texas.
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Be sure to attend the Libertarian Party of Virginia

SPECIAL CONVENTION
Saturday, August 9th in Virginia Beach

Why should I come? 1.)To elect a new Chairman & Vice Chairman for the
LPVA. 2.)To hear great libertarian speakers.  3). To meet Libertarians from
all over Virginia.

Where is it? Lynnhaven Colony Congregational Church, 2217 W.
Great Neck Rd., Virginia Beach, VA

When is it? August 9th, 1pm - 5pm

What does it cost?: Its free if you're a member of the party.

How do I find out more? Contact Brian Babb at 757-480-5534 or  e-mail
at babbb2@cox.net.  And look for updates at www.lpva.com.

Gary Nolan
Candidate for the
LP nomination for
President

John Taylor
President, Virginia
Institute for Public
Policy

Paul Gessing
Director of
Government
Affairs, National
Taxpayer's Union

Jim Babka
President,
American Liberty
Foundation

GUEST SPEAKERS!
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