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HOWELL ELECTION CENTRAL

The state and county returns
that fol low are available due
to the di I i gence and Pers i s-
tence of l'lilliam Howell, LPT
Chair. The tctals are the
latest that have been found,
but are not necessari ly com-
plete or final.

LF ELEGTItrTRI FIETIJFIIUS

As of the 1976 Presi-
dential election, the Liber-
tarian Party has become the
third ranked party in the
United States in terms of
Pres idential votes. Though
surpassed by the two major
party candidates and wel I-
known independent Eugene
HcCarthy, the LP, in the
four short years of its exis-
tence, has displaced the
much-publ i ci zed Amer ican
Party as foremost minor
party and outstripped the
various long-establ i shed
Marxist parties by large
margins.

The last minute close-
ness of the Pres i dent i al
election caused many people
who would otherwise have
voted third-party to vote
for Ford or Carter, thus
s i gni f icantly dimi ni shing
the vote totals for all the
minor parties. For the LP,
however, there were some
s tart I i ng occu rrences . I n
Alaska, HacBride received
an amaz i ng 6"t" of the P res i -
dential vote. ln the

Anchorage area he received
l0%. ln California the LP

candidate finished thi rd
overall with nearly 6orooo
votes, or about l% of the
tota I .

Since the Libertarian
Party was not on the bal lot
in Texas, this staters con-
tribution to the nationwide
totals was more symbol ic than
actua I .

t

Carjl4ates for state
and locfl sffices in Texas
fa red f*tfitr poor I y , as rnrcs t
I ibertarians evidently did
not bother to write in any-
thing but the Presidential
ticket on election day.
Harry Robinson and Wi I I iam
Howell, the LPT|s candidates
for U.S. Senate and Texas
Ra i I road Cornmi ss i on of f i -
cial ly received less than
100 votes each.

Rob Harrison, write-in
candidate for State Legisla-
ture in Dallasr District 33-F,
received 21 votes despite the
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I976 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS*

Jimmy Carter (Denrocratic Party)
Gerald Ford (Republican Party)
Eugene HcCarthy (lndependent)
Roger HacBride (Libertarian Party)
Lester Haddox (Rmerican Party)
Tom Anderson (American lndependent Party)
Peter Camejo (Socialist Workers Party)
Gus Hall (Communist Party)
Hargaret h,right (Peoples Party)
Lyndon LaRouche (U.S, Labor Party)
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HACBRIDE RETURNS BY STATE
(Unofficial)

Al abama
Al aska
Ar i zona
California
Colorado
D. C.
Hawa i i
ldaho.
lllinois
I owa
Kansas
Ken tucky
Louisiana.
Hichigan
H i nnesota .

14ississippi.
Neb ras ka
Nevada
New Hampsh i re.
New Jersey
New Hexi co
New York
North Dakota
0hio
Rhode I s land
Utah
Wash i ngton
!Jiscons i n

TOTAL TO DATE I 59,464

,624
,528
,382
27\

,923
,ll9
,497
,\52
,242
779

,325

I ,481
6,461

9,999
1,082

l2,lg7
256

9,470
663

2,J35
l+ ro?5
3, 100

,\62
,529
,698
,51I
,514
916

7
55

5

3
2

I
I

3

1
6

3
?

I

I

I

l



,$# l ?f''

E_FFTEE TE)(AS
Ths EhalFts
Eolutrlt
PRIORITY:
LOCAL ORGANIZATION

by l,li I I iam Howel I

what has put the American
Party on a rapidly escalating
slide to oblivion. lt is what
has kept the RepublIcan Party
in Texas from having any real
influence on government.

To achieve a free soci-
ety takes more than educat i on.
It takes people in government
to dismantle its structures.
To get them there takes a poli-
t i ca I organ i zat i on capab I e
of mobi I izing people to win
elections. The most success-
ful American political organi-
zations are those of the big
city machines. They did not
achieve their power by corrup-
tion--first they had to get
there to have something to
corrupt. They began by
bui lding a secure base of
operations.

The key to creating
such a base i s maki ng re-
peated and favorable contact
with voters at the Precinct
level, preferably in Person
and at thei r homes. Local
workers are the onlY cohtact
most voters wi I I ever have
with the LP.

ln Dal las we are organi-
zing a telephone poll of Rob

The most important re-
sults of the November 1976
election were not the 1831000
votes for HacBride for Presi-
dent but the 44,000 for Anne
HcCracken for University of
I I I inois trustee (sorpared
with HacBride's 8, lo0 I I I inois
total), the 19,910 votes for
Hal Cundari for U.S. Senate
in Hew Jersey {versus HacBriders
91999 in that state), the
30i000 for a local candidate
in Ar izone (wherc llacBr ide
only got 7,62\), and so on.

llherever the Party was
on thc bal lot, active local
and state LP candidates easily
beat the totals for our Presi-
dentlal candidate.

tlhy is this? To begin
with, it takes less votes for
a state or Iocal candidate
to win. As a result the press
takes them more seriously
and gives them better cover-
age--nrcaning fipre voters hear
about them and their views.
The publ ic is more wil I ing to
vote for them because they
bel ieve such votes are less
likely to be wasted. The
typical voter is rnore res-
ponsive to a candidate f rom
his own district because
such candidates are more
I ikely to know the voter's
problems. Fi nal ly, a per-
son is rpre recept ive to a

I ive hurnan being than to a
TV conrnerc ia I .

This is not to dispar-
age the efforts of HacBr i de,
Bergland, and the national
campaign, which 1 consider the
most valuable event so far in
the history of the rnovement.
What I want to emphas i ze i s
that we cannot afford to fal I

victim to the slovuly fatal
di sease of I imi t i ng party
activity to the Presidential
race every four years. This
bui Iding from the top down is

tarian the resPondents are.
Promi s i ng ones wi 1 I then be
contacted wi th introductorY
information about the LP. We

can then identify those Per-
sons most I ikely to contribute
time and money, to sPonsor
meet-the-cand i date events 'and most important, to get
out and vote on election daY.
This is how elections are won
and strong pol i t i cal organi -
zat i ons a re bu i I t. The state

Harrison'
trict, as
t ions to

ss
kin
fin

tate house dis-
g a few key ques-
d out how I i ber-

party wi I I be encouragi ng al I

local parties to do the same
in their area.

Heanwhi le state head-
quarters has started working
to get local parties set up
in six new counties before
the end of this year. lf
everyone who voted for
MacBride in the unorganized
counties had worked in last
year's bal lot drive and col-
lected just the average num-
ber of signatures, we would
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HAcBRI DE RETURNS BY COUNTY
(Unof f ic ia I )

Bandera.r..
Bel I (Ki I leen, Temple).
Bexar (San Antonio) . ,

Brazos (Col lege Station).
Col I in (t{cKinney, Plano).
Dallas.
Denton. .

Ector (Odessa).
E I Paso
Fo rt Bend (R i chnrond ) .

Franklin (mt.Vernon)
Ga I ves ton
Harris (Houston).
Jefferson (Beaunpnt).
Lubbock
HcLennan (Waco)
Hidland
Nueces (Corpus Chri st i )
Palo Pi nto (Hineral Wel ls
Potter (Amarillo)
Randall (Amarillo).
Smi th (ryter)
Tarrant (rt. Worth)
Travis (Rustin)
Young (Graham).
LJalker (Huntsvi I le)
W i I ba rger (Vernon ) it

TOTAL IN COUNTIES CHECKED 555

'kThere were also 3 votes in this
county for Harold HacBride.
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ln addition to a reduced
number of write-in votes re-
sul t i ng from the t ight Pres i -
dential race, LP candidates in
Texas had to contend wi th a
system of vote reporting on
the precinct and county levels
which frequently ignored
write-ins altogether.

Even in an election where
a nra j or wr i te- i n cand i dacy was
recogn i zed by the press, sev-
eral precincts among those
checked reported no wr i te- i ns
at all. Hany more precincts
reported only the write-in
votes for the Supreme Court
Associate Justice office, where
the media attention was focused.

Craig Mi I ler headed an
effort in Dallas County to
obtain an accurate count of

the write-in votes for Roger
HacBride and for various
I i bertar ian cand idates. H i s
initial survey showed only
64i6 of the precincts in the
county reeorded wri te-ins
cast in any race other than
the Supreme Court" A s imilar
effort was made in Harris
County by Dave Hutzelman,
where it was estimated that
only 339d of the precincts
reported write-ins for al I

races. Even in the precincts
which recorded write-in votes,
the totals were frequently
i naccurate.

The statistics being com-
piled from the 1976 election
prove the necessity of ballot
status for any serious candi-
date. Victory cannot be won
with uncounted votes.

EHAIE; GlGtnG.
have been on the ballot. Our
efforts to change the elec-
tion code in this year's
legislative session are
under woyr and indications
are that we have a reason-
able chance of eliminating
the nrost flagrantly discrimi-
natory restrictions on bal lot
stetus

But thatrs next year.
l.lhat is important right now
is establ ishing Iocal .contact
to prepare for campaigns. lf
you are at all able to heln,
whether by telephone or in
person, contact your county
chair. lf you are in an
unorganized county, contact
the state headqua rters . I'le
need to get this started as
soon as possible. The effec-
tiveness of the LP depends
on what we do at the local
level in the next few years.
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B+xer County
Chti r: Carol Ga I Ioway
lO0 Lorenz #?OZ
San Antonio TX 782O9
(srz) 828-5204

t),al las Countv
P .0. Box I 2618
Dal las 1Y Jj??S
Chair: ltargaret Bosse
(zr4) 8zt-1325 (") 748-2043

Harris Countv
P.0. Box 5202
Houston TX 77012
Chai r: AIan Vogel
(713) 527-8498

Pa to P into Cornty
EE-a irffioodi-5i?6ua
1308 s.h,. llth Ave.
Hineral lrtells TX 76057

Tarrant County
Chai r: Hrs. E. R. Hauldin
2428 Annglen
Ft. tlorth TX
(8r7) 536-0127

Travis CouIty
Chair: Hike Grossberg
2602 Gualalupe #9
Austin TX
(srz) 4tlc,-4166

Young C,oulty
Chair: Charles Graham
Box I 55
Graham TX 76046
(8r7) 5r+9-3530 (*) 664-3021

LlEEHmFtlAnt
ITAFITY
CTF TE)(Asi
FCI BCr}( ]DEII EIA,LLAI T)( 7st885

Congressman Ron Paul of
Houston is a I ibertarian. AI-
though on the bal lot as a
Republ ican, he was an early
contributor to the Libertar-
ian Party, refers to himsel f
as a I ibertarian, and openly
consorts with members of the
Harris County LP.

special efforts in the Nov-
ember election. Even in a
trad i tional ly Denrocrat ic
district, he lost by a tiny
rna rg i n of 94 votes .

Paul was elected to Con-
gress to fi I I out the term of
Bob Casey who resigned early
last year, and has acted with
a degree of self-assertive-
ness rare in f reshnren Con-
gressmen. His Ieadership of
active opposition to the D.C.
gun control bi I I won him
recognition acroi;L the nation
and a place on tlie' Democrats'
"hit listr" targeting his
district for heavy funding and

ELECTICI\I r eont.
distribution of thousands of Libertarian candidates
pieces of literature. Nearly predictably ran strongest in
half the precincts, however, the Austin area where the
fa i I ed to report wr i te- in*
votes.

a.a FM i

0n the basis of wide-
spread voting i rregulari ties
in his district, Ron Paul is
seeking a court-ordered
special election in January
to decide the issue. AI-
though by law the LPT cannot
endorse another party's can-
didate, FREE TEXAS would like
to urge i ts readers to con-
sider what a libertarian in
Congress i s worth to them,
and to vote (if in Paul's
district), to work (it in
the Houston area), and to
contr i bute accord i ngly. Th i s
is a chance not to be wasted.

Said Rob, lrThe expe
gained in the campaign wa

nce LP

t I -tA.Fprworth more than any number I gtt
votes that we could rea
have expected to get.
to run again in two years, and
that experience will be a major
asset. But only if we get on
the bal lot will it do any good.
Feople will not write in local
cand i da tes .rl

ca
I 62 votes , and a rrv i ctoryrl
to Jeff Alexander, LP candi-
date for lnspector of Hides
and Animals, an actual elec-
ted office with no bal lot
listing. Austin I ibertarians
simply wrote in the off ice as
well as the candidate.
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